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IIISTOIUCAL AND LITERAHY REMAINS 



LANCASTER AKD CHESTER. 

Council for the year 1875-76. 

JASIES C'ROSSLKY, E«j., F.S.A, 

The Kev, F. B. UAINES, M.A, F.S.A., Hon.C'unonof Manchoiter, Vicar of 
Slilnrow, and Itursl Dean. 
£aun(il. 
WILLrA^( BEAMONT, Esq. 

The Vkhy Ubv. IIEM.IAMIN MORGAN COWIE, B.D., F.S.A., Hem of Jrinoliestor. 
The WoitsiiiPFui, KfCIIAaO COPLEY CHRISTIE, M.A., Chancellor of the Diocjesa 

uf Sinn Chester. 
Tdb Bkv. THOMAS CORSER. M.A., F.S.A., Hector of Stand. 
IJEUT.-COLONKL PIBHWICK, F.B.A. 
THOMAS JONES. Esq., B.A., F.S.A. 
WILLIAM LANGTON. Emj. 
COLONEL EGEUTON LEIGH, M.P. 

Tub Rbv. JOHN HOWARD MARSDEN, B.D., F.R.G.S.. late Diiney Profeaior 

Tub Rbv. JAMES RAINE, AI.A., Canon of York, Follow of Durliam Universitj. 

Eirratfiirer. 

ARTHUR 11. UEYWOOD, E«j. 

{totuirai-!} fccrclarg. 

R. HENRY WOOD, Emi.. F.8.A., F.B.G.S., 

Mem. Corr. Sac. Antiq. de Nurmondie. 



RULES OF THE CHETHAJI SOCIETY. 

That the Society aliall he limited to three liundred and fifty member). 

That tbe Socioty ihallconaiat of niembcn being lubaeribers of one pound annually.sQcb eubfterip- 
tioo to be paid in advance, on or before the daj of general meeting in eacb year. The first general meetin|; 
to be hold on the2,Srd duv of March, 1843. and the general meeting in each yearaflerward* on llio Istdaj 
of Morcli, unleiiit shoald fall on a Husday, wbeii gome otlier dny is to be named by the Council. 

3. That the affain of ibo Soeiuty be conducted by s Council, eoniistiug of a permanent President and 
Viee-Prerideiit, and twelve other menibera, including a TrcBiurer ond Secretary, all of whom iliall be 
elected, the tint two at the general meeting next after a vacancy ihall occur, and the twelve other 
mcmben at the general meeting annual);. 

4. That the aecoonta of the roeeipts and eipeoditure of the Society be audited anniiall;r> V three 
Boditon, to be elected at the general meeting; and tliat any moiuber wlio sliall bo ODe year in arrcar of 
ilia (abicription, ihall no longer be eonaidered aa belonging to the Society. 

6. That every member not in orrear of his annual gubaeription, be entitled to a copy of each of the 
works puhlisbed by the Society. 

6. That twenty copies of each work sliall be allowed to the editor of tbo same, in addition to the 
one to which he may be entitled as a member. 

Applkaliont and i^ommanlcationt to bt addrtiaed to the pREsniBvr, Caeindiili Plaet^ Ali 
SainU, MaiubeiUr,of ta tht Honobart SECBETinT, T^nrAos //okm, RugAij. 
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE CHETHAM gOCIBTY 



TOL First year (1843-4). 

I. Tntrela in Hollnnd, the United ProTince*, England, Scotland, and IreUnd, 1634-1G3C. By Sir 
Willi»m Braraton, Bnrt. Edited by Edwaku H*wkjnb, Eiq., F.R.S., F.S.A., F.L.S. pp. viii, 20S. 

II. Tracts rolating to Military Proceedings in I^notuhire durins the Great Ci-vll War. Edited and 
Illustrated from Contemporary Documents by Geouge OnMBFion, D.C.L., F.R.M., F.9.A., F,G.S., 
autlior of " The Uistory of Clieahire." 'pp. xx»ii, 372. 

III. Cliester's Triamph in Honor of her Prince,_ as it wai performed noon St. George's Day 1610, in 
the foresaid Citie. Reprinted from the original edition of 1610, with an Introduction and NotM, 
Edited by tbo Kev. Thomas CoasEii, M.A. ff. x*iii, 36. ■ 

Second year (1844-5). 



L Hibbkrt-Wakm, M.D., F.B.S.E.,&e. 



VII. Iter LaneartrenBe, a Poem written a 



Third year (1845-6). 



\, by the Rev. Richard Jnmei. Edited by the Rer. 



VIII. Noti ti a Cagtriensi*, or Historical Notieoaof the Dioceao of Chester, by Bishop Gas trelt. CAnsfitn 
Editedhy the Rot. F. R.Raines, M.A.,F.S.A. Vol.1, pp. xTi,3%. VUtti. 

IX. The Norris Papers. Edited by Tuouab Heywood, Esq., F.S.A. pp. xixiv) IDO. 

Fourth year (1846-7). 

X. The Coueher Book or Chartulary of Whallej Abbey. Edited by W. A. HDLTo^-, Esq. Vol.l 
pp. xl,33)j. VlaU. 

XI. The Coudiar Book or Chartulary of Whalley Abbey. Vol. II. pp. 339-63(i. 

XII. The Moore Rental. Edited by Thomas Uevwooi), Ejq„ F.S.A. pp.lxx, 156. 

Fifth year {i%a,-i-^). 

XIII- The Diary and Correspondence of Or. John Worthinglon, Edited by Jab. Cbosblky, Esq. Tat,]j 
pp. viii, 398. ^ 

XIV. The Journal of NicholflsAHshcton. Edited by the Rev. F.R. Raines M.A., F.S.A. pp.x 



Sixth year (i 848-9). 

XVI. The Coueher Book or Chartulary of Whalley Abbey. Vol. 111. pp. ili-liv, 637-931 

XVII. Warrington in 1465. Edited by Wilmah Bbauont, Esq. pp. Ixiriii, 152, 

XVIII. The Diary of the Rev. Henry Newcome, from September 30, 1661, to September 29, 164 
" •" " "iqTF.8.A. pp.il,242. 



Edited by TunMAs Hetwood, Esq., i 



I 



^^^^H PubUcatiom of Utc Clietham Socicly. 3 

P VOL. Seventh year (1849-50). 

I XIX. Notitin Ceitriensii. Vol, II. Part I. Laitcaihira, Parti . p/i.iv. IGO, xxriu. 

I XX. TliB Coucher B«oli or ClurtulftTj of WliaUBV Abbej. Vol. IV. (ConeluiionJ. ji/i. l»-liiii, 937- 

I I3H. 

XXI. Notitia Ceatrienai*. Vol. II. Pwt II. Lanea$hiri,PaTtlI. pp.Uxvii. lfil-35-2. Plat*. 

I Eighth year (1850-1). 

I XXII. Notitia Ceitrrenaii. Vol. II, Part III. Lancaahirt, Part III. (Coiietiition). pp. 353-621. 
I XXIII. A Golden Mirrour; eonteiuiuDe certaina pitliie and figurative Tiiiona prognoti Seating good 

fortune to Kngland, &o. By Richard Itobinaon of Alton. Raprintod from the only known copy of 
' the original edition of IQS9 in tiis British Museum, with an Introduction and Note* by Ihc He*. 

TiimiAa ConsRu, M.A., F.S.A, pp. iiii, 10, 96. 

XXIV. Chetham MiBcoUsiiiea. Vol.1. Edited by Willlau Linotoh, Esq. : containing 

Papera couiccted with the affaira of Stilton und Li^ Family. Edited by J. P. Mirbh, Eiq. fp 46, 
Plat*. 

Epistalarr Reliqaegof Lancaibire ind Cheshire Antiquaries, 1G53-73. Communicated by Gbohoi 
Oiuf EROis U.C.L., F.R.S,, F.».At and F.G.S. pp. 16. 

Calendars of tlia Natnea of Familiei whicii entered their Baveral Fedigresi in the lUceeuiTB 
Heraldic Vititatiua* of the County Palatine of Lancaster. Communicated by GeouQB Oiihbrod, 
D.C.L., F.K.S., F.S.A., and F.G.3. i/p, 26. 

A Fragment, illuitratiTS of 8ir Wm. Diig-dale'a Visitation of Lancashire. From MSB, in tho 
poueuion of theltev. F. It. Raine), M.A., F.8.A. pp. Si. 

Antobiographical Tracts of Dr. John Dee, Warden of Ibe College of Maneheater. Edited hj 
JiHia CHuiiiLKr, Eiq. pp. jt, 84. 

ViiitalioK limp. Ben. Vlll. Thi Ablayl oj Whamleij (for iiutrtion in U'hattey Coueher Book). 

Ninth year (1851-2). 

XXV. Cnrdinal Allen's Defence of Sir William Stanley'! Surrender of Derenter. Edited by Thomii 
Ueitwoou. Esq., F.S.A. pp. c, 38. 

XXVI. The Autobiography of Henry NBwcome.M-A. Edited by Rd.P*uki.<Sok,D.D.,F.S.A. Vol.I. 
pp. XIT, 1S4. 

XXVII. The Autobiography of Henry Nowcome, M.A. Vol.11. fC^nd<itio»). pp. IS5-390 

Teuth year (1852-3). 

XXVIII. The Jacobite Trials at Maneheater in 1694. Edited by William Beauovt, E«q. pp. lo, 132. 
\ XXIX. The Stanley Papet«, Part I. The Earls of Derby and the Vene Writera and Poeta of the aiz- 

teenth and leventeentb ceoturiei. By Thomas Hevwood, Esq., F.S.A. pp. 64. 
XKX. Documents relating to tbe Friary of Penwortham. and other Posseisiont id LancMhire of the 
Abbey of Evesham. Edited by W. A Hulton, Esq. pp. Ixiviii, 136. 

Eleventh year (1853-4). 

XXXI. The Stanley Papers, Part II. The Derby HnuaehoU Dooki, comprising an Moount of tbe 
Houiehold Regulations and Expenses of Edward and Henry, third and fourth Earla of Derby ; 
together with a Diary, containing tbe names of the guesta who limited the latter Earl at his houses 
in Lancashire: by William Farrington, Esq., the Comptroller. Edited by the Rev. F. K. R.h.neb, 
M.A,,F.8.A. pp. xcviii, 247. Firt pLu,. 

XXXII. The Private Journal and Literary Remaina of John Byrom. Edited by Richard Parki.\son, 
"■' "S.A. Vol.I. Parti, pp. 1,32(1. Porlrait. 

XXXIII. Lancasblro and Cheshire Wills and Inventories from the Eeclesiastical Court, Chestrr- 
Tbo First Portion. Edited by the Rev. G. J. Pictopb, JI.A. pp. vi, 196. 



^ions oj llic Chclham Sociely. 

Twelfth year (i 854-5). 

XXXIV. The Prirate Joamal and litem? REmaing of John Byrom. Vol. 1. P*rt II. pp.331' 

XXXV. TIw ]IoiiM> and Farm AeeoanU of the SliutlUvortlii of GawlWrpa Uall. Edited br J< 
HtKUKD, C>q., F.S.A. Pan 1. pp. 233. FroHiitpito. 

XXXVI. Tba Diary and Comspoaieaee of Dr. John Worlbington. Vol. II. rut I. jip. 246. 

Thirteenth year {1855-6). 

XXXriI. Chobam Mitnllsiiiec. Vol. II. E<IIIeJ by Wiuum Laicctox, F.mi. : eontaitiioF 

The ttighu and Jarudirtioa of the CountT Palaline of Chcitcr, the KarU Palatine, the Chamber- 
bun, and otiwr Offieer*. Edited br JccePH 'Beooks Y*t«s, F.A.St ('-S.. «nd P-S. pp. 37. 

The Seat tuh Field. (A Poem on' the Battle of FlodJen.) Edited b*JoH^ ItoBsUN, (.tq. pp.iT,2S. 
. KKamjnalTona towehevnge Cohere More, Temp. Hen. V'lll.in a di^pate between the Lone of tbe 
UanonoT MlddleCoD and lUdrl,Tffe. Comimuiiated b; the Rev. F. It. Rai-iB!, SI. A., F.S.A. pp. 30. 

A Ilblorr of tha Ancient Chapel of I>eDtan, in Uanchester Parith. Bj the Rer. John Booebk, 
1I.A^F.S.A. pp. Tiii, I4S. Thru Plain. 

A I^ter from John Brad&bave of Gra;'> Inn to Sir Peter Legh of Lyme. Edited bj Williih 
L*K1]TU.x, Kiq. pp. &. 

Faeaimilt t/a Dud e/Eidard Butul to ChHrth of ETttham (for inreTiioii in rol.ixi). 

XXXVIII. Kbli<igi*plu(al Notieea of the Church librsrie* of Tnrton and Gorton beqnesthed 
Uumphie; Cbethaai. Edited bj Gilbert J. FRtNCB, Esq. pp. 1!>9. JUutlml^ TiUt. 

XXXIX. Tbe Fuinctcn Papen. Edited hj Mi** FF»Rt.v"GTijs. pp.iTi,179. FietplaUto/Sifnatut 

/fourteenth year (1856-7). 

XL. Tbe PiitbIc Jonnul and Uterarj' Remaini of John Bjrrem. Vol. II. Part I. pp. 336 and lu^ 

Be and Fam Aeconnti of tbe Skattlevortlu of Gawthorpe Ilall. Pvt 1 1, pp. 233-4.2. 

X.LSL. A HutoiT ef tbe Aneient Cliapeb of mdibnrr and Chorltoo.in UaneheMer Parish, including 

*^"*"*"" -'•■--'" *dp>«f Didiborr, Withiofton, banugp. Hnton N'arrii, Reddiib. Lerenshulme, 

dj: tontber vitb Notien of thg more Ancient Local Fainilici, and PartienUn 
il of tlHir Eatatet. By the Re*. Job.* Booker, M.A., F.S.A. ;-p. riii, 337. 

Fifteenth year ( 1 857-6). J 

XUII. Th*BmM and Farm AcoMinU of the Sbatttemrtb* of Gawtborpe IlaQ. Put Ttl. PS.xJ 
C3-7T*. ^ 

XLIV. TiM PritUa J««nal aad UMtht ReMaini of John Bytod. Vol. II. Part n. pp. 327-04. 
JI » K» Pt d ifrm i ,^. 41 m»d Ikrm/Mitf »U«to; lndm,fp.i. 

XLT. I T i i i l— i l l : ban* a idMtioB tnm lb* Pmbi and CorrHpondenee of the Bee. Tbot. WilMii, 
aXUarCSlhNW. WiUllcaunorhiiUfa. Bt tbe Rev. Cu(wi lUiyts, M.A., F.SJ1. iw.xs. 



A 
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Sixteenth year (1858-9). 

XLTI. TV IIotueaiHl Fam AccounU oT tbe Sbnttlemirthi of Gavtborpe Uall. Pi 

XLT1I. A HiMon of tba Ancient Chapel of Girch, in Manebeeter Paritb, iDclndiDg a Sketd oTUw 
TWaahip of Rmiholme ; together wilb Notice* of the more Ancient Local Familie*, and Partiralan 
wh rtM to the Ikewcoi of their r.ilat*L Bo the R«t. Juux Bookkk. U.A^ F.$.A. pp. nii, 2SS. 

XLTIII. A CUakn^oT Ut« Collection of I'nwt* for and agaiMt Pvmij (pablklMd im Mab«ul the reign 
W J aww U.jin the M*ach<4tcr librarr rounded br IlaBBhrarCboltiaMi ia wfckh i* incorporated, 
«ith krg* AUMmu and BibUojraphical Not<s, tlie wbola «f J>eck^ List of tk« Traeti in that 
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Scvcutecntli year (1859-60). 

BjCLlX. The LanMsliirD Lieutenancy under tlie Tudon and Stuorti, The Cinl and Military Govem- 
■^ ment of the County. uillu>trBtedb> a Bcriejiif Royal and other Letters; Orders of the Privy Co a Dei I, 

the Lord Lieutenant, and otiior AuthoHliea, &e., &c. Chiefly derived from the Shutilewarth MSS. 

■t Gawtliorpo Hall, Lancaibire, F.ditcd by Juu:< Uaiii.ind, Va>\., F.S.A, Part !. \tp. cxx, 9U, 

StvtH Platti. 
L. The Lancashire Lieulenanej- under tbe Tudora and Stuarta. Part IL fConcluaion). pp. 37-333. 

ILL Laneashira and Cbealiire Will* and Inventorisa from the Eccleaiaatieal Court, Chettcr. The Second 
Portion, pp. ii, 263. 
LU. I 
leet 
B/i 
of I 



Eighteenth year (1860-1). 

'.. Collectanea Anslo-Foetica: or, A Bibliographical and DetcriptiTs CataloEue of a portion of a Col- 
lection of Early Eogliah Poetrr, with occasional Eitracti and Remsrlta Biograpliical and Critical. 
By the Rev Thomas Coiisrr, KLA^ F.S.A-, Rani Dean; Rector of Stand, Laiicaahir«; and Vicar 
of N. •■ ■ ■■ - • 



f Norton, Northamplonihire. Part I. 
LIIl. Mameccitre: being Chaptera from the early recorded Iliiior; of the Barony, the Lordship or 
Manor, the Vill Biirough or Tovrn, of Manolieator. Edited by JoiiN ]I*ni.*Nii, Eiq., F.S.A. Vol. L 
pp. 207. Frontiipieei. 
LI V. Lancashire and ChCBliire Wills and Inventories from the Ecclesiastical Court, Chester. The Third 
t Portion. (ConciuthnJ. pp. r, 272. 

r Nineteenth year (i 86 1-2). 

LV. Colleclinei Anglo-Poetica. P»rt II. pp. ti. 203-456. v 

LVI.Hamece.tre. Vol.11, pp. 209-431. 

LVII. Chetham Miicellaniei. Vol. III. Edited by WiLLrtii L*iigt(U(, Esq. : containing 

On the Boutli Laneaihire Dialect, with Biagraphieal Notices of Jolin Cullicr, the author of Tim 
BoU'in. By Thox. IIetwoos, E>q. pp. 84 

Reotnle do Cokeraand : being the Bursar's Rent Roll of the Abbey of Cokersand, in the Countj 
Palatine of Lancaster, for tbe year 1^1. Printed from the OriKinal. Edited by tbe Rev. F. It. 
R.iKBs,M.A.,F.8.A. pp, xTiii,4G. 

The Names of all tbe Gentlemen of the beat callinfre w'''in the countye of Lancastre, whereof ehoyse 
ys to be made of a c'ten number to lend vnto her Ala'r' moneye vpon privie seals in Janvaryo 1J>>>8. 
From a manuscript in the possession of the Rev. F. R. Rai.ves, M.A., F.S.A. pp. 9. 

Some Instruction given by William Booth Esquire to his stawarda John Carington and William 
fiowcrofte, upon tbe purchase of Warrington by Sir George Booth Baronet and William Booth his 
ton, X.D. liDCiviii. Communicated by WiLLlaU IIeauoNT, Esq. »p. 8. 

Letter from Sir John Soton, Slaneheaier j* 25 M'ch, 1643. Edited bj Toomas IIeywijod, Esq., 
F.S.A. pp. IB. 

Tbe Names of eight faundred inhabitants of Mancheater who took the oath of allegiance lo Charlea 



I Map and folding TahU. 



d'by W: 



May y* 22' 1690. Edited by Williau Linoton, Esq. pp. 43. 



Twentieth year (1862-3). 

LVIII. Ma»ecertr«. Vol. III. (Canclfion.) pp. -tl, 433-627. 

LIX. A Hiatory of the Chantries within the County Palatine of Lancaster ; being tbe Deports of tbe 

kBoyal Commissionera of Henry Vlll., Edward VL, and Queeu Mary. Edited by tbe Rev. F. R. 
R*L\M,M.A., F.S.A. Vol.1, pp. ixiii, IBS. 
C. A nislory of the Chantres within the County Paktineof LaDeaaer,&c. Vol. 11. fCondationJ. 
pp. 169-323. 



6 PubUeaiions of the Chelham Soeiely. 

TOL. Twenty-first year {i 863-4). 

Gsnaral Index to tlie Reinaina Tliatoricnl and Litorory piiblUbed by tho Cbctbum Society, vob. I-XX 

LXl. I. Abbott's Journal. II. An Account of tbe Tryalla &c. in Mancliester in 1G94. Edited b; the 

Rt. Got. Alrxanuer Guss, D,D. yiji.xix, 32; xxi, 42; 5. 
LXII. DIscoiirao of the Warr in Lancaihire. Edited by William Beauunt, Eiq. pp. xxxiv, 16-1 

Twenty-second year (1864-5). 

LXIII. A Volume of Court Leet Ilei:ord» of tbe Manor of Mancbcster in tha Siitcentb Century. 

Compiled and edited bj Jou\ Uarlind, F.3.A, pj>. lii. 2<>S. FrouiiapUa. 
LXIV, A CotaloRUB of tbo CollectioD of Tracts for and agaioat Popery. Part II, To which are added 

an Index to tbe Tracts io botb editions of Gibson's Preservative, and a reprint of Dodd's Certanmn, 

Utriusqus Ecclesiot. Edited by Tuouas Jdmis, Esq. B.A. %ip. i. 2G9, 17. 
LXV. Continuation of tbe Court Leot BeconlBof the Manor of Manehester, KM. 15SS-1G02. By John 

Hahlahd, Esq. pp. viii, 128.. 



Twenty-third year (1865-6). 



LXVI. Tlie Stanley Papen. Part III. Prirate Devotions and Mi&cellantes nf James eeventb earl of 
Derby, K.(i,. with u Prefatory Memoir and Appendix of Documents. Edited by tbe Itev. Cani.i.s 
Raines, M.A, F.8.A. Vol.1, pp. i-ocriii. Four F(a(**. 

LXVII. The Stanley Papera. Part III. Vol. 2. ^p. coix-cccxev. Four Flatga. 

LXVIll. Colloctsnea relating to Manctietter and its Neiglibourhnod, U Tarious peduds. Compiled, 
arranged and edited bj JoiiK Hahlano, K.^.A. Vol. 1. pp. viit, '25S. 

T-wenfy-fourth year (1866-7). 

LXIX. Tbe Admission Register of tho Manchester School, witb some Notices of tbe more distinguished 
Scholars. Edited by tlie Rev. Jkrehiau Fivcil Suitii, M.A., Iteclor of Aldridge, Stafibrdshire 
and Rural Dean. Vol. I., from *.o. 1730 to a.d. 1775. \>y. viii, 2S3. 

LSX. The Stanley Papers. Fart 111. Vol.3. fCoHeluiioii.) pp. 11-2 and 65. FroiilhpUee. 

LXXI. Collectanea Auglo-Poetica. Part III. pp. i, 232. H 

Twenty-fifth year (i 867-8). 

LXXII. Collectanea relating to Maneliestor and its Noighbourbood. Vol. 11. pp. viii, 252. 

LXXIII. Tbe Admission liegiEter of tbe Manchester School, with some Notices of the more dil- 
tinguiibod Scholan. Vol. II, from a.d. 177t! to a.u. 1807. pp. v, 302. 

LXXIV. Three Laucaabiro Doeuments of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries, namely : I. The 
Great Do Lary Inquisition. Feb. 16, 1311. II. Survey of 1320-1346. III. Caatom Roll and Rental 
of the Manor of Aibton-under-Lyne, 1421 . Edited by Juiin H&aLAND, Esq., F.SjV. pp. xiii, 140. 



Twenty-sixth year (i 868-9). 



LXXVI. ObiervationJi and Initmction* divine and moiall. In Vers< 
wood, LaniiasUire. Edited by JAHts Cuussle:!', Esq., F.S.A. pp. i 
LXXVIl. Collectanea Anglo-Poetica. Part IV. pp. vi, 260. 
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,0^ Tiventy-sevcnih year (i 869-70). 

LXXVIII. TrMlt written in the Coutroiersj raipecting tlia Lej-itlniacy of Amicis, daughter of 
Uiieh Cyveliok, earl of Clieiter. *.d. 1673-1679. By sir I'eter LejcpstoT, b»rl„ and lir Thomai 
Jdainwarin^, bart. Reprinted from tha Coltsctian at PeoTrr. Edited, with an Introduction, bj 
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TH E following historical paper has been transcribed 
by J. P. Earwaker, Esq., B.A. F.S.A. of Merton 
college, Cxford, from the original in the Bodleian library, 
being Tanner MS. 144, p. 28. The hand-writing of the 
paper is said to be a specimen of small, neat and accurate 
penmanship, and, having been compared witla the auto- 
graph signatures, there seems to be no doubt that the 
author was Mr. Oliver Carter, fellow of the Collegiate 
church, Manchester. 

It is a communication from several active and zealous 
Lancashire clergymen whose names are appended to it, 
and was probably addressed either to the Privy Council 
or to the High Commission Court for causes ecclesiastical 
in the province of York, established under the statute of 
I Eliz.' This court was armed with a vast and immense 
range of powers, and was fully authorized to undertake 
the reform of all abuses of faith and morals, clerical and 
lay, in the Church and out of it. 

There is no date to the petition, if such it may be 
called, but we arrive at a near approximation to the time 

• Lane. MSS., vol xnii, p. 11 a. 



IV Introdtiction, 

of Its presentation, which was after 1589, as on the 3rd 
June in that year one of the signatories was instituted to 
his benefice,* and before the 14th March 1 590-1, when 
another of them was dead.' It also appears to be only 
one of a series of similar statements officially made to the 
government, from various parts of Lancashire, in the year 
I590> on the religious and social condition of the county. 
In the State Paper Office there is a summary information 
of the state of Lancashire exhibited by bishop Chaderton's 
secretary in 1590, in which the great increase in the 
number of seminary priests and recusants is pointed out, 
and a complaint made that the Lord's Day was generally 
profaned with unlawful trades and markets, and with 
heathenish and popish pastimes.* In the same year was 
also presented a view of the true state of Derby hundred, 
both in religion and civil government, with particulars of 
the connections and conduct of the principal families of 
the nobility and gentry;* and other counties were similarly 
supervised. 

A more vivid and gloomy picture of the habits and social 
life of the semi-barbarous people in " most parts" of Lan- 
cashire, in the period immediately following the Reforma- 
tion, has probably never been drawn. Of the entire popu- 
lation at that time, not one in a hundred could read, and 
probably not one in two hundred could write, and yet 

^ Note, p. 47. * Note, p. 45. 

* Vol. ccxxxv, p. 712, Domestic Ser,y Eliz, 

* Ibid,^ p. 107. 
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there were grades and grades. The history of the first 
race of the successors of the fathers of the Reformation 
is hardly what might have been expected. If deliverance 
from some of the gross errors and grosser morality of the 
pre- Reformation period had been effected, there was still 
amongst certain strong- featured classes an utter disregard 
of authority and a license of morals little in accordance 
with the self-denial and pure Christian life of the recent 
confessors and martyrs. The Church of England having 
cautiously removed abuses which had sprung up from 
time to time, in the course of centuries, now occupied a 
middle course, between the unreformed part of the Church 
catholic and those of her own members who, whilst con- 
forming to her creeds, questioned her authority in matters 
apparently unimportant and unessential. Conflicts and 
troubles did not end with the Marian persecutions, and if 
the Church had loudly and triumphantly cried to the 
people, as Elizabeth" ascended the throne, "Arise, shine, 
for your light is come," the response was feeble, and the 
promise that good times were at hand seemed not destined 
to be fulfilled. 

It requires no great stretch of imagination to discover 
the difficulties and hindrances in the way of the clergy 
who were labouring for the extension of the reformed 
faith in their various parishes. They had to encounter 
almost incredible vexatious and petty tyrannies from the 
Papal adherents on the one hand, and amongst their own 
friends on the other. Local animosities, groundless sus- 
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picions and party feelings largely predominating neces- 
sarily produced many misconceptions and fierce sectarian 
prejudices. The Roman hydra, as Oliver Carter ob- 
served,^ had only been "' wounded," and there was a good 
deal of vitality still left, so that fresh heads kept cropping 
up and exercised the militant prowess of these spiritual 
warriors. They had spoken, it is true, much of peace, 
and doubtless wished to " follow peace with all men," but 
seeing the perils and dangers by which not only their 
faith but themselves and their parishioners were sur- 
rounded, they quickly buckled on their shining armour 
and made ready for battle ; and it must be admitted that 
they were mighty in their assaults on the strongholds of 
their adversaries. The English clergy as a body were, 
at this time, favourable to the principle of a national 
Church and to the doctrinal articles of their own, and 
maintained that no recent legislation had affected the 
continuity of her existence as an independent branch of 
the Catholic Church, whilst for the most part, they valued 
her ancient and reformed liturgy, without having any 
sympathy with Missals and Breviaries, but they did not 
see their way to observe some parts of her simple cere- 
monial and decent ritual. 

Whilst combatting with the superstitious proceedings, 

flagrant immoralities, and ill-mannered acts of some of 

their parishioners, they found that they themselves had 

to encounter agencies of a more formidable description. 

" See Note, p. i6. 
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Whilst they lamented that many of their parishioners 
were unmanageable, the bishops and the High Commis- 
sion Court, in the exercise of their inquisitorial powers, 
often discovered the clergy themselves, in the midst of 
the wonderful religious revival, falling into excesses, and 
roundly departing from the plain teaching of the Church, 
and greatly indisposed to receive or submit to "godly 
admonition and counsel." The festival and fast days 
enjoined to be observed by the Church were generally 
disregarded. The daily service was omitted. The sur- 
plice was entirely laid aside, even in a large church like 
that of Manchester. Baptism was irregularly adminis- 
tered and almost profaned. The Lord's Supper was 
celebrated in some important churches only two or three 
times during the year, and sometimes sitting. New ob- 
servances were introduced, and churches became well- 
nigh a law to themselves.^ It seems to have been quite 
forgotten by many of the clergy that the regulation of the 
worship and discipline of the Church had never been 
confided to the authority of individual clerg^'men alone ; 
but men-with a rigid conscience allowed humour to pre- 
vail over principle, and whatever defects these good men 
might suppose existed in tlie administration of the polity 
of the Reformed Church, it had been, at least, inculcated 
as a duty that they, on their part, should submit them- 
selves to their Ordinaries " in all things lawful and 
honest" — and this they did not. Although at this time 
^ See Lam. Funeral Certificates, Notes, pp. 75-79, Chetham series. 
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Hooker had not written his great work and settled the 
subject in the estimation of all judicious and moderate 
men, the Reformed Church still professed to be guided 
by what was recognized as primitive and catholic usage, 
modified by Christian experience,® and instructed all her 
members in the same sound principle. But the clergy 
of this diocese (and unhappily elsewhere), after having 
subscribed to the Articles of 1 562, in many instances felt 
themselves at liberty to deviate from them. There can 
be little doubt that by such a proceeding they were un- 
intentionally unsettling the great work which their fathers 
had just accomplished, and in the promoting and perfect- 
ing of which they themselves were employed. We see 
from the following statements what some of their difficul- 
ties were, and how they sought to remedy them, not by 
union and friendly co-operation with the heads of the 
Church, but by various methods of their own, which it 
will be observed they wished, in an Erastian spirit, to 
have enforced by civil legislation.® 

Nor were the clergy the only men who wished to walk 
in their own paths. In every large parish there was a body 
of intelligent men who adhered to the Reformed Church, 
but who feared not only the Papal creed but also the high 
assumptions of some — a fraction only — of the extreme 
men of their own body. Probably Mr. Langley, the 
rector of Prestwich, was of this number, as he had em- 
braced, at least at one time, the Reformed views and had 

® See the Preface to the Prayer Book, » Page 13. 
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subscribed the Articles;" nor did he advance before his 
judges much that was essentially tridentine, except that 
the bread (or wafer) was not "given" in the eucharistic 
ordinance according to his view. If "unity" was broken, 
I fear that he and his associates did little to heal it, as it 
does not appear, so far as can be gathered from the evi- 
dence, that he joined the ranks of the Romanists, and he 
would have found the truest and best unity in the creeds 
in the Prayer Book, which were held alike by both 
Churches. The two forces of the Church of England 
and the Church of Rome were, after the year 1571, bit- 
terly antagonistic, as the " new creed" of the latter had 
removed all hope of comprehension, and the outward 
union which liad prevailed up to that period suddenly 
disappeared. 

We see in the curious details of this graphic descrip- 
tion of our Lancashire parishes towards the latter part 
of the sixteenth century that public feeling was stirred 
to its depths, and that neither bishops nor the highest 
secular and ecclesiastical courts could either restrain it 
or soften its asperity. The attempt to curb the laity 
increased the evil. The severities inflicted on the clergy 
for violations of ritual and what they called scruples of 
conscience led very frequently on their part to open 
breaches of the law, and to an autocratic maintenance 
of right of action and private opinion. Obedience to 
lawfully constituted authority formed a very small part 
"• Ste Note, p. 18. 
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of the creed of many of the able, eloquent and devoted, 
but often indiscreet men, whose names arc appended to 
this document, in which their complaints are brought for- 
ward in a precise and clearly expressed style, and the 
accuracy of their statements appears to be indisputable. 
They were well known as the great preachers, contro- 
versialists and divines of the Anglican Church, especially 
in South Lancashire, and yet they were discouraged and 
repudiated by the queen, who cared little for the pro- 
motion of earnest and spiritual religion, and who thought 
that two or three preachers were quite sufficient for a 
diocese." Nor was the bold and out-spoken preaching 
of these men much more regarded by the courtiers, 
although their pulpit abilities, eloquence and loyalty were 
recognized by Grindall and vindicated by Chaderton, 
Nor ought it to be forgotten that they did not possess a 
particle of that rancour and animosity against the Church 
which broke forth with such fearful vehemence in the 
next century. Their vocation was the pulpit and not 
authorship, few of them having left writings which sur- 
vive. The very history of their proceedings has been 
rescued, tanquani tabula naiifragii, from the mouldering 
records of the Consistory Court of Chester, and the in- 
teresting document, now printed for the first time, brings 
to our notice the leading events which saddened their 
ministry and impaired their usefulness. They com- 
plained of others and were ready to anathematise them, 
" Strype's Parker, Appendix, pp. 177, 178. 
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forgetting that they themselves had been more or less 
coerced ; and they bitterly felt that the dominant power 
which had been somewhat imperiously exercised against 
them was in its effect what they regarded as a violation 
of the right of conscience, but they uncharitably disre- 
garded the same plea when it was urged by their adver- 
saries. All parties at that time were equally sincere, 
being equally ignorant of tliat great compromise, which 
Jeremy Taylor in the next century called Toleration. 
The Elizabethan divines thought, with Shakspeare, that 
"aye and no, too, was no good divinity." {Lear, act iv, 
sc. 6, gS.) 

Their aversion to some of the local customs to which 
the people had long been habituated was deeply founded 
in the high standard of the new religious life to which 
they were devoted. Their strong objections to things in 
themselves indift'erent now only produce a smile, but with 
their surroundings these objections perhaps could hardly 
be pronounced unreasonable. Although we notice an 
aggregation of observances alike complained of some of 
these were clearly on the side of excess and others of 
defect. Some were obviously illegal, and others inex- 
pedient ; and it may seem to us that most of the things 
complained of ought to have met with a ready hearing 
and a speedy reform before the Hampton Court Con- 
ference took place in the next reign. Misdemeanours, 
petty offences and civil acts in direct violation of the law, 
being allowed to pass unnoticed and unpunished, cer- 
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tainly indicates a low and lamentable state of civilisa- 
tion. 

It was at this time that tlie reformed faith was im- 
perilled by the dissentlons of her own friends on small 
differences of opinion, chiefly relating to ceremonies.'* 
Moderate men saw the danger, and happily remained 6rm. 
They adhered to the existing forms which had been made 
in the interest of comprehension, and were "more studious 
of union and concord than of innovations and new-fangle- 
ness;"'* but popular excitement was too bitter and intense 
to see any value or merit in the concessions whicli had 
been made, and the wonder is, how the Church escaped 
so well out of the storm of clamour by which she was 
assailed. 

It ought, however, to be recorded as a proof of the 
moderation of some members of the hierarchy at this 
time, that they more than sympathised with at least some 
of the clergy whose conscientious views of duty reflected 
credit upon them. The clergy had counted the cost of 
their insubordination, and voluntarily suffered loss in the 
day of trial. Harassed by various causes several of them 
were led to resign their benefices, and retired into private 
life, whilst the bishops laudably exerted their influence, in 
some instances, in favour of a son or relative of an incum- 
bent who had been either deprived or had resigned." 

" Concerning ceremonies why some be abolished and some retained. 
Introduction to the Prayer Book. 

'3 Ibid. » Derby Household Hooks, Notes, p. i8i. 
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The High Comtnissioti Court had been more stem than 
the prelates in compelling obedience to the law ; and the 
clergy, it may be feared, generally found the proceedings 
to be expensive, and the penalties sometimes dispropor- 
tioned to the offence. 

Nor ought it to be forgotten that most of the clergy 
here named had listened to " the Truth," as the martyr 
Bradford "taught it out of the pulpit at Manchester" 
(as he writes to his mother at Blackley),'* and were 
also personally known, and some of them related to 
bishop Chaderton, who, like Bradford, was a native of 
Manchester, " and of an ancient and worshipful family," 
This prelate had long resided in the town of Manchester, 
and his hall, kitchen and cellar, like his contemporary Ber- 
nard Gilpin's, being alike capacious and well supplied, he 
was there "given to hospitality."" He was personally 
interested in its welfare, and was well acquainted with its 
wants and with the wants of his diocese. Many of the 
clergy here named, it will be observed, had been bom of 
good local families, and had been educated in the county. 
They had, unhappily, placed themselves, or had been 
placed by others, in antagonism with their diocesan, and 
it may be feared had sometimes, like others of their 
brethren, disregarded his fatherly counsels and reasonable 
admonitions. A close examination of his diocesan records 

" Letters of the Martyrs, p. 349, 8vo, 1837. 

" II February 1584-5, was buried al ihe Collegiate church, "Lau- 
rence Twist, Cooke lo my Lordc Bysshopp." R^iter Book. 
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leads to the conclusion that Chaderton was a cautious and 
temperate bishop, and certainly not hostile to the more 
moderate doctrinal Puritans, nor inclined at any time 
during his long northern episcopate to bring undue 
pressure against them. 

It is to be lamented that at such a critical period in the 
history of the Church the "keeping or omitting of a 
ceremony," and the " decent order of public worship/'^' 
should have exercised so great an influence on the minds 
of earnest and good men, and have disunited them from 
their lawful guides, thus imperilling the fundamental 
principles of the Church which they all loved, and which 
they recognized as part and parcel of the law of the land. 
It has been observed that history repeats itself, and these 
remarks, which refer to the Church in the time of queen 
Elizabeth are, unhappily, equally applicable to the Church 
in the time of queen Victoria. 

It is, after all, an important fact that by the fervid 
preaching of these apostolic men an impression was 
made upon the people of South Lancashire in favour of 
the Reformation which has never been effaced. Towards 
the latter part of the next century there were very few 
families left in that large, populous and important divi- 
sion of the county, which adhered to the creed of Rome ; 
and in the beginning of the eighteenth century bishop 
Gastrell, who enquired into the state of the Church with 

^"^ Concerning ceremonies, Prayer Book, 
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an especial reference to separatists and sects throughout 
his diocese, found by the parochial returns which were 
made, that in the large parishes of Rochdale,^® Bury," 
Oldham*^ and Radcliffe,*^ there was not a single Roman 
Catholic left — that in Manchester** there were only 
thirteen, and in Salford** three, families, whilst Middleton" 
and Prestwich** contained no more than one family each, 
holding the pre-reformation creed with the fatal additions 
made to it by the modern Council of Trent — notwith- 
standing the proud motto, " Semper Eadeni'' 

F. R. R. 

^® Notitia CesiricnsiSf vol. ii, part i, p. 121, Chetham series. 

13 Ibid., p. 27. 20 /^;v/.^ p, III. " Ibid., p. 158. 

2- Ibid,, p. 57. 23 /^;V/., p. 92. 

^ Ibid., p. 96. ** Ibid., p. 107. 



STATE, CIVIL AND ECCLESIASTICAL," 

OF THE COUNTY OF LANCASTER, ABOUT 
THE YEAR 1590. 



The niani/olde Enormities of tlie Ecclesiasticall state 
in tlte most partes 0/ the Countie of Lancaster ; 
and many of thrni- in som partes also of Che- 
shin i -well kttoiven to tlu Preachers and to 
many [0/] the faithfull Professors tlureof: and 
easely to be proved by divers particular Instances} 



I, Continuall recourse of Jesuites and Si 
these partes. 



Priestes into 



II. Many places and persons iustly suspected to have Masses 
daily : and som evidently detected. 

III. Divers maried in privat houses withoute any Bandcs asked, 
or any Intelligence thereof gcven to the Minister of the Churche : 
and divers also in like sorte Baptized : bothe, iustly suspected to 
be done by Massinge Priestes, and som saide to be rcbaptized 
by them. 

' Indoncd in a later hand ; Infonnation of the Lancashire Mmistera concerning 
Papists, JeiDils. &c. 



• • • • 
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• • • 

IV. Popi^h^'^a'stes and ffestivalles^ (now abrogated in the 
Churche of England) duely observed in all these partes, and that 
with grea\'(ff devotion then the Sabboth against which daies 
CrosSesj-ih streetes and highe waies ar in many places ofte de- 
voVrtly garnished, and wax Candelles duely prepared. 

.•* V. ffairesand Marketes^inmost Townesarvsually keptevppon 
the Sabboth : by occasion whereof divine Service in the ffore- 
noone is greatly neglected. 

VI. Wackes, Ales, Greenes, Maigames, Rushbearinges, Beare- 
baites, Doveales, Bonfiers, all maner vnlawfull Gaming, Pipinge 
and Daunsinge, and suche like, ar in all places frely exercised 
vppon y« Sabboth.* 

VII. By Occosion whereof it comethe to passe, that the youthe 
will not by any meanes be brought to attende the Exercise of 
Catechizinge in the Afternoone : neither the people to be presentt 
at the Eveninge Service. So that it wer harde for the Preacher 
to finde a compitent Congregation in any Churche to preache 
vnto. 



' Such as the Fast of St Michael, on which every adult person was required to live 
. three days upon bread and water before the Feast of St. Michael, going barefoot to 
church. {Fosbroke, voL ii, p. 701.) Festivals held at particular seasons and on special 
days were abrogated, such as Candlemas, St. David*s day, St. Patrick's day, May 
day, Lammas day, and on almost every day of the year ; but Festa Dominica or 
Saints' days instituted either by the Apostles themselves or by ancient councils were 
retained and observed in the Church of England. (See Book of Common Prayer, 
Preface. ) 

• These were the Feria on which the festival of the patron and other saints was 
celebrated. This occasioned a large concourse of people, and a demand for goods, 
wares and merchandise, followed. Deeds and charters were executed always on these 
occasions, as the great men who were the witnesses of the transactions recorded in 
them were sure to be present. 

* The English Puritans maintained that the Lord's day was the Jewish Sabbath 
(Gen. ii. ), and the Papists insisted that it was merely a festival. Parliament in the next 
reign first restrained and then permitted some of these amusements. 
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VIII. There ar in all partes divers notoriouse Rccusantes not 
yet reformde ; whose presumption (they beinge of the better 
sorte) drawethe the inferior sorte into no small bowldnesse. 

IX. Those that seme to be reformed from theirc former state of 
Recusancic, now come so seldom to the Churche, and there behave 
them selfes so vnconformably : (som, withdrawinge them to the 
farthest partes of the Churche from the worde ; som bestowinge 
them selfes in theire owne private praiers ; som, talkinge, or 
otherwise misspendinge the time ; som, scorninge of the publique 
action of the ministerie); that, theire presence dot he more hurte, 
then theire absence did. 

X. Many Commers to the Churche, refuse to Communicat. 

XI. The most of those that Communicate at Ester, refuse to 
Communicat at any time of y yeare else.* 

XII. The rather to avoide the Communion at other times of 
the yeare, the Parishe will not be brought by any meanes to con- 
tribute towardsc the provision of Bread and wine for the Com- 
munion, either monetlily, or Quarterly, or at any time of the 
yeare at all.* 

XIII. The youthe bothe of the Gcntrie, and of the common 
sorte ar nosclcd^ vpp in Poperie by many popishe Schoolcmasters, 
fostered in gentlemcns houses and other places. 

XIV. The disturbance of the divine Service most offensive to 
everle good Conscience. 

• Tbe 31 Canon of 1603'requires e^'ery parishioner lo communicate at leas! ihrice \a 

* By the 20 Canon ( 1603) the curate and churchwurdeas were required to provide 
the bread and wine al the charges of the parish, (Sec Prayer Bivi.) 

T An old word, meaning nuned. Spenser unites il "nouiled." Fairy Qumt, 1. vi, 
|). »3; "nusle," Nares' Glois. 
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1. By the continuall Intercourse of people in and owte 
of the Churche : the most coming in when Service is 
halfe done ; many departinge forthe before it be fully 
ended, 

3. By the privat Praiers vsed of the most, with Crossinge 
and knockinges of theire Brcste, and som times with 
Beades dosly handeled. 

3. By the walkinge and Talkinge of som ; by the Scoraefull 

laffinge Countenance of other som. 

4. By the groate tumultes of the people remaininge in the 

Churchyarde, Strctes, and alehouses," in lime of divine 
service, ffrom whence stones ar often times throwen 
vppon the leades of the Churche, and many a cla- 
morowse noise and showte geven owte to the disquiet- 
inge of tile Congregation. 

5. By the vnseasonable comminge of those that ar to be 

maried, buried, and Christened, commonly towardse the 
endc of Service.* By meanes whereof many of the peo- 
ple {as theire mancr is) attendinge theire comminge, 
ar withhelde from the most parte of Service and the 
service by theire tumultuowse comminge in, not a litle 
interrupted. '° At which actions (and specially of Bap- 
tisme) many other (accowntinge it a matter imperti- 
nent vnto them) vse to departe the Churche, shewinge 
thereby no smale contemptc of the Sacrament. 

6. By Contentions (often times) abowte Seates," and places 

of Buriall in y* Churche: as also by makinge of the 
Graves in time of divine Service. 

7. By proclamations of Civile causes, som times required to 

* This evil was reniedied by the provision conUined in the 19 Caoon (i6o3). 

• This was probably on the week-day as well as on the Sunday. 

'* Disturbers of Divine Service are to be presented to the bishop by the ill Canon. 

" Pope Bonitace IX. by ■ bull dated A.D. 1393 and eiititted, De Vendiliune ledi- 
lium ID Ecclesiis PiLrocbialibui, recognises the custom of charging pew reals, so that 
thii is not a modem invention. (Archd. Sinclair's Charge, May 1864.) 
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be made to the Minister, som times made by the civill 
Officer him selfe in an indue time of service," 



XV. Manifolde popjshe Superstition vsed in the Buriall of the 
dead. 

1. Som vse the popishe Rites of Bunall towardse the dead 

Corps at home, as it wer burying it, befor it com to the 
Churche. • 

2. After that they sett forthe the Corse in theire houses 

all garnished with Crosses, and sett rounde aboirte with 
Tapers and Candelles burninge night and day, till it be 
caried to the Churche." All which time y* neighbors 
vse to visit the Corse, and there everie one to saye (a 
Pater noster, or De profundis) for the Sole : the Belles 
(all the while) beinge ronge many a solemne Peale. 
After which, they are made partakers of the ded manse 
dowle or Banquet of Charitie.'* 

3. Thus all thinges beinge accomplished in right Popishe 

order at home, at length they carie the Corse towardse 
the Churche all garnished with Crosses, which they sett 
downe by the way at everie Crosse, and there all of 
them devowtly on theire knees make prayers for the 
dead. 

4. And when in this superstitiowse sorte they have brought 

the corse to the Churche, some with hast prevent the 
minister, and burie the Corse them selves, becawse they 
will not be partakers of the service saide at the Burial! ; 
som, overtreate the minister to omitt the Service, and 
som times obtayne theire purpose ; and when the min- 

" This eii-il via remedied by ihe Rubric al Ihc end of ihe Niccne Creel. 

" The corpse was not at ihis lime placed in a coffin, bol wrapped in a Jiroud and 
Uld upon a bier and k> carried out to burial, generally on tbe day neil al^cr death. 

" A dole, consisling Mmetimei of a penny, sometimes of a small cake, and at othen 
of a banquet, was made at a funeral for all comers, to secure Ihe prayers of the 
b tor the Fellare of tbe dead man's wnil. 
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ister is redie to accomplishe the order of Service ap- 
pointed for the Buriall, many of these that com with 
the Corpes will departe : ffor, Recusantes refuse not to 
bringe it to y* Churche, thoughe they will not partake 
the Service of the Churche. 

. Then, concerninge those that remayne with the Corse 
till it be buried, when they have sett downe the Corse 
in the Church tlrey bende them selves to theire privat 
prayer with Crossinge and knockinge them selves. All 
knelinge rownde abowte the Corse neglectinge the pub- 
lique Service then in hand. And when the Corse is 
redie to be putt into the grave ; som, by kissinge the 
ded Coi-pes ; other, by wailingc the dead with more 
then Hethcnishe owtcries;'^ others, with open Invoca- 
tions for the dead ; and an other sorte with Janglinge 
the Belles, so disturbe the whole action, that the minister 
is ofte compelled to lett passe that parte of Service ap» 
pointed for the Buriall of the dead 'and to withdrawe 
him sclfc from theire tuniultuowsc Assembly. 

. After which Buriall, at theire Banquet in the Alehouse" 
they often times have a " Pater noster" for the dead. 

. All the day and night after the Buriall they vse to have 
excessive ringinge for y* dead as also at the twel- 
monethes day after," which they calle a minninge day. 
All which time of Ringinge, theire vse is to have theire 
privat devotions at home for the soule of the dead. 
But while the partie liethe sicke, they will never require 



"* This setilis lo be "the Irish howl," rtill continued in that country, tlthougii 
Duamgc says it is foriiiddcn in certain constitutions, (Ducange, v. Refiulalio.) 

I* The funeral feast was attended with great expense, being a scene of prodigality 
not to he described, and often injured the fojaily estate. (See Whilalier's IVhallry, 
bt vi,eh. ii, p. 505,) 

■' The anniversary of the day of the death, on which mass was said and prsyers 
specially Qficred for the soul of the departed. " Minning" is an old word, still used 
in Sooth LancAiliire, for reminding. 
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to have the Belle knowled, no, not at the pointe of 
deathe ;" whereby the people showld be sturred vp to 
prayer in due time ; neither will any allmost at that 
time desire to have the minister to come to him for 
comfort and instruction. 

XVI. The Action of mariage disturbed with many popishe 
Rites, as 

By sundrie Crosses vsed of the parties them selves : by 
transposinge the Ringe from finger to finger at the 
several! names of tlie father the sonne and the holy 
ghost :'3 By layinge downe and gevinge a large portion 
of money, as an Indowmcnt of the woman :^ by bring- 
inge the parties to and from the Churche with Pipinge,^' 
and spendinge the whole Sabbothc in Daunsinge. 



XVII. The Action of Baptisme not free from som popishe 
Rites, as 

In the departure of the Parent owte of the Churche," when 
y* Baptisme is in hand : also, in the triple submersion 
of the Infant all naked,'' and in y' devowte vse of y" 
Popishe Chrison.'* 



" This cuslom of tolling the bell during the iast 
meaning of which is here given, is unknown in South 
still in some agrit'ullural villages in ihc East Riding of 

I* I am told that this custam still prevails at the ma 
the Fjrlde, North Lancashire, although it is unknown ii 

" "The iccustomed duty to the Priest and Clerk' 
be "laid down" at the marriage service in tlie Church 

" These " Daunting and Pipinge" weddings are noi 
were sometimes witnessed upwards of forty years ago 
ancient parish of Rochdale. 

■ Afterwards allowed by the 29 Canon of 1603. 

" He shall dip the child in the water discreetly and 
certify that the child may well endure it, if 



hrU.) 
" Chri 



of the siclt person, the 
Lancashire, although it lingen 
Yorkshire. 

rriagc of Roman Catholics, in 
1 South Lancashire, 
is the only money required lo 
of England. 
probably unlinnwn, but they 
a at least one church in the 



warily if the God-parents shall 
shall be poured upon it. {Ru- 



n was cotuecrated oil and balsam, and one was said to represent the divine 
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XVIII. Notoriowse disorders in the Esterly Communion, 

1. The Communicantes will not be brought to give their 

names to the minister before the Communion,** that 
their state may be knowne to him. as is prescribed in the 
Coniins boke by meanes whereoff many notoriowse 
sinners and som Excommunicat ar ignorantly admitted 
to the Communion many times. 

2. Many intrude them selves to receive the Sacrament who 

before have not bin present at divine service, nor at 
any parte of the praiers before the Communion. After 
which maner in som places a silent Communion*^ con- 
tinueth a whole fore noone together. 

3. Many superstitiowsly refuse to take the Sacrament of 

either kinde with their hande, but proffer to receive it 
with their'mouthes at the hand of the minister, after the 
popishe maner ; som crosse them selves before they 
receive it, some crosse them selves with it. 

4. Generally, they behave them selves irreverently, twmultu- 

owsly, and ofte contentiowsly, amongest them selves 
and towardse the minister ; that, they may gett a spedie 
dispatch .... after which they all departe (one after an 
other) before the Communion and Service be ended : so 
that of a thowsand or two,^^ one score will not remayne 
to give thankes with the minister. All is so owte of 
order, that it would greve any Christian Conscience 
either to partake with them, or to minister to them. 



is here urged against the use 
n of Ihe Lord's 



vaA the other the humaa nature of Christ. No objec 
of the cross in baptism. 
** According to the Rubric, before the order for the admlnistr; 

" Being the worship md adoration of " Ihe Presence," not reeogniied by the Eng- 
lish Church either then or now. 

w The church is not named, but il was doubtless the CoUcgifllc church of Man- 
chester, in which there were one or two thousand communicants at one time. There 
does not appear to liave been more than one celebration during the day. 
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XIX. The ministers of the worde (reprovinge them for these 
Enormities) ar oft abused with reprochfuU tcrmes (even in time 

of publique ministration), with Slanderowse repo with secrete 

Libelles against them and their doctrine : and with violence som 
time offered, even in the Churche and procinctes thereof 



XX. There is no smale corruption in the Churche officers; 
as, in the Churchwardens, Sidemen, and Parishe Clerkes. 

1. They ar chostn by the singuler nomination of the gen- 

tlemen and better sorte of everie Towne, withowte the 
consent of the Pastor.^^ jjy meanes whereof it comethe 
to passe that they ar commonly of tlie meanest and 
lewdest sortc of the People, and therefore most fitt to 
serve the humor of the gcntrie and multitud. 

2. They ar seldom chosen in due time, and then hardly or 

never (many of them) browght in, to take theire Othe 
and to vndertake the Service. By Occasion whereof it 
commeth to passe, that the Church remaynetli the most 
parte of the yeare, destitute of those Officers : and 
thereby the publique Service discepointed, when any 
presentment is to be made of Offenders. And if it 
happen in som places that any of them appeare to be 
well furnished and honestly minded in that bchalfe, 
they dare presume, at the Instant when any such 
presentment is to be made, to remove any such one 
from the Office, and to put an other in his place, that, 
neither can, nor will give notis of their offences, by 
these and such like devises al! good Services ar disce- 
pointed, 

3. Herevnto are to be added the gentle hire and faire tretjes, 

as also the bitter Thretes and iniuriowse handlinge, 
which the ministers and the saide Church Officers often 
reape at the handes of those that stande in daunger 

" This evil was rcmovcJ by ihe 89 Canon of 1603. 
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of the Lawes '.^ whereby many of them ar driven into 
manifest periurie, and malefactors scape withowte pre- 
sentment. 
4. It is a generall practise of the Paritioners not to allow 
any thinge to the saide Officers to bcare theire charges 
in the said Service ; to the end, the said Offices may 
grow into vtter contenipte, and be the lesse carefully 
and honestly attended and discharged. 

XXI. The inconvenient state of Churches and Chappelles. 

1. The Churches generally lye ruinowse, vnrepaired and 

vnfurnished of thinges decent and necessarie for the 
action of the ministcrie ; because the Paritioners will 
not, any auctoritie directed from y* Ordinaries, contribut 
y' which is due for y* repaire thereof 3" 

2, The Chappelles of ease (which ar three times as many as 

the Parishe Churches, and more)^' throughe the back- 
wardnes of the evill affected people in coiiferringe due 
maintenance to a minister; as also throwghe the sole 
interest they took to them selves in the appointment of 
their Curat, with owte the consent of their pastor (vicar 
or Parson) ar, many of them, vtterly destitute of any 
Curates thereby growe into vtter mine and desolation ; 
many of them supplied with leude men ;32 and som, 



•* The "presentments" made annually al Eister by the minister and churchwardens 
must have been exceedingly obnoxious to delmijucats. 

' The churchwnrdetu and bidesmen are empowered by Ihe S5 Canon to provide for 
thete and other neceoaries. 

" This unfortunate state of our large parish churches and their filial chapels was 
allowed to continue until our own lime, when, chiefly through ihe wise administrative 
ability of bishop Wilberforce, a sub-divtsion of the large Anglo-Norman parishes has 
taken place, and the parochial system has been largely extended. South Lancashire 
in l86o contained no more than seven rectories and vicarages, and more than one 
hundred chapels. The 86 Canon provided for the survey of churches and chapels by 
ecclesiastical oHicers, once in every three years. 

" The scandalous cure* made ihe scandalous euraies. 
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with such, as have no ministerie, but take vppon them to 
be bare Readers. By meanes whereof it commeth to 
passe, that the most of the people refraine theire Parishe 
Church, vnder pretence of their Chappelles, and hav- 
inge no service at tlieir Chappelles,^ com at [none] at all ; 
but, many of them grow into vtter Athcisme and Bar- 
barismc, manie inioy full securitie in Poperie and all 
Popishe practises. 
3. The Contentions abowte Seates and Burialles in many 
Churches are vnappcasabie, which cause no smale Con- 
fusion and Daunger. 

* This statement wu ool applicable to Rochdale parish, one of the largest of the 
Anglo-Nifrniau parishei here described. Mr. Midgley, the vicar, had provided paini- 
laking preaching miaistcrs at the several ancient chapels irilhin his parish ; and if the 
candlesticks were not of gold Ihcy were not cxacll)' of clay, although lord Bacon said, 
and he knew them well, thai the Puritan preachers Incited two things, learning being 
one, and lirvt the other. His remark, as regards learning, was more applicable to the 
minister? of the chapels than to those who held the higher incumbencies; and yA at 
this time Mr. John Wild of Saddleworth, 15S3-1593 (iaiit. MSS., vol. xxxvii, p. 14}, 
Mr. William Greaves of Ljttleborough, 1572-1596-7 (IbUI., p. 247), Mr. Laurence 
Hey of Milnrow. 1587-1602 \niid., p. 314), and Mr. Gilbert Astley of Todmordeo, 
1590-1611 {/iiii., p. 16), had all been epii>cupa!ly ordained and licensed by the bishop, 
and were all resident on their cures DJid none of ihem plunUists. Two of them, at 
least, were surrc^tes of the chancellor, and all of them appreciated by their respec- 
tive congiegalions, and men of anblemishcd characters. They laboured mightily to 
turn away the people from Popery, and succeeded, and yet they were often cited by 
the bishops for trivial breaches of the rubrics, and suETered ecclesiastical censure ; but 
thcjr were never fined, suspended, or d^raded from their ministry, probably in con- 
scqueilcc of the precarious and voluntary nature of their Incomes. Their hearers, 
with one esception, assessed their lands to raise what the rustics in their homely 
phrase called "the Minister's Chapel Wage," and this assessment continued to be 
thdr only support until the seasonable operation of Queen Anne's Bounty in the be- 
gimiiiig of the hist century, II was this clerical dependance on the laity for tlieir 
nppoit which led the inhabitants of the above-named ancient parochial chapelries 
to claim the patronage of the benefices and lo seek to become, as old vicar Pigol 
Slid in 1711, "Lords over the Church and its Priests." His vicariate of sixty years 
at Rochdale, however, enabled him to settle the legal right of the mother church to 
the nomination of incumbents to these chapels, which are all now recogniied as parish 
churches, haiHng their chapelt, which are not however dependant upon them. 



1 2 Civil afut Ecclesiastical State of the 

4. The provision for the poore by a common and certaine 
Collection according to Statute in all Churches is vtterly 
neglected.3* 

XXII. Sundrie notoriowse vises abowndinge, by meanes of y« 
former confusion in y« Ecclesiasticall state. 

1. VnlawfuU and vnresonable vsurie in no Cuntrie more 

Common.35 

2. ffornication and Adulterie in all sortes shamfully prosti- 

tuted. 

3. Drunkenncs maintayned by the multitude of Alehouses, 

and vnresonable strength of Ale soulde with owte sise 
of Statute : a vise, altogether vnpunished and not any 
way punished that we knowe.^^ 

4. Seditiowse and mutinowse talkinge vppon the Alebench 

and openly in their street assemblies tendinge to the 
depravinge of Religion and the ministerie now estab- 
lished, and to the advancement of Poperie and Popishe 
practises. 

5. Continuall .swcringe and Blaspheminge the name of god 

in the mouthc of owld and young, Riche and poore ; 
no way punished or punishable. 

XXIII. The Ordinarie Jurisdiction generally despised.^^ 
I. Citations from the Ordinarie lightly regarded. 



•* The first compulsory statute for the relief of the poor was 27 Hen. VIII. A° 1 535, 
amended by the 22 Eliz. 1580, and again 43 Eliz. 1600. 

* In the 37 lien. VIII. interest was fixed at 10 per cent. This statute was repealed 
by Edw..VI,, but re-enacted 13 Eliz. 1570. 

* By the I Jac. I. c. 9, 1603, a quart of the best ale was to be charged a penny, 
and two quarts of the smaller sort the same. In 1621 sir Giles Mompesson and sir 
Francis Mitchell were emi>owered to license public houses, there being about 13000 
of them in England. 

•7 The bishops were at this time unpopular, and some of them, especially bisho]^ 
('ha<lerton, un<lcscrvc<lly so. 
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2. Excommunications not feared ; many like well to con- 

tinewe in that state, and seke no restitution, 

3. To prosecute vppon the (significavit) is to chargeable 

and tediowse in matters of office, beinge so many, and 
against those ofte, tliat ar of smale abilitic. 

4. Commissions from the Ordinarie to order matters gene- 

rally amisse never effectuall. 

5. Anpuall Synodes and trienniall visitations, throwgh the 

former imperfections of the Ecclesiasticall 
inges, voide of all validitie and good effectc. 



What may be done at the Quarterly Sessions and generall 
Assises for the reformation of these manifold Enormities knowe 
we not ; what hathe bin done, or rather what hath not bin done 
heretofore we knowe to well by overlonge experience. All 
which wc referre to yo' wo : godly and wise consideration, 
wherein the lorde guide you aright with his holy spirit. Amen. 



The names of the Preachers ii 
geve Testimony herevnto : 

(a) Peter Shaw 
{b) Oliuer Carter 
(c) William Lancley 
(rf) John Buckleye 
{e) Leonard Shaw 
(/) Miles Aspinall 
{£) James Gosnell 
(A) Peter White 
(/) Edward Welshe 



the Cowntie of Lancaster, that 



{j) Edwarde ffletewoodde 
(k) John Caldwall 

(/) Ro: OSBALDESTON 

(w;) Edwarde Assheton 
{«) James Smyth 
(0) Richard Meidglay 
(/) John Ashworth 
{g) Henry Sumner. 



NOTES. 



(a) Peter Shaw was probably a soq of Mr. Peter Shaw of Heaih Char- 
nock, Standish, of a well connected family and of strong Protestant views. 
He was elected a scholar of Trinity college, Cambridge, in 1560, went 
out B.A. in 1563-4. was subse^iuently elected a fellow, and in 1567 
commenced M.A.; he proceeded B.D. in 1574, and was created D.D. 
in 1583. (Cooper's Alhen. Caniab., vol. ii, p. 493.) He was instituted 
to ihe rectory of Bury on the presentation of Edward earl of Derby, K.G., 
1 April 1570 {Lane. AfSS., vol. xxii, p. 54), and was collated to a pre- 
bend ofDuriiani in 1572 by his kinsman, bishop Pilkington. On the 
31 May 1595 he was commissary of Matthew (Hutton) archbishop of 
York at his visitation of the diocese of Chester during a vacancy of ihc 
see (fiid, p. 30); nor is it quite clear whellier he or his son was pre- 
sented to the rectory of Doddlestone in Cheshire on the 34 November 
1596, on the nomination of Richard Grosvenor of Eaton es(\.,pro Me 
vue. (Ibid.) He was one of the ecclesiastical commissioners for the 
North. He gave about 140 volumes to the hbrary of Trinity college, 
Cambridge. He died rector of Bury in June 1608, being succeeded in 
that living by Hugh Watmough, B.D., a Yorkshire man, who was pre- 
sented to it by his father-in-law, the learned and famous John Favour, 
LL,D., vicar of Halifax, by permission of William earl of Derby. 
(I6iii.) His son Peter Shaw, M.A. of Trinity hail and Magdalene 
college, Cambridge, became rector of Radcliffe, and was elected a fel- 
low of the Collegiate church, Manchester. He did what he could to 
strengthen the sectarian forces, which in his time were leagued against 
the college, with the purpose of degrading it from its position as an 
episcopal church and thus ignorantly crippling its power for good. He 
is named briefly in A/Am. Caniab., vol. ii, p. 493, and Fasti Mancun., 
a MS. For further notice of Shaw the elder, see Derby Houseliold 
Books. Notes, pp. 166—7. 



1 6 Notes. 

(i) OuvER Carter, a native of Richmondshire, matricuLited as a pen- 
sioner and scholar of St. John's college, Cambridge, on the lady Mar- 
garet's foundation in November 1555, proceeded B.A. in 1559-60, and 
appointed humanity examiner 5 September 1563. On the 18 March 
1561-3, he was admitted a fellow. He proceeded M.A. in 1563, was 
junior bursar 9 January 1564-5, became college preacher 15 April 1565, 
university preacher 1567, senior bursar 16 January 1567-8, sacrist 34 
January 1568-9, and B.D. 1569- About the year 1570 he was elected 
a fellow of the Collegiate church of Manchester, under queen Mary's 
foundation, and he was retained in his fellowship in queen Elizabeth's 
charter of the college in 1578, being therein described by the queen as 
" our well beloved," and in all respects competent for the dignity. Dean 
Nowell was his persona! friend and co-fellow at Manchester, and inter- 
ceded on his behalf for further patronage from lord Burghley, which he 
does not ap|)ear to have obtained. Carter was charged in 1595 with 
making wills and being "a common solHcitor in temporall causes" 
(Lane. MSS., vol. xxii, p. 132); being probably like his contemporary, 
the learned Dr. Favour, vicar of Halifax, not only the best divine, but 
the best lawyer, and (he best physician in his parish. (Watson's HUt. 
of Halifax.) He was a learned divine, an acute controversialist, and 
an influential preacher in Manchester, where, conirary to the wont of 
the fellows at that time, he constantly resided and had private pupils. 
He was disliked by Dr. Dee, but was apparently the least troublesome 
of the Lancashire puritans to the bishops, although he admitted that he 
never wore the surplice owing to his dislike of Popery, which was a 
feeble excuse for a learned man like him, who more than once boasted 
of his moderation, and stated that he had "come to the supper in godlie 
sort," which probably meant according to the Prayer Book order, and 
who cordially saluted bishop Chaderton, and prayed " the Lorde have 
you in his keepinge, and make us all of one minde in his howse, that 
we may subdue the Roman hydra, yet onlie wounded, and thus secure 
Gods protection and love for the welfare of his Church. From Man- 
chester July 21 1591." {Lane. MSS., vol. Letters.) At this time he 
was in the decline of life, and neither unknown nor unappreciated by 
scholars and divines. Dr. Fulke and Mr. Oliver Carter answered Edward 
Rishton's challenge. (See Fulke's Works, vol i, p. 8; vol. ii, p. 3.) In 
1624, Eristow's reply to Oliver Carter had not been forgotten in Man- 
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Chester, as the learned Dr. John White, vicar of Eccles, in his " Preface 
to ihe Reader" in Tht Way to the Trtie Church, obsen-es that Bristow, 
" in contumatious and stage-like speeches'" against Carter, says : " there 
are more declamations in Grecke in one common school of the Jesuits, 
than in both your Universities" {I dare say) "being ioined together, 
and belter Maisters of Arts of two or three years teaching, tlirough all 
Logick and Philosophic, than with you in seven years. Yonr tongues 
will not now serve, no, nor your siudie of Divinitie itself in Calvin's 
schoole. Contie once to the Catholic Schools and you will be ashamed 
of yourselfe, as manie a one alreadie is, that thought himselfe, and was 
thought of others, at home, a j'ollie fellowe." (Bristow's Reply, p- 364.) 
Dr. White sarcastically says tliat he, and doubtless Oliver Carter, was 
reminded by this tall talk, of the Stage and of the first act and scene 
of " Plautus his Braggadochio." The answer to Dr. Richard Bristow's 
Motives, called by Carter, Popish Questions ami Demands, is a brief but 
very able work (lamo, pp. 84, 1579) ; it did not however prevent Bris- 
tow's TVra/wf being reprinted at Antwerp in 1599, 8vo, and translated 
into Latin by Dr. Worthington in 1608, 4to. In 1580 Carter is styled 
"SaoB ThcotogiiE Professor," but it does not apjjear that he ever gra- 
duated D.D. {Lane. MSS., vol. xxii, p. 54.) He was buried at Man- 
chester, 2o March 1604-5. (See Derby Household Boolts, pp. 123-33 ; 
Fasti Mancuniens. : Lane. MSS., vol. xl, pp. 143— g ; Cooper's Athen, 
Cantab., vol. ii, p. S90 ; Notes and Queries, and series, vol, iv, p. 130 ; 
Jones's Chetham Popery 7'racts, part 1, pp. 44-5.) 



{c) William Langley. There were two rectors of Prestwich of this 
name in the reign of queen Hizabelh, both of them of the same ancient 
family and both of them remarkable men, although their leading cha- 
racteristics and identity have escaped the research of the local writers. 
The first of them was, probably, brother of Thomas Langley, B.D., one 
of archbishop Cranmer's chaplains, who was not remotely connected with 
the patron, he being the descendant and representative of Prestwich the 
founder, as, on the i October 1542, the next presentation to the rectory 
of Prestwich was granted to William Davenport of Bramhall esq., Tho- 
mas Holte of Grislehurst esq., and Geoffrey Shakerley of Shakerley esq,, 
by Robert Langley of Agecroft esq., the true patron. And on the 28 May 
1552 Mr. Davenport alone nominated his relative, William Langley, M.A., 
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clerk (son of Thomas I-angley gent., deceased), to the living then vacant 
by the death of William Langley, clerk, the last incumbent, who was 
the son of Robert Langley of Agecroft esq. (cousin and heir of warden 
Langley of Manchester, rector of Ptestwich) by his wife Eleanor, daugh- 
ter of William Radcllffc of Ordshall esq. His uncle William Langley 
held the living in 1525, and was an executor of his mother's will, dated 
10 May 1533. (Law. AfSS., vol. xxii, p. aa.) About the year 1556, 
Itmp. (niccn Mary, sir William Langley, clerk, parson of Prestwich, 
proKcciitcd in the Duchy court Thomas Crompton and others, lessees, 
for the non-payment of rents in arrears for parsonage lands at Prestwich 
and Oldham and for the detention of certain litle deeds, sir Robert 
i^inglcy knt, claiming the same. At this time Mr. W. Langley, the new 
rector (born about the year i s i a, Kt. 56 in 1 568), who was the nephew of 
William Langley the late rector, and brother of sir Robert Langley knt. 
the patron, and was a professed adherent, like the rest of Edward VL's 
clerks, of the reformed faith ; but he held his benefice without being 
disturbed during the reign of queen Mary, subscribed to the Articles of 
1563, "for avoiding of dii'ersiiies of opinions and for the establishing 
of consent touching true religion " {ibid.\ and thereby recognised queen 
Elitabrth's "just title as Defender of the Faith, and Supreme [tem- 
poral] Governor of the Church within her dominions." He was 
however, not unjustly, suspected of holding other views, and, being 
a lukewarm conformist, was summoned before the commissioners of 
William (Downham) bishop of Chester on the 5 June 1569- He at 
that time openly admitted that he hat! said service and administered the, 
■acraments in his church at Prestwich, "agenst his conscience verie 
sore, and that now therof he grievoslie repenteth." Being pressed to 
State his particular objections to the order of the Church of England, he 
answered weakly enough, " that Baptism, as now used in England, is not 
gowi, nor accordinge lo the order of the Holy Catholic Church, because 
it wanteth Oil and Chresme, and Confirmation the same, and that he 
would ncyther mynister nor receyve the Sacraniente of the Lord's 
Supper, because it is administered and given against the order of the 
Catholic Church." He deplored also the want of unity. The com- 
missioners treated hira apparently with great forbearance ; not forgetting 
that he was well connected by family ties and of mature years. They 
did not menace or reproach him, or harshly urge him to resign his bene- 
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tice, but desired him to reconsider his position, and to conform to the 
laivs of the realm. They wished him to return to his home and living, 
and to enjoy the temporalities in such a manner as should please the 
queen's majesty and be agreeable to the laws. He was however in- 
exorable, and refused to comply. On the 13 June 1569 (holding his 
original views on the Church and State question), he appeared again 
before the bishop and his commissioners at Chester, and was required 
to enter into a bond of one hundred marks, " 10 kepe the compas and 
circuit to hym lymited and appoyntcd," by order of the commissioners, 
"until soche tyme and daye as he shalhe enlarged," — from which it 
might seem that he was put under some mild restraint, probably living 
in the house of one of the commissioners. He was deprived of his 
benefice, and his future course is unknown. He was unmarried. It is 
not improbable that his views had been strengthened by his connection 
with Richard Shacklock of Moston, the Holts of Grisleburst, and with 
young William Holt of Ashworth, afterwards of Oriel college, Oxford, 
and the Jesuit friend of Mary queen of Scots, {Ibid., pp. aio-ij.) 
All these men were zealous recusants, and were opposed by sir Robert 
Langley of Agecroft knL and by his wife's family the Tniffords of 
Trafford. 

No time had been lost in appointing his successor, and he was the 
individual whose name is subscribed to this petition on Lancashire 
"Enormities." On the 9 July 1569 Jaraes Assheton of Chaderton gent 
and Dorothy his wife, one of the daughters and coheirs of sir Robert 
Langley of Agecroft knt. deceased, nominated lyUUam LangUy, M.A., 
to the parsonage of Prestwich, vacant by the deprivation of Mr. William 
Langley, the last incumbent there (Cam. MSS., vol. xxii, p. 40), and on 
the 19 July he was instituted and subscribed (to the Articles}.* On the 
18 September 1557, William Langley of the diocese of Chester was or- 
dained an acolyte by bishop Bird at Chester, for w"' he paid a fee of xii* ; 
on the 35 March 1558, he was ordained a sub-deacon and deacon, on 

' A bond daletl 2 August 1569 from William Langley clerk, rector of Preslwich, to 
James Ashctan of Chaderton gent., son and heir apparent of Ktimund Asbeton ch]., 
in loool. {mi/le liirii) covcnaacs that Ihe said William shall not by his good-will or 
consent hereafter do any act whereby the said James Ashelon or his heira shall forfdt 
an obligation, dated i July tl Kliz., wherein the S3id James and others stand bound to 
the Reverend Father in God, William, bishop of Chester. (ia/K. A/SS. ) 
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the title of sir Robert Langley of Agecrofte lent; and on the 5 June 
1558, a priest by Cuthbert bishop of Chester, on the nomination or title 
of his relative sir Thomas Holt of Gristkhurst knt* {Lane. MSS., vol. 
xxii, p. 363.) He was a son of Laurence Langley of Manchester gent 
(younger brother of Thomas Langley of Agecroft), Laurence being ap- 
pointed a co-execulor of his mother's will In 1532, although it was not 
])roved until 1557- (Lane, ami Chesh. Wills, vol. ii, p. 16.) Laurence 
Langley left issue: (1) Robert Langley gent., born in 1534, at. 24 and 
upwards in 1559, boroughreeve of Manchester in 1579, 1587 and 1595, 
and buried 3 July 1606, leaving three sons and three daughters by his 
wife Mabel, daughter of Thomas Tildesley of Wardley esq.; (i) Isabel, 
married first, Edmund Chaderton of Nuthurst gent, nephew of the 
bishop {Lane. MSS., vol. xxii, p. 375), and second, WiUiam Radchffe 
of Manchester gent.; (3) William Langley, M.A. (the new rector), who 
was born about the year 1535, "being aged 70 and infirm" on the 11 
October 1605. Mr. W. Langley, like his patron Mr, Asshelon, was a 
zealous and earnest advocate of the Reformed faith, and from his social 
position was recognised as one of the chief leaders of the Church io 
the deanery of Manchester. He hsd the misfortune to incur the dis- 
pleasure of the highest members of the Church and State in making 
some incautious observations adverse to the absolute authority of the 
Crown, in an exUmpore sennon delivered in Prestnnch church. Tliese 
remarks were transmitted by some of "the accusers of the brethren," 
to high quarters, and partly owing to the unsettled state of religion in 
and about Manchester, and pardy owing to the vigorous character of 
archbishop Grindall, prompt and decided measures of repression were 
deemed necessary in order that other disaffected or disloyal clergymen 
might be admonished, and Mr. Langley not be allowed to escape public 
censure and the most abject humiliation. 

"On the s July 1591 before William (Chaderton) Bishop of Chester 
in his Episcopal Palace there, in the presence of John Morgell, Notary 
Public, the said Reverend Father according to such directions as he has 

• These lay (illes are a singular instance of a JeViation from the cnnons or the Church 
and maj perhaps be referred to the coiiTusion of Ihe time, Ihc irregularity of the biibopl, 
or the itiRuence of Ibc court haqjics. Il was nut unusual in the reign of queen Eliza- 
beth for learned taymen to be ajipoiuied to cuionriei and liencSccs, but these were 
Mceptions to the general rule. 
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received from ihc most Reverend Father in God John, Archbishop of 
Canterbury, and the Right Hon. Henry Earl of Derby, two of the Lords 
of Her Majesty's Host Honourable Privy Council, who by Letters dated 
'at Lambeth' 13 June and subscribed with 'his Lordship's hand,' hath 
appointed William Langley publicly in his parish Church of Preslwich 
to make Confession upon Sunday which shall be the 18 day of this pre- 
sent July in the time of Common Prayer in the forenoon, and to return 
a Certificate unto the said Reverend Father within ten days following, 
from the Churchwardens there ; Also from John Wallworke of Pilkinton 
William Wilson, John Scholes and James Scholes of Prestwich or any 
two of them, together with the Churchwardens or two of them at the 
least, as he will answer the contrary at his peril" {Lane. MSS., vol. xxii, 
p. 314) 

The "Confession" to be read by the recto 
the nature of the supposed offence committed. ; 

" ll'Aereas for matter delivered in the manner 
by me made, 1 have been convinced by witnes 
unadvised, untrue, and untlutiful speeches, concerning Ihc Queen's most 
excellent Majesty and her Royal Prerogative in CauscH Ecclesiastical, 
and against the Lords and others of her Majesty's most Hon. Privy 
Council, and against the Justice of the Land. I do here Confess that I 
am very heartily sorry that I have so failed in ray Duty by want of such 
consideration as I ought to have taken, and that any [should] have had 
cause to take offence thereat : Therefore I do here before you and this 
congregation Confess and Uufeignedly Acknowledge Her Majesty's 
lawful supreme authorily under God in all causes, and over and above 
all persons, as well Ecclesiastical as Civil within Her Highnesses Do- 
minions and in all manner of Jurisdiction Ecclesiastical, and thai the 
Person of her royal Majesty is not, nor ought to be, subject unto any 
censure of Excommunication or Suspension within or without her 
Realms or Dominions. 

" I do likewise Confess and Acknowledge that all this Realm and 
Church have, and do daily receive at God's hands many singular bless- 
ings and benefits, by the wisdom, csre, and great circumspection of Her 
Majesty's most hon. privy council, whom (as in duty I am also bound) 
I do hold to be persons of great virtue honour and sincerity in true 
Religion. Lastly, I do in like sort acknowledge that the Justice of the 
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land both in matters Ecclesiastical and Civil is and since her Majesty's 
happy Government haih been as sincerely and upriglitiy administered as 
hath in any memory or record of former lymes been heretofore practised 
in any Christian Stale. And that there is no such Persecution of the 
Sincere Professors of Religion as my words seemed to insinuate but the 
contrary. And that I did iu no way mean to touch this Church, or 
Country, or Government therein, with any partiality or slackness in 
matter of Justice or Persecution, ho«"soever I was otherwise taken, 
desiring you, and every of you that have taken offence at any fof] my 
speeches, to accept as charitably of this my submission, as 1 do hereby 
Profess it is unfcignedly by me meant" (Ibid., p. 113.) 

On the I September 1585, Mr. Langley had been Dominated (along 
with Peter Shaw and Oliver Carter) by bishop Chaderlon, who was 
his connection by marriage, and had probably been his school-male 
Bt the grammar school, Manchester, one of the Moderators of the 
Monthly Exercise within the deanery of Manchester, which had for 
its object (he general instruction of the people, but perhaps not, a^ 
it has been stated, for "the discouragement of Puritanism." (Booker's 
lliit. I'restwkh, p. 9,) This service seems to have become after- 
wards "an ordinary Tuesday Lecture at Prestwich." (Life 0/ John 
Bruen, p. aJ4.) 

Mr. William Langley was connected with Puritan preachers in and 
about Manchester. On the 35 September 158* his brother Robert's 
daughter Mary was married at the Collegiate church to Mr. Symond 
Harward, " Preacher there," and late rector of Warrington^ of whose 
numerous writings a long account is given in Cooper's At/ifti. Cantab., 
vol ii, p. 478; Mr. Edmund Langley, niinisterof Oldham in 1587 ; Lau- 
rence Langley, of firasenose college, 1588, aet. 18 ; James Langley, clerk, 
1611, vicar of Leyland; William Langley, clerk ; and others of the name 
were his cleric:al relatives. He is also named as the friend and gready 
valued pastor of the respectable family of Fox of Rhodes, In the parish 
of Prestwich. Mr. John Bruen of Bruen Stapleford married about the 
year 1599, Ann, daughter of John Fox gent., and lived for a year after- 
wards at Rhodes with her brother, Mr. William Fox, and his widowed 
mother, who was descended from the Athertons of Atherlon and Ley- 
lands of Morleys. Mr. Bmen conducted the daily devotions of ihe family 
in a strict and exemplary manner, and here he lived a very holy life de- 
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voted to God. The household was that of an oM English gentleman 
conducted on religious principles, and ail public, private and domestic 
duties punctually observed, whilst hosiiiCality towards good men and 
charity towards the poor were not intermittent. It is added by the rev. 
William Hinde, B.D., who niairied another daughter of Mr. Fox, and 
was the intimate friend of Mr. Langley, '' all which his [Mr. Bruen's] 
holy labours in private, being seconded and strengthened by the publique 
paines of their Pastour, old Mr. Langley, that holy man of God and 
faithfulservant of Christ in the House of God, were so effectually blessed 
and prospered by the good hand of God upon him, that in the remem- 
brance of that year and the sweet comforts and contentments which he 
found therein, he hath been often both in his life and was also at his 
death as it were ravished with joy and rejoicing in the Lord." (Ibid., 
p. Ill, lamo, 1641.} 

Mr. Langley's Puritanism was of the Geneva school, although he does 
not appear to have been so extreme in his views as some of his clerical 
neighbours. He was appointed by the bishop one of the commissioners 
to examine Dr. Dee, 4 September 1600, respecting certain complaints 
made againS him by Oliver Carter and the fellows, and the great scholar 
seems to have considered them all very small men. (See Dee's Diary, 
quoted in Derby Household Books^ Notes, p. 130.) His principal asso- 
ciates are named in this statement of "the Enormities" existing in 
Lancashire, and he is deservedly remembered as the clerical friend 
and spiritual pastor of Mr. John Holland of Heaton hall, in his parish, 
whose interesting character has been described by the rev. William 
Leigh, B.D., the eloquent and learned rector of Standish. Mr. John 
Holland visited and ministered to Mrs. Katharine Brettargh in her 
sickness, and died about the same time as his devout female friend, 
as, in her fimeral sermon preached at Childwall, near Liverpool, on 
the 3 June 1601, the preacher says : 

" Nor can I passe in silence what fell out in experience not long 
sithence, at the memorable death of a memorable saint in this our 
countrie ; a Gentleman, Scholler, and Preacher, rarelie qualified both 
in life and death. Oxford wilt witnesse the one, and Ilealon Hall the 
other, where it pleased God to call to his mercy that worthie man and 
poweifull Preacher, Master John Holland, Bachelor of Divinitie, a burn- 
ing lampc consuming itselfe to lighten others, for God in mercie called 



him by a lingering sickness, which staled till he was readie, and pre- 
pared him to such an end, as seldom I have heard, and yet never saw 
the like in any. To passe the course of his sickness in much patience 
yet with great passion and to come to his end when he put in practice 
the fruit of his godlic life. It pleased him the day before he died, as 
formerly often so then more* eagerley to call for the Holy Bible with 
these very words — Come, O Come, death approachdh, let us gather jome 
flower to comfert tkU hour; and turning with his own hands to the 8th 
chapter of Paule's Eiiistle to the Romans, he gave me the booke and 
bade me rend : at the end of every verse he made a selah or pause and 
gave the sense in such sort and feehng as was much (we saw) to his own 
comfort but more to our joy and wonder. Pity it were those speeches 
with olher his writings should be buried with him and kept in private 
from the puhlicke good of many. Having thus continued his meditation 
and exposition for the space of two hours or more on the sodain he said 

stay your reading, what brightiuss is this I see. Have you light up any 
Candles ? To which I answered No ; it is the Sunneshine, for it was 
about 5 o clock in a cleere Summer's evening. Sunneshine (saith he) 
nay, my Saviour shine — now farewell world, weicome heaven. The 
day star from on high hath visited my heart. O speake it when I am 
gone and preach it at my Funeral!, God dealeth familiarly with man. I 

feel his mercy ; I see his majesty : whether in the body or out of the body I 
cannot tell, God kneweth, but I see things tliat are unutterable ; * • • " 

1 say the truth, I lie not, my conscience bearing me witness in the Holy 
Ghost with an appeal from my own credit to the right ivorshippfuU his 
Brother (Richard Holland Esquier) and all the standers by, to justify 
what I have said in comfort of their own souls and warrantie of the 
doctrine I aim at, which is to prove, that God never sufferetb his elect 
to depart this life comfortlesse ; nor will (I am persuaded) call them 
hence till they have seen with Simeon the Lord's Christ, either in Soule, 
Spirit, Body or both." {/Wrf., pp. i6, 11, t8, tg.) 

Whatever the ministerial infirmities or failings of Mr. Langley may have 
been, if Mr. Bruen, Mrs. Brettargh and Mr. Holland are specimens of 
" the fruit" of liis labours, Prestwich bad been blessed with a good practical 
rector at a time when his intellectual friend the parson of Standish said, 
" the rude minds and savage natures " by which they were surrounded in 
Lancashire had "no passion of their mortalitie and no impression of 
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their etemitie," Mr. Langley was clearly a man of peace,* and how- 
ever much beloved by his parishioners, was probably little appreciated 
by some of the rulers of his day ; and there is evidence that he was either 
silenced by them or by some other cause, as I find that on the i Sep- 
tember 1610, Mr. John Langley, M.A., his son, was "thesequestrator,"t 

• A conTcpmcc was made, dated 4 Sepl. 39 Elii. , by James Asshcton of Chaderton esq. 
laRichard Assheton of Middlclon esq., Nicholas Banaslreof Altham esq., and WiUiain 
AsshctoB of Clegg gent., of all the tytbcs of oats, com and gtain growing within the 
towns of Chadenon, Oldham, Royton and Crompton, with Ihe rents reserved, to hold 
in tnist (o the said James for his life, remainder lo Richard Assheton his brother and hii 
issue male ; in failure to the issue of Walter AsBheton late o( Gray's inn esq. deceased ; 
in derault to such of the name at Assheton as shall liappen to Inherit the manor and 
lands of Chaderton, paying the yearly rents, duties and services for tbe same. {Lane. 
MSS.) 

There had been a great feud between Edmund A^sheton of Chaderloo and James 
Chetham of Nuthuret, gentlemen, farmers of the tythe com of Nulhurst, and James 
Asshelon of Chaderton esq., farmer of the tythe com of Chaderton, tbc matter In dis- 
pute being certain lands afhrnied by one patty to be in tbe parish of Manchester and 
by the other party io the parish of FresIwich-cum-Oldham, and subject to pay tytbct 
cither lo the warden and fellows of Manchester or to the rector of Prestwich. The 
eontro»ei3y was ended I February 35 Elii. by the mediation of William Langley Ihe 
rector, and by the arbitration of Nicholas Banaslreesq. and William Assbeton of Clegg 
genl., for Ibe lives only of the litigants, the arbitratois considering that great sums of 
money might be spent in law and old friendship be broken, and the title still be left 
(indetdded. {Ijine. MSS.) I have a long and interesting autograph letter on the 
subject, addressed by Dr, Dee the warden, to '*lhe Worship" Mr. William Langley 
the Rector," dated Manchester, 2 May 1597. [Ibid., vol. xxxii, p. 9, Lillfri.) 

t II may have been required owing to the execution of tbc following deed, tnade 
consequent on a recovery of the title of the advowson by a legal process : 

On the 4 March, 5 Jac. (160S), James Assbeton of Chaderton esq., being seized 
of an estate of inheritance and fee-simple or fec.tail of and In the advowson and pa- 
tronage of the rectory and parsonage of the parish church of Prestwych, and having by 
deed in writing, dated g January 35 Eliz., given and granted to Thomas Harlgrcave 
and William Assbeton of Clegg gent" the neit prcscniaiion to the said parish church 
when it shall become voyd by the death, resignation, deprivation or other avoydance 
of William Langley. clerk, Ibe now incumbent thereof, to the intent that they should 
present James Assbeton, now or late of Moulton in the county of Lincoln, ctcrk, 
being of ihe same name and blood is the said James Asshelon of Chaderton : And 
now for the better preferment, advancement and assurance of the said James AsshetoD 
of Houlton, ihc said Assheton of Chaderton covenants with Ilartgreavc and Aisheton 
toconvey, before the feast of St Michael ncut ensuing, 10 Nicholas Baoastre of Allham 
oq. and Laurence Haberghain of Habcrgham esq., the advowson and patronage of 



{^Lanc. MSS., vol. xxii, p. 70.) The rector "slept with his fathers," 
being buried at Prestwich on the 14 October 1613, and his widow, 
Anne, survived him to the ti January 1617. He had several children, 
and his successor was his son John,* who was inducted to the tempo- 
ralities of the rectory of Prestwich, 10 May i6ir, by Richard Kenyon, 
M.A., vicar of Rochdale, on the resignation of the last incumbent, there 
being present at the time Robert Holland esq., Jacobus Langley clerk, 
and Joh'is Glover. {Original Letter 0/ Insl. penes me.) The son became 
rural dean of Manchester, and one of the ecclesiastical commissioners 
in the diocese of Chester, for the province of York, under the Siaf. 
I Eliz. {Lane. AfSS., vol. xxii, p. 20-) 

These clerical Langleys resided constantly on the benefice and an- 
swered periodically the visitation "calls" of their bishops. Their parish 



the said pari^ cbuich o( Preslwych with all its rights, &c., that > common recovny 
may lie had against ihcm by John Dracishaw of Brodshaw esq. and William Kcnion of 
Turton gent, according to the due course of common law, to stand sdzed of the same 
advowson to the use of the said Jiuncs Assheton of Chadenoo, esq., his hdrs and 
assigns for ever. The deed is executed by Assheton. Banastre and Habergbam, and 
witnessed by Edmund Ilopwood, Humphrey Davenport, Thomas Buckley and Wil- 
liam Crombocke. {Lane. MSS.) 
* The following letter, written by him, is too Interestinj; lo be omitted here : 

"InfestoS" Petri, viz. ag^Junii Anno D'ni 1616. 
"Good M' Wattmough, 

I do confesse & acknowledge my selfe to haue had ^ rcccaued of you as 
Pardon of Burye the whole (J enlyre sum'e of thheteene-poundes fiue sliillinges eight 
pence in full discharge of the halfe years rent last paste, aceoidinge to the old payment 
in the lime of my predecessor S' William, and due for the moyctye of the Tythe of 
Tottinglon vnio mee as Parson of Prestwyche, of w" halfe yeares rente I doe dischaj^ 
you by the hand of Roger Eckersicy who wQl deliver this and also M' Hookers Po- 



ll fares with 

rEC recedimus, 1 cannot lea 

mean to maintain with all 

George Whnrle^le read 

lot, but he stpl b^s that 1 



lilie, and tails cum 

musician, difliculter a principiis artis nost 
in which I have been taught, and these I 
Christ's holye Church even unio the endc. 
James Willson, with what success I know 
but by Prcachinge. 

From y' loving ffriend to serve y*, 
" For my hon' (friend Jo. 1 

M' Hugh Wattmough att his howse in Eurye d'd," 
StAL STAwrKD ON WAFER! Quarifrly. 1 and^ a Cvctatrice volant .. 
dhplaytd; 3, o^i>rf(def«:ed), {Lane. MSS., vol. iiii, p. 354.) 



did with TuUy'i 
ve the principle* 

some passages to 
lone can be saued 



Noies. 



27 



was long one of the most charming parishes in the county, and famed for 
its sylvan beauty, undulating scenery and diversified views ; and the large, 
quaint, picturesque rectory house, called " the Deyne," raised of timber 
and plaster, in the fifteenth century, by their ancestor the warden of 
Manchester, had been deemed for nearly two centuries an appropriate 
nursery for successive Langleys, although " mothers in Israel " had not 
often been found there. 

Several inaccurate statements relative to the Langleys, in Baines' 
Hist, of Lane. (Harland), vol. i, p. 449, aa well as in Uooker'g Hist, of 
Pratwkh, are here corrected. 



\ 



(li) John Buckley, M.A., of college, Cambridge, was a native 

of Rochdale parish and, apparently, son of Robert Buckley of Buckley 
and Fieldhouse [ob. 5 July 1578] and of his wife Grace, daughter of John 
Holt of Ashworth gent, and uncle of Thomas Buckley of Buckley gent., 
who married Grace, daughter of Arthur Asheton of Clegg hall genL, 
afterwards the second wife of Mr. Richard Midglcy, vicar of Rochdale. 
{Lane. AfSS., vols, xii, and xliii, p. zj.) He was connected by mar- 
riage with the Chadmcks of Chadwick and Healey, the Howartiia of 
Howarlh, and other influential families in the parish of Rochdale. On 
the 20 October i Eliz. 1558 his father, at that time living at Fieldhouse, 
was a trustee of Robert Holt of Ashworth esq., along with Francis Holt 
of Grislehurst esq., and Ralph brother of the said Francis, and William 
son and heir of Thomas Holland of Clifton esq., of certain lands in 
Rochdale, to be held for the use of William Holt, younger son of the said 
Robert Holt esq., and for his sister. (Ibid., vol. xi, p. 276.) William Holt 
afterwards became the celebrated Jesuit who "practised" with Creighton 
and others for the delivery of the queen of Scots in r5S4. {Slate Papers, 
Dam. Series, Elis., vol. clxix, p. 168.) 

John Buckley was "Preacher of the Word of God at Manchester" in 
October 1571 {Lane. AfSS., vol. xliii, p. 27), as it appears that Peter 
Shaw, S.T.B., at that time "brought in his Reply to the allegation of 
John Buckley, clerk, one of the Preachers of Manchester," who had 
alleged to the bishop that the said Shaw laught false doctrine and sedi- 
tion in a certain sermon of his before the people of Manchester, — 
(dicend. diet. Pelru falsam doctrina ^ sediciois plena in quada sua coo- 
cione p plo ptulisse). The precise nature of the charge is not stated, nor 



has the " Reply" been found ; but on the i April 1569 one " Peter Shaw. 
S.T.B., rector of Gtapenhall " (perhaps the same man), being sworn at 
the bishop's i-isilation at Frodsham, admitted that "he had one Porteux," 
which he was enjoined to bring in at the next s>-nod ; and he also stated 
that " divers in his Parysshe used Candelles uppon Caodiemasse daye 
laste, and also that there w-as Rynggyng uppon All Saintes daye all 
nyghtc." (Visiialion Book Cesir.) If we keep "the Porteux" and its 
adjuncts in mind we may perhaps conclude that Shaw's views of the 
Reformation theology were not quite so dear as his clerical coadjutor's. 
In 1585 he occurs as Mr. John Buckley, curate (or chaplain) of Man- 
chester, and in 1590 as " rector of Cheadle and chaplain of Mandiestcr." 
If his rectory was in Cheshire his name is omitted by Ormcrod. In 
iS9oGeorgeDutton, schoolmaster of Trafford, was charged and brought 
before the bishop for preaching in the church of Manchester, being 
an excommunicated person, and Mr. John Buckley, clerk, for suffering 
him to preach. {Lane. MSS., vol. xxii, p. 132.) In the same year he 
was appointed overseer of the will of Mr. John Glover, " one of the sing- 
ing men " in the college, and had a book bequeathed to him by the 
testator. {Lane, and Chtsk. Wills, pt lii, p. 68.) He was charged with 
being " a carnal Antinomian" and a ".Lutheran" in doctrine, but replied 
that " the evill surmisinges of his enerayes doe much flatter him." {Lane. 
MSS., vol. xliii, p. 35.) He had a lai^e library when printing had not 
become a trade but was a learned profession, and the catalogue of his 
books is given below. He had a copy of Setoni Dialectica edited by 
WiUiam Buckley, ed. 1577, with I^tin verses prefixed by the learned 
Thomas Newton, master of Macclesfield school, but I have not dis- 
covered that the editor was a relation. In the 33 Eliz. (1590) he was 
prosecuted in the court of the duchy along with Oliver Carter, Thomas 
Williamson and Robert Leigh, by Thomas Goodyear lessee of the tithes 
of Manchester, on a disputed claim to certain titlies, mortuaries, offer- 
ings, chrisom pence and other profits belonging to Manchester collie, 
the church, chapels, and parish of Eccles. {Duchy Plead.) 

Mr, Buckley seems to have been an able, charitable and learned man, 
and one who evidently watched with intense interest the dissemination 
in Manchester of the great principles of the sixteenth century, and per- . 
ha])5 contended for the circulation of the simplest opinions with as much 
zeal as if they had been articles of the Creed. It is obvious that his 
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reading had been extensive, but probably he had failed to preserve the 
due proportions of his subjects. The following entry is from the 
Register Book of Burials at the Collegiate church: "John Buckley, 
Mynister and P'cher at Manchester, July a'*, 1593." His will is here 
printed inexlenso: 

"In the Name of God Amen, the xxvi* dayc of June 1593. I 
John Buckley of Manchester preacher of y« Worde of God, beinge at 
this presenle visited by the hande of God w* sycknes, but of good and 
pffytt memorie the lord God be praysed And consideringe y= frailtic of 
this mortall lyfe and that deathe is coinon to all creatures, but y* howre 
and tyme uncertayne. And beinge wilKnge to dispose such goodes as 
y* lorde hathe Icnte me, in suche sorte as may be to y bono* and glorie 
of God, y quietnes of my conscience, and comfforte of my ffrendes, 
Doe ordeyne and make this my Testamente wherein ys conte)med 
the effecte of my last will, in maner and forme follott-inge, That is lo 
saye, ffirste and principallye I comende my sowle into y^ handes of 
Almightie God, tmstinge and stedfastlye belevinge to be saved by the 
deathe and p'cious bloudsheedinge of my lorde and only savio' Jesus 
Chrisle, and my bodie I comytte to y= earthe to be buryed where yt shall 
please God to appoynle. And as concerninge my worldlie goodes yt is 
my will and mynde. And I give and bequeath to M' Olyv' Carter, 
bacheioure of Divinitye, my lalyn Tremelius Byblc. Also I gyve unto 
M' Thomas Williamson one of the ffellowes of y CoUcdge of Manches- 
ter a booke called Gualt' nppon the fRrsle Epistle to ye Corinthians. 
Also I gyve and bequeath to M' Roberte Barber, one of y° minysters of 
y* saide Colledge my large Geneva Byble in Englishe. Also I give and 
bequeath to Roberte Leighe one of y^ fowrc clerkes of y same Col- 
ledge, a Booke havinge y^ Three Volumes of y= controversies betweene 
M' Nowell, M^ Dorman and Doctor Saunders. Also I gyve and be- 
queathe lo Charles Leighe his brother M'' Beza his greeke & latin Tes- 
tament Also 1 give and bequeathe to Phiilippe Gosenhal my moum- 
inge gowne. I also give to George Marshall one of y parish clerks 
my workedaye gowne faced with budge, and an olde facinge to mend 
yt with, w^ is at John Grymshawes. Also I give and bequeathe unto 
M" Prestwiche of Hulme Doctor Ffulke his booke agaynst M' Allen. 
And also I gyve unto her M' Northbrookes Confession. Also I give 
unto her daughter M" Margaret Ashall a booke called y Enymie of 
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Sccuritic. Also I give unto M" Anne Prestwich a booke called Bab- 

ington uppon j" Coraaunilmenls. Also I give and bequeatlie unto my 
coosyn M' Robert Buckleys wyffe, Nr Deerings Lectures in Englishe 
uppon pie of y Hebrues. Also I give and bequeathe to }A' Monissc 
preacher at Asheton under I.)Tie Luther his enarratons uppon y* Epistles 
and (lospells. Also I give and bequeathe to M' Massye p'son of Wims- 
lowe, Ijiviitcr uppon y* p'verbes, and Ambrose uppon all Paules epistles 
in Lalyn. Also I give and bequeathe unto M' Greaves Mynister at 
Littlcbmcke Benedicts Comentarj-e in L.ityn of all ye Epistles of S* 
Paulc and uppon y" Apocalips. And also I will that my Executors 
»hull moreover dclyv unto hym a booke that I borowed of hym called 
Kot-i roffiuncs Atigustini Marlorat. Also I gyve unto Thomas Dureden 
Mynister n U-ityn Byble of S' Jeromes translation, covered w* a p'chem* 
covcringe. Also I give unto Joseph Boothe Mynister at Blakeley a booke 
called llliricus de Sect' papisticis and Questiones Lucitosii. Also I give 
unto Otcs Bradley my hebrew gramer. Also I gyve unto my coosyn 
Lawren.se Buckley tcnne shillings. And to every one of his brothers, 
vii. John, Adam, Randell, and James Buckley, ever>' one of theym lliree 
Khiilings & foure pence a piece. Also I gyve unlo Rob' and Thomas 
Buckley uiy uncles sonnes either of ilieym Three shillings And to 
Imibell anil Margaret theire sisters either of theym si* shillings. Also I 
give imto my uncle John Buckley six shillings & eight pence. Also I 
gyve unto James Bamfforie of Spotlandgaie six shillings & eightpcnce 
lo y* educac'on of his children. Also I gj-^e unto James Baguley of 
Manchester a booke of Erasmus Rolerdamus uppon y gospells. Also 
I give unto every one of y* children of y* saide Lawrance Buckley 
twelve pence a piece. And I give unto every one of y= three children 
of Adam Buckley his brother twelve pence a piece. And I do forgyve 
unto my coosyn James Buckley of Slockrode three shilUng & four pence 
wch he owcth me. Also I gyve and bequeath lo M' James Medcalfe of 
Blakcbume preacher A Booke called Gaulter uppon y= Romanes. Also 
I give and bequeathe to y" widowc of Rychard Hopwood of Rachdale 
fyvc shillings. Also I give unto Nicholas Ogden my godsonne three 
shillings and fowrpence. Also I gyve unto two sonnes of Thomas 
Smilhe of Rachdale that I am godfather unto either of theym twelve 
pence a piece. Also I give and bequeathe unto two children of James 
Brecrley that I am godfather unto either of theym twelve pence a piece. 
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Also I give unto Ffrauncis Stocke my godsonne twelve pence. Also I 
give and bequeathe to y moste poore and needie w^in y* towne of 
Rachdale Twentie Shillings to be distributed amongste theym by the 
discrec'on of M^ Butterworthe of Bellffelde and M' Midgeley vicar of 
Rachdale. Also I gyve and bequeathe to y widowe of Arthur Heley 
of Castleton three shillings and foure pence. Also yt is my ("will] and 
mynde, and 1 give and bequeathe to the moste poore and needie of y* 
Townes of Manchester and Salffordc Twentye shillings to be distributed 
amongst theym by the discrec'on of M' Raphe Byrora of Salfford, and 
Charles Leighc in man' and forme followinge, that ys to saye Thirteene 
shillings & fourpence in Manchester and six shillings & eight pence in 
Salfforde. Also I gyve and bequeathe to everye one of my godchildren 
in Manchester twelve pence a piece. Also I give and bequeathe to my 
sister-in-law the wyffe of Mathew Butterworth tenne shillings. Also I 
gyve unto my executors hereaft' to be noiated Twentj'e shilhngs, that is 
to saye either of theym tenne shillings. Also yt is my will and mynde, 
and I give and bequeath unto Cycelye Haughe wyffe to George Halghe 
of Manchester three shillings and to y saide George Halghe her hus- 
bande two shillings. And I doe give unto Roberte Clarke of Man- 
chest' two shillings, and unto his wyffe three shilhngs. Also I gyve 
unto y children of y" abovenaracd LawTancc Buckley everye one of 
theym two shillings a piece more. Also I give unto Edmimde Stanffielde 
six shillings & eight pence. Also yt is my will and mynde, and I doe 
give and bequeathe all y* rest of my goods, aft' my legacyes, debtes and 
fun'all expences discharged, to be divided into three equall p'tes, y* 
firste p'te I give to my sister Margerye and her children, y second p'te 
to my sisl' Margaret Butlerworthe, and y* thirde p'te to my nephew 
Thomas Buckley and Dorothie his sister to be equally divided betwixte 
theym. Also yt is my will y' my brother-in-law John hopwoode and his 
wyffe shall have y tuyc'on of y goodes by me given to theire children. 
Also I ordeyne and make executors of this my last will and testam', 
John Chadwicke of Heley, and my saide nephew Thomas Buckley, 
requyringe theym to execute y same accordinge to y true intent thereof. 
And I desye M' Rodger Chadwicke of Chadwicke and Edward New- 
bolde of Newbolde to be sup'visors, and to see y same accompUshed 
accordinglye. 



3 2 Noles. 

These beinge Witness, 

Robert Langley Charles Leighc 

John Dawsson George Marshall. 

Edward Offspringe 

Proved at Chester Aug' 9, 1593- 

Debtes owinge by the testator. 

Imp'mis to Thomas Goodyeare theld' xl» 

It'm to Rob'te Shacklocke of Moston viij' 

It'm to John Witton for ffowre payre of shoes ... viij* 

It'm to William Debdall abowte vj' 

It'm to younge Thomas Becara ij* 

It'm to William Woode abowte viij* 

It'm to M' Robeitc Euckleye iij" " 

" A true and p'fecte Inventorie indented of all and singular y* go< 

rightes and credittes debtes and cattails, late of M' John Buckley 
preacher and mynist' of the worde of God, late of Manchester 
deceased, taken and pryscd by M^ Olyv' Carter Uachelour of 
Divinitie, Robert Barber and Joseph Boothe raynisters, and 
Roberte Leighe one of y* foure clerks of y" Colledge of Chrisie 
in Manchester y= 6 daye of Ju!ye 1593 A" RR"= Elizabeth &C 

Imp'mis aTremelius latyn byble x* 

It'm an englisbe Geneva Byble x' 

It'm an engtishe byble of y' lesser volume v* vj* 

It'm Gaul ters homelies in latyn upo S' Luke vj" 

It'm Hugo Cardinaiis upon bothe testaments ij' vj"* 

It'm W Jacobus Peres de Valetia uppon David Psalmes xvjd 

The com en lanes of Dy on isi us upon Davids Psalmes xx* 

Aurelius Augiistinus de civitale dei V 

Peter Martyrs comentaiye upo y" Kings xj' 

Theologife sincere loci comunes de deo et liomine v* 

Peter Martyr upon Samuell vij" 

PrceniLii Bartholomei de propetatibiisque reru ij' 

Omn. operii D. Aurelii Augustini primus Tomus vj» viij-i 

The last edition of M' Cowps dictionarye xv* 



Noles. 



Benedictus Aretius comentarye in latyn of all the Epistles of 
S' Paule and upon the Apocalips 

Novi Testamenti Catholica expositio ecdesiastica Marlorat ... 

Dions. Anrelius Augustinus de civitate Dei contra paganos ... 

Musculus commenlaryes in I.atyn, in Evangelista' Machew ... 

Henricus Bailingerus exposition in Latyn, in Apocalipsim ... 

DictionariQ seu Thesaurus lingue Latine 

The seconde volume of y« Ecclesiasticall historye conteyninge 
the Actes and Monuments of y* Martyrs 

Quartus tomus Aurelii Augustini 

In duodecim prophetas homelie Gualteri 

Divi Aurelii Augustini vj"" totntis adv'sus herescs 

Tomus quartus in cuius p'ma p'te rep'ies eruditii queda Sec. ... 

Septimo tonio hec instut' in p'abol' Sal omonis come ntarii 

In Davidis psalteriii coinentarii 

Johannis Calvini p'lectiones in duodecim prophetas 

In D. Pauli Aposloli epistoia ad Romanos homelie 

In Joh'is Apostoli et Evangehste homche xxxvij*"" 

Index Divi Iheramioi 

A Latyn testam' w"" notes 

Homelie Clxxx" Rodolphi Gaulten Tigurine 

Luthers Enairac'ons seu postille Lut'heri in lectiones &c 

A concordance of y« whole byble in englishe 

In priore D, Pauli ad Corinthios epistoia homelie 

Commentarii muscuh in Joh'nem Evangelists 

Novi orbis RegionO ac insularu Incognita^ cosmographia 

Prophcta Ezechiell Ludovici Lavaterii Tigurine 

In librfl Judicu peter Martyr 

Asserrionis Lutherane confutatio Rev'end' prem Joh'nem 
Roffensem 

Postltle maiores totius Anni cQ glossa et questionibus 

Specula spirilualiu &c 

Duplex comenlatio in Boetia 

Homehe doctor' ecclesiasticoru 

Comparatio grammatice hebraie et Aramici " 

DictionariQ historicu a Carolo Stephano 

Bezahis greeke and latin testam' 



vj' VJlj'' 

vj' viijd 



l)'VJ'> 

iij' iiij*" 



iij' Uij'' 
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In libru Psalmotii Joh'nis Calvin conaentarius ij' 

W Calvyns instituc'ons in latyn ij* vii 

A confulac'on asivell of M' Dorrmas disprooffe, 33 of Doctor 

Sand'' causes of transubstantiac' on ij* 

Biblie sacre sancC ad hebraicam veritatetn &c iij* 

A Reproffe written by M' Nowcll x^ 

Tillemans logicke vj"! 

Doctrinecliristiane compendia seu comentarii cathecfaetici ex 

ore D Zacurie visini xx* 

Henrie Cornel. Agrippa Ketcshenai 

Doctor ffulke agaynste y papistf ^^^V 

Gaulters homilies Cxxxjx in Marcum 

The reprooffe of M' Dormans proffe of certen Artycles in Reli- 
gion &c. contynewd by M' Alex, Nowell xij* 

lodoci Badii ascensii familiaris in TerentiQ prenotamenta viij* 

Principis logicoro philosophorii que pauli veneli &c vj"* 

Revelac'ones sancie Brigitte xij^ 

Aristotella pliisickf iiij"" 

Collectanea Adagioj veteru Erasmi Roterdami iiiji^ 

De Sectis dissentionibus &c. Autborc Mathia flaccio itlirico... xiiij'^ 

Sertnones discipuli de temp'e iiij'' 

Georgii Trapezuntil Retoricoru libri &c. Epistola iiij'* 

Rodolphi Agricole plirisii de inventione dialectica libri tres ... iiij'' 
The seconde Replye of Thomas Cartwrighte agaynst M' 
Doctor Whitegiftes second answere touchinge y= churche 

discipline ix* 

Decern libri Ethicorii Aristotelis ad Nichomachfi iiij'' 

Apthonii sophiste p'qimnasmata vj'* 

Epitome Thesauri Linguc sanct' Aucthore sanct' pagnino 

tucensi Tertia editio xij* 

Questiones Luce tossii in evangelia dominicalia &c phillippe 

melancthon xij'' 

Rodolphi Agricole phrisii de inventione dialectic' libri oes &c. iiij"* 

Setoni Dialect' at' 

Valerii Maximi dictorii factorii que memorabiliii exempla iiij* 

Cornelius Valerius logicke iiij* 

Cunradus greeke and latyn iiij* 
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Gastaiionis Dia]og\ies iiij^ 

Epistola Erasmi Roteradarai Centuria viij* 

D. Erasmi Roteradami apothegmatu libri octo \)^ 

Apothegmatu opus &c. p' des. Erasmu Roteradamu vj'* 

Apthonii p'qimnasmat' y^ 

Marci Anthonii Coccii sabellin de memorabilibus factis dic- 

tisque exemplo^ libri decern vj<' 

Tullyes epistles iiij!! 

xxxvj'"' school ebookea in one Boxe in y= presse x. 

In the higher end of y" presse be bookes of Divinitie of smale 

volumes x' 

bcx lilie bookes that lye loose in y« presse unsorted iij' iiij* 

xij scboolebookes in another boxe in ye presse ij> 

ADeske ij» 

A chiste ij' 

All ye apparell for his bodye lynnen and woollen xl> 

A Saddle ili' iiij* 

In money xviij" vij« v^ 

Debtes owinge to y Testator. 
Imptnis y wyffe of Roberte Holte of Ratchdale 

parishe ij* 

Roberte Whitaker of Spotland iiij* 

Roberte Crompton of Butterworth xij^ 

James ScofTelde of Castle ton ivj* 

John Wolfenden, Cutler xij' 

Gilbert Hall owes v» iiij'' 

Arthur Smythe of Ratchdale ij' iiij* 

Edmunde Bridge toward lytlebrucke xij'^ 

Thomas Smythe of Ratchdale ij' x^ 

Edwarde HydcofTraffordpTce ij' 

John Davenporte of Radclyffe bridge xij'' 

Alex. Chadwicke of Castleton xij' 

Thomas Holte of Whitfield ij' 

James Stotte of Benthouse vj* Ya\^ 

James Buckley of Crompton caryer V 

Ryc^ Awyn of Manchester v* 
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Will"' Holland of y* Rodes gen' i* 

Gervync Traiys of Chelh'm x» viq' 

yi he Itccpe my byble, & yf he rcdelyv" my byble to my executors 

then he is to payc theym ij' viij^ w^ he reccyved for me & no more. 

My sister Margerj' iij''." 

(c) Leokakd Shaw was a younger son of John Shaw or Asshaw* of 
Heath Charnock, in the county of Lancaster, esq., by his wife Kathe- 
rine, daughter of Richard Pilkington of Rivington gent He was pre- 
sented to the rectory of RadditTe by Richard Asshcton of Middleton 
esq., lo January 1584-5, and he gave bond to the bishop for the rectory 
5 February, 37 EHz. (Lam. AfSS., vol. Jtxii, p. 48.) He bad been 
curate of Middleton whilst the learned Mr. John Assheton, B.D., fellow 
of St. John's college, Cambridge, and the biographer of Dr. William 
Whitaker, was the rector, and whose elaborate History of France and 
other manuscript writings are in Mr. Crossley's libraiy. It seems probable 
that Mr. Shaw had been the master of dean Nowell's gramm.ar school at 
Middleton. (IfiiJ., p. 66.) On the aS October 1608, he furnished "a 
musket" as his quota for the local exigencies of the county, his living 
not admitting of a larger assessment. (Baines (Harland), vol. i, p. as?.) 
He died before the 14 May 1614, when his successor, the head master 
of Middleton school, was appointed to the hving (Lane. JUSS., vol. xjcii, 
p. 66), after having long been involved in litigation respecting the endow- 
ments of the school. {Hid., vol xiii, p. 19a.) 

(/) Miles Aspinwall was probably a member of the ancient family of 
Aspinall of Standen hall, near Clitheroe. He was a frotege of William 
ffarington esq. of Worden hall, who held the rectory of Blackburn from 
the archbishop of Canterbury, and occupied Hawdley hall, the manor 
house of Blackburn. In 1567 Mr. ffarington was nominated one of the 
original governors of queen Elizabeth's free grammar school in that 
town, and was amongst the principal contributors towards purchasing 
lands of ao/. a year value as an endowment for the school. " Mr. Tho- 
mas Walmysley one of her Maj. lustyces of y* Bench " gave 100 marks 

* Leonard Asshawar.. of Ibis family, wrote adtort Latin commeDdalory poem aboal 
the year 1608, which is published fn The Way to the True CImnk, by John Whhe, 
b.D., vicar of Ecclce, ful. ed. 1624 
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(66/. 8f. 4rf.) i John Southworth knt. 27/. ; John Osbaldeston 13/. ; Wil- 
liam fTarington 10/. ; the freehold leoauts of William ffarington, farmer 
of the rectory, 1 1/. ; Thomas Talbot 5/. ; Thomas Langton baron of 
Newton, his tenants and folSowers, j/. ; William Harwood, clerk, com- 
monly called " Parson Harwood," 3/., &C. At this school, doubtless. 
Miles Aspinwali was educated, and may have been a schoolfellow with 

the learned Grecian, Robert Bolton, and the ab!e scholar, Mr. 

Anderton, knoWn as "gold en -mouthed Anderton," and both of them 
Lancashire men, the first a famous member of the English and the other 
of the Romish Church, and both of them educated at this time by Mr. 
Yates, master of the school and a distinguished scholar. (Life and 
D(aik of Rohtrt Bolton; Works, vol. i, pp. 5, 14, 4to. 1641.) In 1580 
Miles Aspinwali was in residence at Christ church, Oxford, and addressed 
a letter from thence to his patron, Mr. fTarington, Hawdley hall. {Derby 
Houithold Booki, p. xl, and Notts, p. iia.) He matriculated from SL 
Mary's hall, 18 May 1580, kL 23. Pleb. (i!. co. Lane. There were two 
other men of this name who were contemporaries with Miles Aspinwali, 
and connected officially with Mr. fTarington in the earl of Derby's house- 
hold. William Aspinwali was one of the clerks of the kitchen of earl Henry 
{I6i<i.,\i. 13.) and Edward Aspinwali in 1595 was a legatee of Mr. William 
Fox of Rhodes, comptroller of the earl's household. Edward Aspinwali 
wrote commendatory verses in Latin and English on the death of Mrs. 
Katharine Brettargh in 1600, which are prefixed to the Life of that 
devout woman. 

In the year 1590 Mr. Miles Aspinwali was a governor of Blackburn 
grammar school, and opposite his name in the school book is added in 
another hand, "mortuus 1595." His name does not occur as a bene- 
ficed clergyman in the diocese, but he might be one of the king's 
preachers for the county. 

is) James Gosmell states himself, in his will dated 9 January i &^a, to 
have been, by the gracious goodness of God, a minister of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and as having exercised the said ministry above forty years 
in Bolton in the Moors, to God's glory and the comfort of his (the tes- 
tator's) conscience. He declares his belief that the religion then estab- 
lished in this kingdom to be concerning the substance of the Articles 
and of doctrine, faith and sacraments, 10 be the only true religion of God 
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by which men shalt be saved ; and for the matter of fonns he protested 
as before God that the main cause of his not yielding to them was 
because he thoiiyht they were unlawful and inconvenient He was a 
zealous Protestant and seems to have had lax views of confonnity. He 
was often brought before the bishops of Chester for his breach of the 
rubrics. In a letter dated from Bolton in 1584 he names the influence 
and number of the Roman Catholics there, and the proceedings taken 
agaiust them. In 1604 he and Mr. Ellis Sanderson the vicar, with 
others, were cited before bisJiop Vaughan as revoUers after subscHplion, 
and were at least rebuked, and probably afterwards amerced or fined. 
{See Notitia Ceslr., vol. i, p. g.) In January 1609 he was recognized by 
bishop Loyd and " licensed " by him as preacher of tlie Word of God m 
the parish churcli of Bolton le Moors. {Lane. AfSS., vol. xxii, p. 314-) 
On the ai November 1616 he and Mr. Ellis Sanderson were required 
by bishop Morton, on his coming to the See of Chester, to take the oath of 
canonical obedience (Ibid., p. 74), and Nonconformity and perhaps Non- 
conformists would be roughly handled by the new and very learned 
prelate. On the a8 July 1620, John Bradshaw esq., James Gosnell clerk, 
James Lever clerk, Ellis Crompton jun. and John Crompton his son, 
Walter Poole and twenty-four other parishioners of Bolton were cited 
before bishop Bridgeman at Chester for not communicating at Easter, 
or for not receiving the blessed Sacrament kneeling. At which time and 
place appeared personally Mr. Peter Unsworth and Mr. Ellis Crompton 
the younger, both for themselves and the rest. They submitted to the 
decree of thejudge, and were enjoyced to receive the Holy and Blessed 
Communion reverently kneeling in their parish church of Bolton, at 
the vicar's hands there or at his assistant's, upon Easier Sunday or Good 
Friday next, and in the interim " to be at the said Reverend Father his 
pleasure for conference" on the subject Tlie parties were required to 
bring a certificate from the vicar and churchwardens immediately after 
the feast aforesaid, signifying that the injunction had been complied 
with. {Lane. A/SS., vol. xxii, p. 314.) At this time the penal laws were 
not very rigidly executed by the bishop of Chester, and there is no proof 
that this injunction had been rigorously enforced. Gosnell was an aged 
and morbidly conscientious man and not likely to be reclaimed from his 
own views. He wa,s a personal friend of the Langley family before 
named, and some of the members of it, clerical and lay, were amongst 
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his legatees. He was an opulent and charitable man, and by his will 
founded and endowed a lectureship, and made bequests to the grammar 
school and poor of Bolton. {Nolilia Ctstr., vol. i, pt. ii, p. '9-) It is said 
that until the Act of Uniformity passed in i66i the lecture was delivered 
at the old Market Cross in Church-gate (Baioes' Bisl. (Harland), vol. i, 
p. 553); but in ihe bishop's Register Mr. Gosnell is expressly described as 
" Preacher in the Parish Church," so that ihe lecture had probably been 
delivered at the Cross only during the Usurpation. In 1691 William 
Hulmc of Huime and Kersley esq. augmented the lecturer's hving 
{JVttiitia Ctstr., vol. i, pt. ii, p. ii); and in 1858, the income having 
largely increased, the vice-chancellor sanctioned a new scheme for its 
distribution. (Baines' Hisi. (Harland), vol. i, p. 55J-) 

(A) Peter White, M.A., was of the family of that name settled at 
Bankfield in the parish of Poulton-in-ihe-Fylde, and no connection of his 
contemporary the learned John While, vicar of Eccles. Peter White 
was presented to the vicarage of Poulton by Edward Fleetwood esq. 
and William Purston or Preston the patrons, and instituted by bishop 
Chadettoti on the 11 January, 35 Eliz., 1585. {Lam. ^fSS., vol. xxii, 
p. 60.) In 1601 and 1604 he was an enthusiast in his work and not 
leading a secular life, but indisposed to remember his ordination vows, 
of which he was sharply reminded by bishop Vaughan, and was reported 
to have boldly said, that " he had rather please God than roan or bishop." 
{Ibid.) He probably had found that active resistance to the bishop's 
injunctions was not to be defended, as on the 15 August, a Car., 1617, 
he was appointed one of the commissioners in the diocese of Chester for 
causes ecclesiastical in the province of York, for amending and resloring 
spiritual jurisdiction to the crown, under the statue i Eliz. The mem- 
bers of this commission were armed with very large powers, and it seems 
not unhkely that much of the unpopularity of the Church at this time 
was to be attributed to its exercise. {Ibid., p. 60.) Mr. White was living 
in his parish in 1628. In the parliamentary inquisition of 1650 he is 
returned as being the vicar, and is described as " formerly an able and 
powerfuU minister, but nowe very aged and inlirme." {/bid, vol. xxii, 
p. 571; Baines' Hiif. (Harland), vol. ii, p. 514.) At this lime he had 
held the Uving of Poulton for the lengthened period of sixty-eight years, 
SO that he must have been at least upwards of ga years old. 
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(/) Edward Walshe, said to have been a native of the parish, was col- 
lated by archbishop Grindall to the vicarage of Blackburn on the i 
October and instituted la November 1580, on the mandate of bishop 
Chaderton, the living being vacant by the free and spontaneous resig- 
nation of John Hulton the last incumbent, who was a governor of Black- 
bum grammar school in 1567. {Lam. ^fSS., vol. xxii, p. 52.) Mr. 
Walshe, like the gener.dily of the clergy around him, was a Puritan, and 
lamented the lukewaminess, the gross irreverence and ignorance of his 
parishioners. He was probably sound in doctrine, as he subscribed 
Whitgift's three Articles before bishop Chaderton ; but he opposed cer- 
tain parts of the ritual of the Church, and his opinions and practices 
were overhauled and censured by the high commission court as well as 
by the consistory. 

On the 16 September 1596, he personally appeared before the com- 
missioners at Chester, and said that he neither did nor would refuse to 
wear the surplice if the same was fit and tendered to him in good sort 
He was enjoined to wear it hereafter. {Ibid., p. 344.) His name occurs 
amongst " The Governors of the Possessions, Revenues and Goods of the 
Free Grammar School of Queen Eliz. in Blackburn, a.d. 1590;'' and also 
amongst " The names of Persons who have bestowed any Benevolence 
towards the Purchase of a j'early rent of xx" for the use of the School," 
(43 Ehi.) is that of "Edwarde Walshe Vycar of Blackebume, xx*." 
Mr. Bernard Smyth, A.M., was the head schoolmaster, and in 159? be- 
queathed XX' to the same fund. {Ibid., archdeacon Rushton's Notes.) 
Walshe probably married late in life, as he had children baptized at Black- 
burn in rfioi, 1603-4 and 1606. Mary, wife of Mr. Edward Walshe, 

died at Walsh-fold, Over Darwen, and was buried at Blackburn 

1623. {Ibid., p. 343-) On the 3 October 1604, he still seems to have 
had scruples of a formidable description, and was cited and appeared be- 
fore the bishop and was required to subscribe to the three Articles in 
Ihe 36th canon of 1603 {Hid., p. 344), the second being, doubUess, the 
crucial one. As he was already beneficed, and had subscribed and 
allowed the Book of Articles of 156; (confirmed by parliament in 1571), 
the new subscription ought hardly to have been rcijuired of him He 
was deprived of his living before 18 February 1606, anddied at Walsh- 
fold, near Over Darwen, where his grandson was living in 1729. {MS. 
Note by rev. S. J. Allen; NotUta Ceslr., vol. i, p. 10; Latu. MSS.^ 
vol. ix, p. 163,) 
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(/) Edward Fleetwood, M.A., was the fiftli son of Thomas Fleet- 
wood by his first wife Bridget, daughter of Mr. Robert Spring of Suffolk, 
and uncle of sir William Fleetwood of Cranford in Middleseic, receiver of 
the court of wards and liveries, whose son sir Miles Fleetwood held the 
some office. {Lane. AfSS., vol. xii.) He was connected with the Lang- 
tons barons of Newton, and was presented to the rectory of Wigan on 
the 8 February 1570-1, then I'acant by the resignation of Mr. William 
Biackleach (omitted by Baiiies and Harland), on the nomination of 
queen Elizabeth, by reason of the minority of Thomxs Langton the 
paUon. (/iiJ., vol. xsii, p. 54.) His piety and benevolence were long 
enshrined in the hearts of his parishioners. In the Autobiography of Mrs. 
Thornton, a Yorkshire lady (sec. xvii), in the possession of the Rev. Canon 
Raine of York, Mr, Fleetwood's name occurs. In 1643, Mrs. Thornton 
was at Wigan, and says, " the memory of Dr. Fleetwood was famous 
at that time with them (the parishioners) which was a most pieous godlie 
minister, liveing about thirty yeares since with them, & by his lyfe & 
doctrine had sett such good order amongst them, that they retained the 
true religion he taught. They hearing that my mother was his neece 
flocked abundanlly to see her, using all the civilities & kindnesses 
imaginable to her for his sake, and notwithstanding that theire bibles 
and bookes were burnt, never neglected the Praiers at sixe o'clocke in 
the morning and four in the afcernoone." Mr. Fleetwood had vacated 
the living in 1604, in which yeai another rector was appointed. In 
1638 Dorothy lady Legh, of Worsley, bequeathed by will to her god- 
daughter, " M" Dorothie Fleetwood, daughter to the Parson of Wigan, 
two angells." {Lane, and Chesh. WiUs, pt. iii, p. 200.) For further par- 
ticulars of Mr. Fleetwood, see Derby Household Books, Note, p. 168. 



(*) John Caldwall, M.A., a native of Button-upon-Trent and appa- 
rently a son of Richard Caldwall, M.D., by whom he was appointed to 
therectoryof Mobberley in Cheshire,/.^, v. in 1570 (^^fir/ff-, Fori); and 
on the 7 May 1572, 14 Eliz., John Caldwell, B.A., paid, in composition, 
for first fruits, to the exchequer, on being instituted to the rectory of 
Mobberley. (J. P. E.) On the S January 1575, he was nominated to 
the rectory of Winwick "by the deprivation" {per mart. Baines and 
Harland) of the late incumbent there. Henry earl of Derby is staled to 
be the patron, but not for this turn ; nor is it quite clear how John Sher- 



bume, S.T.B., should have held the living "per lapmm" ii Jaouaiy 
1575, as Caldwall occurs regularly as the rector (Lane. AfSS., vol. xxii, 
p. 53) from his induction on ihe 7 January until his death, which occurred 
S June iS9Si i" ^^ fifty-first year of his age. Mr. Henry Trafford, 
rector of Wilraslow, bequeathed 6s. &d., by will dated 14 August 1591, 
to Mr. Caldwall parson of Moberlayc " to make a Funeral Sermon at his 
burial." (Piccope's Lane, and Chesk. Wills, vol ii, p. 19.) There is ia 
the library at Knowsley, " A Sermon Preached before the Right Hon. 
the Earle of Darbie and divers othurs assembled at His Honor's Chap- 
pel at Newparke, in Lancashire, the 2'' Januarie 1577, by John Caldwall, 
parson of Winwick." 4(0, blath itlftr. Printed by Thomas East, Lon- 
don, 13 March 1577. He was one of the chaplains, and a special 
favourite of Henry earl of Derby, E.G. (See fiirther notice of him in 
Derby Household Books, Notes, pp. 132—3. Chet. series.) 

(/) Robert Osbaldeston, B.D., a native of Blackburn, was instituted 
to the vicarage of Whalley 9 October 1581 on the collation of Edmund 
{Grindall), archbishop of Canterbury. In September 1591 he was nomi- 
nated by bishop Chaderton to the rural deanery of Blackburn (Lane. 
MSS., voL xxii, p. 58), and is described as "Preacher of the Word at 
Blackburn, 7 August 1599." (/I'id.) On the 30 October 1594 he was 
an attesting witness of the will of John Talbot of Whalley esq., who 
desired to be buried within Whalley church; but he had no legacy 
from the testator, who had an only daughter, Ann, wife of James Asshe- 
ton of Chaderton esq. the great supporter of the Puritan clergy and 
of their cause in South Lancashire. Mr, Robert Osbaldeston was a 
surrogate of the chancellor of Chester, and on the 12 December 1594 
proved the said will. (Orig. Prob. penes me.) Harland names a Robert 
Osbaldeston as rector of Radcliffe, but gives no date either of his insti- 
tution or death (Baines, vol. i, p. 531); but he is probably the man who 
was curate of Blackburn in 1614. {Lane. MSS., vol. xxii, p. 339.) Mr. 
Christopher Nuttall, M.A., formerly minister of Newchurch in Pendle, 
was appointed rural dean of Blackburn, March 1609 (ZatK. MSS., voL 
xxii, p. 8a), and was buried at Newchurch 19 December 1619. {/iui., 
vol Mtxvii, p. 517.) Osbaldeston probably died about 1609. 

(m) Edward Ashei-on, M.A., was the j-ounger son of Arthur Aslieton 



Notes. 



43 



of Rochdale, attorney al-law, descended from the Ashelons of Bamfur- 
long, in the parish of Wigan, and brother of William Asheton of Clegg 
hall (jure uxorisj esq., who was in the commission of the peace for ihe 
county of Lancaster. These brothers had eleven sisters, who were all 
married to the heads of the principal families in the neighbourhood. As 
the arms borne by the Clegg hall family differed from those of the great 
house of Middleton, the probability is that the two families, although 
connected by marriage, were not regarded as being the same. Edward 
Asheton was doubtless educated at Rochdale grammar school, and 
graduated at Cambridge, He was presented to the rectory of Middle- 
ton on the 13 January 1584-5, and inducted by the mandate of bishop 
Chaderlon on the 16th, the hving being vacant by the death of Mr. John 
Assheton, CD., the last parson there. His presentation had been ob- 
tained from the patron for him by his brother, William Asheton of 
Cle^ hall esq. On the 27 October he gave bond to the bishop. 
(Lane. AfSS., vol, xxii, p. 43.) In March 1609 he answered the 
bishop's Visitation "Call." {Ibiii.) On the 4 February 1611, Edmund 
Hopwood of Hopwood esq. desired his kinsman, Mr, Edward Asheton, 
parson of Middleton, to preach at his Funeral (I&id., vol. xxvii, p. 346.) 
Owing to some lecrhoicol or legal informality he was required again to 
obtain a nomination, dated 16 April 1614, from his brother, and he 
was instituted a second time to the rectory of Middleton by William 
bishop of Chester, 10 October 1614, {/bul, p. 160.) There is no evi- 
dence to prove that this fresh institution had been required owing to 
deprivation and subsequent submission. Indeed Mr. Asheton had 
been sound in his views of doctrine, notwithstanding his training by 
old Mr. Midgley. the earnest and devoted vicar of Rochdale, as on 
the 4 April i6i8, Edwin archbishop of York (during the vacancy of the 
see of Chester) granted a faculty to Edward Asheton clerk, M.A,, for 
the office of a preacher throughout the whole diocese, to preach in 
churches and chapels as weli in Latin as in the vulgar tongue {Ibid., 
p, 160), but death was near at hand, and the privileged honour was use- 
less. The archbishop's confidence is a proof, however, not only of the 
rector's welt-regulated zeal but of his oratorical ability, and also of his 
attachment to the Church of England. Sir Ralph Assheton bequeathed 
him a legacy in 1617 and requested him to preach at his funeral. Mr, 
Edward Asheton the rector married Elizabeth, daughter and coheiress of 
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Ralph Eeliield of Clegg hall gent., and the young divorced wife of Alex- 
ander Barlow of Barlow esq. She was buried i6 January 1593, but left 
no issue. (Derby Household Books, Note, p. 210.) He married, secondly, 
Dorothy, daughter of Oswald Pratt of Hockwold, in the county of Nor- 
folk, gent, by whom he had issue. He was buried in the rectoi's chapel 
within Middleton church 8 July 1618; and his widow having survived 
him more than thirtj" years was also buried there 30 December 1650, M.I. 
{Lane. MSS, vol. xiii, p. 3 15.) His son Isaac lived at Clubcliffe l^all in 
1653 and had issue. Mr. Asheton appears to have resided constantly 
on his benefice and yet had several curates to assist him in his parish 
work, some of whom were priibably the schoolmasters in dean NoweU's 
grammar school, e.g. Mr. George Leigh iS97i Mr, Nicholas Birch 1599, 
Mr. Robert Walkden 1615. 

The rector's will is dated 8 September, 15 Jac. He being "ill al 
ease in his body and refusing all other means of salvation besides Jesus 
Christ and him crucified," desired his body might be buried in the 
chapel belonging to him in the church of Middleton or else where it 
should please God to appoint He divided his personalty into three 
parts, of which he gave one lo his wife -Dorothy, another to his younger 
children, Isaac, Mary, Jane and Katherine, and any child hereafter to 
be boni, and the third he reserved for his own disposal. He gave no 
filial portion to his daughter Dorothy, wife of Edmund Hopwood of 
Hopwood esq., because he had paid her husband a great sum of money 
by agreement on his marriage. Out of his own third part the rector 
gave so much to his wife as would buy her the buffet stools in the 
parsonage house, covered with sett work and needlework, and all the 
quishions in needlework, and all chairs covered with needlework, or 
green cloth or leather, and green carpets in the green chamber, and one 
standing bed where he laid, with green curtains. Also he gave xxi* to 
be disposed of as follows : viz. xx marks to the poor of Middleton ; 
jjjii vj* viij'' to poor Susan Lord, daughter of Thomas Lord, late of the 
Dam in Middleton, deceased ; the residue, being xx nobles, to the poor 
of Ratchdalc ; and the rest of his third part to his daughter Mary. He 
names that James Chethani of Nuthurst gent, deceased, and John Cud- 
worth of Wemeth gent,, held in trust for him, by deed dated 4 September, 
43 Eliz., a capital mansion and estate called Cluhclitfe hall, in the parish 
of Methley, co. York, alienated to him by Henry Farrer of Ewood esq.. 
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John Farrer of London gent,, and Hugh Fairer of Ewood, and he settles 
the same on his wife Dorothy during her widowhood; but in case she 
married he had vested the same, by deed dated 8 June 1618, in his 
well-beloved Savile RaddiiTe of Todmoiden esq., Edmund Hopwood of 
Hopwood esq. (his son-in-law), his loving cousins Abell Buckley of 
Buckley and John Cudworlh of Wemeth gents., his well-beloved brother- 
in-law Osbert Pratt of Hockwold, co. Norfolk, gent., Edward Pratt 
of Heveningham, co. Suffolk, gent., and his loving cousin Geoffrey Cobb 
of Mounford, co, Norfolk, gent, in trust to receive the rents to the use 
of Isaak, Mary, Jane and Katherine, his children, and such child un- 
born, allowing ao/. a year to his son Edward Asheton, until 600/ be 
raised and paid to Isaak and the three daughters ; but if Edward "do 
marric an honest, godlie, Christian gentlewoman," and pay to the trus- 
tees 600/. out of his wife's portion, then the said estate was to pass to 
him, in fee, for his life; remainderlohisfirst, second, third and other sons, 
in tail male, and he was enabled to charge it with 600/. Another estate 
alClubcliffe, conveyed to the testator on the 18 August, 7 Jac, he or- 
dered to be sold and the proceeds to be divided between Isaak and 
Katherine, If Isaak should become heir of ClubcJitfe hall and not find 
the lands charged in joynture by Edward his elder brother, his (Isaak's) 
child's part shall cease and Jane and Katherine shall have it Dorothy, 
the wife, and trustees, executors. Proved at York 33 September 1618. 
Sworn before Hugh Watmough, S.T.B., rector of Bury. (Lane. AfSS., 
vol- xxvii, p. 23, iVills.) The daughter Katherine became the third wife 
of George Chetham of Turton esq. 

(h) James Smvth was instituted to the vicarage of Kirkham in the Fylde 
on the 6 September 1585 (not 1586 as m Hist. Kirkham) on the presen- 
tation of John Smyth, yeoman, and on the same day he gave bond to the 
bishop thai he was legally and not simooiacally presented. He suc- 
ceeded a vicar of the same name. (Lane, MSS., vol. xxii, p. 4*). He 
was dead 14 March 1590-1. {Ibiti.) See Fishwick's Hist. Kirkham, 
p. 73, Chetham Soc. 

(0) Richard Midglev, a native of Halifax parish, was bom about the 
year 1530, and is supposed to have been educated at St. John's college, 
Cambridge. He was collated by archbishop Parker to the vicarage of 
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Rochdale in 1561, In the following year he subscribed the Articles, 
and again in 1585 he subscribed to the use of the Prayer Book, but 
with what amount of satisfaction or latitude is unknown, and was 
appointed by bishop Chaderton one of the moderators of the religious 
exercise established in the diocese. About the same time he became 
chaplain to Henry earl of Derby, before whom and his almost royal 
domestic establishment he often preached at La thorn house and 
Knowsley. He was an eloquent and Impressive preacher, but was fre- 
quently in trouble owing to his violation of the rubrics and rules of the 
Church, The following highly interesting picture of Rochdale mannere 
in the time of vicar Midgley may, amongst other grafam inn, account for 
his name being found subscribed to this petition : 

" March xviii. 1584-5 before Mr. Deane [rural dean] of Manchester 
— Quibus die et loco 5;c Thomas Buckleye and James Hallywell 
churchreves of Rachdale p'sent and saye that James Belfeld bearewarde 
and Robart Butterworth y yonger doe keepe twoe t)-plynge innes and 
yat dyvers wylful and iinrulye doe resorte thyther to typle and for other 
soche unlaghful actes and coSerce on Sondaies and oyther festivall dales 
as Mas" Holte justice knawoth anj atend not the Chaiechysinges or 
godlye exercises in Rachdale Church and observe not hallydaies. 

" It'm both of these si;)eke evitl and contemptus wordes agaynest 
M. Mydgelaye a godlye and aproved lerned pcher and o"" viker and 
sayd that y= ould religion w='' hee belied was better than y' used in these 
unquielt tymes and y' he was a Yorkeshyr plage and moreovf sayd thai 
he had travailed to bring In M. Greves and oy Strang prattlyng pchers 
of no good reporte who cloy w"> their tonges and onlie for moche waggis 
[wages] : they one or both are notable sclaundereres of religion and hyn- 
derers of Goddes worde hereticks suspect and of evil cariag." {Latu. 
MSS., vol. xxii, p. 175. Note of rev. John Piccope fi-om Jiegistry, 
Chester.) 

Mr. Midgley resigned the vicarage of Rochdale, which he had held 
thirty-four years, in September 1595 in favour of his son. Bishop 
Vaughan appointed him one of the four king's preachers in Lancashire 
about 1604, with a stipend of 50/. a year, the three others being Michael 
Salson, William Foster and William Harrison, (Cooper's Atken. Canlab., 
Tol. ii, p. 451.) To ihe long notice of this venerable and zealous man 
in the Derby Homehold Books (pp. 177-83) may be added that at I 
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time he resigned ihe vicarage of Rochdale his circumstances were not 
necessilous, as he had married the well-dowered widow of Mr. Buckley 
of Buckley, and he and his wife on the 6 May 1595, being seized of a 
copyhold estate in Todelache in Spotland, within the manor of Roch- 
dale, then brought their action against Thomas Healey of Healey for a 
trespass. The jury supported the claim of the vicar and his wife against 
the defendant. (Lane. MSS., vol. iii, p. 33,) It also appeared in evi- 
dence taken on a survey of Rochdale manor in the year 16 10, that "ouldc 
Mr. Midgley when vicar of Rachdale " had cut down six timber trees 
from copyhold lands in the manor, " for to builde his vicarage howse 
withall," and that other copy holders had done the same, which the lord 
considered to be an illegal act {Ibid., vol. iii, p. 119.) The ancient 
house described in the bishop's faculty, 14 October 1724, is doubtless 
that built by Mr. Midgley in the reign of queen Elizabeth. It was 
covered with tiiatch only. Some parts were very ancient and damp ; 
the north end with the gavel at the south end, containing a parlour, a 
passage and a kitchen, being of timber and much decayed. (y*ii/., vol. xv. 
p. 410.) During his vicariate also the fabric of the church was restored 
aad some parts of it were rebuilt. {Der^y HQUsehsid Betks, Neia, p, iBa.) 
Mr. Midgley was buried in the chancel of Rochdale church on the 30 
May 1609, aged about 79 years. 

(/) John Ashworth was collated by bishop Vaughan to the vicarage 
of Bolton -I e-Sands 30 Eliz., which he only held for one year {Lane. MSS., 
vol. xxii), and he was instituted to the rectory of Warrington on the 
3 June 1589 on the presentation of Thomas Ireland of Bewsey esq., and 
had vacated the living on the 15 August 1607. (Baines (Harland), vol. ii, 
p. 231.) His daughter Elizabeth married John Chadwick, M. A., of Christ 
college, Cambridge, rector of Standish, and the nephew of Charles Chad- 
wick, D.D., president of Emmanuel college, Cambridge. {MS. pedigree 
ef Chadwick of Taunton, Lane. MSS., vol. xiii, p. 160.) His son, John 
Ashworth, was curate of Rochdale in 160J, and afterwards incumbent 
of Milnrow, at which place on the 27 September 1607 Mr. John Ash- 
worth and Grace Chadwick were married by licence. {Laru. AfSS., 
voL xvi, p. 356.) The ivife of John Ashworth, clerk, was buried at 
Rochdale on the 26 July 1616, and Mr. John Ashworth, clerk, was 
buried there i July 1O17. {/M.. vol. xxxvii. p. 314.) The son was 
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master of Rochdale grammar school and a surrogate of the chancellor 
of the diocese. 

{q) Henry Sumner was minister of Disley, in Cheshire, in 1591, 
when the first register book commences. In 1604 he is described as 
" chaplain to sir Peter Legh," of Lyme, and the following inscription 
engraved on a brass plate, fixed on the wall at the back .of the pulpit in 
Disley church, records all that I have been able to learn of him ; 

" In piam memoria Henrici Svmneri optimi et fidelissimi 
hvivs Ecclesiae ministri, Petrvs Legh miles posvit. 
Ornatvs Literis, prvdens, pivs atc|> fidelis, 
Artibvs ingenio pollens, (hev morte peremptvs) 
Hie iacet Henricvs Svmner, Renovate dolorem 
Dislei, p*docvit vos qvi pia ivra svpremi 
Regis, morte peremptvs ehev, qvo ivstior alter 
Nee fvit hie sacris, nee vos sperate fvtvrvm 
Si devs omnipotens qvi gavdia donat et avfert 
Qvi mare, qvi terras, qvi coeli regna gvbemat 
His sacris similem dederit, vvltvc^ sereno 
Respiciet miseros, vos ter qvaterq^ beati. 
Qvi obiit xxi® Septembris 1606 et hie 
Sepvltvs xxiiii'o eivsdem." 

In the Parish Register Book is this entry: " 1606 Henrie Somner, 
preacher of the Word at Disley, was buried the 24th of September.'* 
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Visitation of the Diocese of Chester/ bv His 
Grace John,* Lord Archbishov of York 

AND PkIMATE of EnGLAND, 
A,D. 1590. 



On Sunday the laste daie of Maye Anno D'ni 1590 " in 
Eccl'ia pchiali sive CoUegiata de Manchester." between 
9 and 1 1 o'clocke a.m., before the Venerable Master John 
Gibson, LL.D.,' Vicar General and official principal of 
John, Lord Archbishop of York his grace, and Wilham 
Goodwin, A.M.,* Canon Residentiary of the Cathedral 
and Metropolitical Church of S. Peter of York, Peter 
Shaw, B.D.,' and Alveredo Acroid, S.T.B.,* Commission- 
ers of the said Archbishop for Visiting of the Diocese of 
Chester within the Province and for summoning to appear 
Rectors, Vicars, Curates. Chaplains, Masters of Hospitals, 
Schoolmasters, also Wardens of Churches and Chappels, 
within the Deanery of Manchester, as they appear in a 
schedule annexed — 

On which day appeared personally Mr. Thomas Wil- 
liamson, M.A.,' one of the Fellows of the said Collegiate 
Church of Manchester and exhibited to the said Commis- 
sioners the Original Mandate of the said Archbishop : 
And he also exhibited the Foundation Deed of the said 
College founded by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth. 
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And Forasmuch as it appeared to the Commissioners 
that none of the Fellows, Ministers, or Choristers, do 
wear Surplices in time of Prayers and Ministration of the 
Sacraments, which is undecent and offensive in such a 
Coll^iate Church, and contrary to Her Majesty's Laws 
and Injunctions in that case provided. Therefore the 
Commissioners did monish them all to provide Surplices 
and wear them, in time of Prayers and Ministration of 
the Sacraments in the same Church, before Michaelmas 
next, or else to appear on Tuesday next after Michaelmas 
next coming, before my Lord Archbishop and others his 
Associates, Her Majesty's Commissioners for Causes 
Ecclesiastical at York.^ His Grace in the mean time to 
take [counsel] with them. 

On Thursday the 24th June 1590, between the hours 
of 9 and 1 1 o'clock in the forenoon, a Visitation was held 
before the Ven. John Gibson, LL.D., Anthony Higgins, 
S.T.B.," and James Cocke, M. A., ^"Commissioners of John, 
Lord Archbishop of York, in the Chapter House of the 
Collegiate Church of Manchester. John Atkinson Notary 
Public. {Lane. MSS., vol. xxii. pp. 130-131.) 

' The bishop of Chester was one of [he four suffragans of the archbishop of Vwk 
who, ns mclropolitan of the oorthem province, w.is empowered lo visit his neighbour's 
diocese, snd to require ecclesioslicai obedience to his Injunctioos. This visitation of 
nrclihishop Piers in 1590, was one of the few visilalions that had beco held since the 
foundation of the see of Chester in 1541, but Ihure was do dilGculty in recogoiziog the 
authoriljr and supremacy of the northern primale. The ecclesiastical troubles and 
irregularities of this period, so forcibly slated in the preceding memorial presented by 
the clergy of South Lancashire, as well as in the DnicriptiaH ef tlu Stait, CivU and 
Eccitsimtiial, of tht County, appear to have called for Ihe interpoutjon of the arch- 
bishop, although his attention wis chiefly directed lo alleged irregularity in the obserr- 
ance of the Communion service (unless Ihe phrase, "CoionBoock," included the whole 
Book of Common Prayer), and lo the general disnsc of the surplice. This simple 
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Teslmenl wns described by one of the fanatical clcj^ymen of Manchestei as being " a 
ragg of the Pope, and a miglitic hcraie In the Church," {Lam. Fun. Certif., p. 77, 
Note,) he probably regarding it as the sacrificial vesiment of the Roman Church ai 
well a» of the Mosaic Law. (LcviL ivi, 4.) 

When we bear in mind the morbid excilcmenl of the parochial clergy al this period, 
and (heir vinilcnl dislike of all the di&linguishing features of the Roman Catholic ritual, 
we cannot avoid lieing struck with the remarkable calmness and moderation of their 
langunge to the archbishop. They perhaps felt ihemselves open to reproach iti some 
respects, and they write as men sensible of their weakness, but ouable to justify some 
of their proceedings, which were obviously irregular and not In harmony with the 
rubrics. They quite forgot ihal "' the Church hail power to decree rites and cere- 
monies," and that no Church could eiisl without rules for ils government, and tliat if 
Ibeir impossible aspirations could have been realized the Church would have been 
broken up into various separate and independent boilics. The archbishop addresses 
the preachers is one conscious of his power, and although be speaks of an interview 
and conference with them, they evidently did not care to be brought into close contact 
with his grace. His running remarks on the Preachers' Letter are vigorous and prac- 
tical, and quite in the strain of Bancroft's celebrated sermon at Paul's Cross in 15SS. 
{^Kt BMiiitk. Scrift. Etclitia AitgHcana, Vol. 1, p. 247, Svo, 1709,) Bishop Chader- 
tun was wisely adopting towards his clergy the Ittasiiter in mojo, but the archbishop 
urged his suffragan to carry oat in his diocese the Jiyrtiter in n. Il is clear, howevtt, 
that the prejudices or convictions of the clergy towards their ecclcsia^cal superiors 
were insurmountable, and that the surplice lottg continued to be laid aside, not only in 
Manchester but generally throughout the diocese. (See Funeral Certif., p. 77 ; The 
Macre Ketilal, Introd., p. tXn% Lane. MSS,, vol. nxiL) 

For a notice of Dr. William Chaderton, bishop of Chester 1579-95, see Netilia 
Cnlrimsis, vol. i, p. 8 ; Feck's Daidcrata Curioia, vol. i, bb. ttl, pp, 3-49 ; LaiK. 
MSS., voL xl, pp. 61-76. He resigned the archdeaconry of York in 1572, in fiivour 
of Dr. John Gibson. (LeNeve, III, 134.) 

' John Picts, fellow of Magdalene college, Oxford, 1546, prebendary of Chester 
lj66, dean of Chester tje?, and dean of Christ church, Oifonl, 1570-I, which, with 
two benehces, he held together. He was afterwards dean or Salisbury and bishop of 
Rochester, Having presided over the see of Rochester one year, he was removed to 
Salisbury, " being beloved by all, " In 1588 he was transferred to York, and died 
archbishop of that see in 1594, aged 71. His funeral sermon was preached by Dr. 
John King, on 17 November 1 594, and is published at the end of that great preacher's 
Lectints on Jona Ike Pr^pkn, delivered at York in 1594, and pnb. 410, 160a The 
archbishop is described as "a great and modest theologist," and "an excellent dis- 
putant." There is a short but fair account of him in Le Neve's Prolatant Artkiishejn 
ef Canltrtury and Yert, vol. i, Svo, 17^0. 

• Sir John Gibson ofWelbum, knt., LL.D., csjion residentiary of York aiul vicar 
general, prebendary of Boltevant 1571, and in the fear followil^ of North Newbold, 
■nd Bichdeacnn of York. He resiened the archdeaconry of York for thai lA the East 
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Riding in 1578, which he held Toi 
CanCerbuiy, und oo ecclesiasUcal 
13, uid was buried at Ciayke, (( 



years. He was a conunissaiy of the court of 
ycr of greal repute. He died 28 February l6ia- 
Lon Raine'a York MS.) 



* WiUiam Goodwin, D.D., prebendary of Bole in York minster, 1590, which he 
resigned for ibe chancellorship 111 1605. He became dean of Christ church, Oxford, 
in 161 1, and vice-chancellor ai the Unirersity 1614 and 1617, and in the latter year 
he became archdeacon of Middlesci. He died 11 June i6ao, aged 65, and in that 
year hia funeral oration, written by Dr. Goffc or Gougli, was delivered iti Christ church. 
(Le Neve's Alumni Watman., p. 50 ; Wood's Alkm. (Gli&s), vol. ii, p. 463.) 



• For some at 



It of Mr. Peter Shaw, si 



•5. 



lU, Notes. 



' Alvery Acroid, B.D., was probably brother of Roger Acroyd, D.D., prebendary 
of Southwell 1596-7, archdeaconof York (1600-1617!, and of Ambrose Acroyd, senior 
fellow of Trinity eoU^e, Cambridge. 

' Mr. Thomas Williamson, M. A., was the fourth fellow named in queen Elizabeth's 
charter granted 10 the Collegiate church of Manchester in the year 1578. He Is de- 
scribed in November 1583. Mr. Thomas Williamson, M.A., vicar of Eccles and dean 
luiat. He was instituted to the vicarage of Ecdes 4 November 1576, on the preseota- 
tion of queen Elizabeth. (Baines' Hisl. Lane., voL iii, p. 49.) Oa the t July 1578, he 
flpp«re<j iWl^nally before ardibishdp Grinddll's Cdimuissioner; in the ehapter \t\iSe, 
Manchester, with Thomas Edge and Oliver Darbishire, churchwardens of Eceles, 
when the commissioners commanded the said vicar to be diligent in leaching the youth 
of his parish in the catechism, to wear the surplice, und to use the pemmbulations in 
Rogation week according to the queen's injunctions. And the said churchwardens are 
commanded to provide a surpUce for the vicar or curate, also a cover for the commn- 
aion cap, at or before the 1 September next, and to make certificate of their so doing ; 
and Eu they are dismissed. {Laa<. MSS., voL xiii, p. 13a.) He was aderwards a mem- 
ber of the ecclesiastical commission for the north, and was associated with Heniy earl of 
Derby, bishop Chaderton, and other decided supporters of the Jjincashire Puritans, 
who possessed the confidence of the queen in days of conspiracy and danger. On the 
18 January 15S8, 31 Eliz., he wu presented to the vicarage of Childvmll, near Liver- 
pool {Lane. MSS., vol, xxii, p. 46), and was afterwards appointed, Uke his friend 
Oliver Carter, by bishop Chaderton, to the chair of moderator of the monthly assembly 
of the clergy and laity of Manchester, we may hope on account of his charily and mode- 
nition. Owing to some charges brought against him " for not preaching the Trueth" 
In a certain sermon, in the Collegiate church, he and his accusers were summoned 
to appear before the bishop, and he penonaliy defended his views and statements, but 
ndlher the precise charge nor the defence have been recorded. {Ibid., p. 18a) On 
the 8 January 1588, the bishop called upon him "to give Bond for the Vickantge of 
Ecclea," whatever the obligation might be. {Ibid., p. 54.) On the 9 February 1588-3. 
" Robert Hlrche of Manchester, Lyneu Draper," nominated Mr. Thomas Willlanison, 
vicar of Eccles, Mr, Henry Pendleton, and Thomas Brownsword, testator's brothers- 
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in-law. and James Knight, ovmcers of his will. {Lane, MSS., mih.) Mr. John 
Bucklej, by will dated 36 June IS93> 'eft him B certajn theologioil work. [ViiU p. 39, 
anil. Notes.) The following, indorsed "Ibe Bishop or flellowea leltere," in my 
posseision, was probably addressed to Mr. I-angley, reclor of Prestwich. "' Sal. in 
Xp'o. Whereas you and M' Chaderton and Chetham haue comytted y" Cause of 
Tylhes nowe in questyon to ceiten arbytraytors indifferently elected betweene yo* 
Wcc for o' p" ore therew"' well pleased and will stand to such order a» the sayd arby- 
Iralore shall Award betweene yo". Fare yo" well. Augs" the 19 1 594. Yo' loueinge 
frendsinlhe Lord. (Signed) W. Ceslrcn, Oliver Cane r, Tho. Williamson, Roger 
Parker." On the 6 July 1595, he and others issued orders respecting "the settles," 
or stalls in Eccle; church. (Oastrcll's AW. Catr., vol. ii, p. 49.) On the 30 June 
IJ98, Richard, bishop of Chester, found him "in residence" at Manchester. {Lane. 
AfSS., Tot. xiii, p. 79). Although a charge was alli^ed against him at chancellor 
Vale's visilalion at Manchester, 13 September ijgS, that he was one of the fellosTS, 
vicar of Ecdes, and "hath dyrers benefices." [Ibid., p. iSo.) His wilt is dated 
Ecclcs zo April 1603, and in it he expresses "a lively and sledfast faith grounded 
on the Promises," and leaves his body to be buried "in the Parish church of 
Eccles." He gives to his wife Jane her thirds, and also pecuniary Ic^cics to his 
sons Thomas, Handle, and Timothy, and to his daughter Alice Williamson. He 
gives his " Mansion House in Manchaler" lo his son Thomas, during the lives ol 
the said Thomas, Randle, and Timothy, and his farm at Barton held under sir 
Edmund Trafford, lo his wife and son Timothy during their joint lives, and the 
reversion lo his sons Thomas and Handle. He appointed as his executors Thomas 
Richardson, dean (rural) of Manchester, and James Williamson of Stockport, his (teS' 
lator's) loving brother. He died April t6o6. On the 3 May 1606, Mr. James Wil- 
liamson of Stockport, addressing bis "loving couiin" (nephew) Randle WUliamson of 
Ektes, says, " I imderstand that M' Deanc doth refuse to be Executor of my late 
Brothers will, and will have nolhlnge to do w*' the same, and owinge to my oolde age 
and weakness I am not able to ride or well to go anie Jouineye, and I also decline the 
trust, and request that my pore brothers friend Dr. Vale, Chancellor, wiJI allow Admi- 
nistr* lo be taken." It might seem from the caligraphy that the writer was either a 
lawyer or a clerical schoolmaster. The goods were apprtused 25 April 1606, and the 
"Books" were valued at x", silver spoons iii* iv*, two spinning wheels ii' iiii', harrows, 
carts, com in the bam, larming staff, &c. : total Uiiii" viii" ii*. He was the biher of 
two of the three clerical WilUamsons, all bom in Salford, mentioned by Henry New- 
come, who was himself the maternal grandson of one of them. [Fasti Manaut.; Lam. 
MSS., vol. xii, pp. 161-2 ; Newcome's Autobiag., voL i, p. 8 ; Lift of Adam Martin- 
dale, p. 90, Note.) 

• The commission was distinct from the ordinary Ecclesiastical Court, and from the 
court for the North. The act books of the commission, tevenlectl in number, extend- 
ing from 1561 to 1639, are preserved at York. They deal with offendeis from all parts 
of the province. /. R. 



' Anthony Higgin, S.T.B., w 



s thesr 



I of Anthony Higgin of Manchester, and of 
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bis wife Elizabeth, daughlet of Thomas Biich of Birch hall, gent. He was born and 
educnted in Manchester, and graduated at St. John's college, CambridEe, His brothers 
were Geoi^e and Edward, who, with himself, had legacies of lO/. each froin their ma- 
ternal uncle, the Rev. William Birch, sometime warden of Manchester, and afterwards 
rector of Stanhope in the bishoptick of Durham, by will dared 29 Ma; 1575. The 
testator also says, "the seven new volumes of Cis-il Law 1 give to Anthony Higgios 
with the Annotations of Budieus upon the Pandects— the Canon Law Books to George 
Higgins — Cicero's Works to Edward Iliggins, also Logic, Arithmetic, Cosmography and 
Books of Astronomy in Latin, and the Poets. All my Ijilin Divinity Books to those 
two of my Nephews that first be Pastors in the Ecclesiastical Ministry." Anthony 
Higgins is named an executoi. Will proved 30 November 1575. (Lomc. MSS., vol. 
xiii, p 276.) George Birch of Htndley Birch, gent., by will dated aS July 1611, ap- 
pointed "M' Anthony Higgine Dean of Ripon" an ciecutor. (Ibid., p, 276.) HJi 
own will is dated 12 November 1624. He describes himself as "Anthony Hi^n, 
Clarke and deane of Rippon." He gives to " Thomas Higgin my brother's eldest 
Sonne 3O0/. — to George his younger sonne my farme in Nelhctdalc called Sykes and 
my house in Rippon. Farther, I harlily pray my brother that for my house in Man- 
chester which descended upon me and so upon my brother from my father that he im- 
mediately afler my death would setle it uppon Anthony Higgin my nephew Thomas 
his Sonne for I doe greatly mislilte that fathers should build and sonnes should sell. I 
give 130^. to S' John's Colledge in Cambridge if it shall please the Maister and the 
eight seniors to augment five schollershipps y* they may be equell with the foundrace's, 
anil withall a sermon at moreniiiE prayer eveiy 30"" Januarie and lo" to the preacher- 
five schotlarshipps whereof four were founded by Doctor Ashen (Asheton) for Lanca- 
shire, Bushopjiricke and ^'orkeshire and by M' Gregson, one for Lancashire i and if it 
please Ihem not to accept soe upon those condicions then I give that 130/. to certains 
fefhes in Manchester and Saforth (Salford) lo the use of poore tradsmen lending to 
none above lo/. for three years at the longest Cosens Tliomas Burlch, William 
Burtch of Dighton, William Burtch of Manchester — Thomas Becke and William 
Higgin, Edward Brownell and John Swanson of Leeds (legatees). To my cosen Clle- 
burae and my nephew Liunley all my Bookes npoo condicion that they when they die 
shall give them to the Church of Rippon for a Ijberarie. To Coseo Thomas Burtch 
2o/. for I am aifraid that his uncle who are (iiVj his guardian will leave him verie bare." 
Dean Higgin died 17 November 1624. His Life in MS., by the late Rev. John 
Ward, M. A., rector of Wath, is in iLe possession of my learned friend the Rev. Canon 
Raine, M.A., of York, to whom I am indebted for this abstract of the dean's will. 

l" James Cocke, M.A.. prebendary of Langlofl, in the cathedral of York, in 1585. 
which stall he held until his death. He was rector of Etton and master of St Jolin's 
hospital at Ripon. He died in January or February 1590-1. (Canon Kaine's York 
MS.) 
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A Letter sent from the Preachers of Manchester" 

<T0 THE Archbishop of York). 

Grace, mercy, and peace in the Lord bee with yo" euermore. 
Amen. 

Right reuerend in the Lord, our duties most hutnblle 
recomended vnto your Lordship. Pleaseth it your grace, that 
wheras in your late visitacon, wee especially were comanded by 
M' Doctor Gibson, to appeare becfore the right reuerend father 
in God our Bishop, at Manchester, and there after examinacon 
taken for our seuerall disposicons, touching the matters of con- 
formitie in our church, were enioyned by the said right reuerend 
father associated with M' Doctor Gibson, and M' Edmund Hop- 
wood Esquire the bearer heerof vnder the countenauncc of her 
ma'i"' high comission ecclesiasticall, to geeue in our aunswers by 
the first of Noucmber, vnto our Bisshop, concerning our future 
actions in those matters of conformitie as bie the decree then set 
downe may further appeare : wee vnder stading that tliis acco" 
hath taken its proceeding from yo' Li" speciall direcaSn to our 
Bisshop, and that the same also is to receaue his end beefore 
your LP, haue thought it o' duties not onely to geeue in our 
aunsweres to our owne Bisshop, as by the said decree wee arc 
appointed, but also to send vnto yo" a transcript of the same, 

" " The Preachers Letter," and the rest of the eortcspondence here printed, U pre- 
served in Ihc Kowliruon MS., c 167, IT. 57-^3. Bodl, and aHhough connected with 
the DiseriflioH ef tht Stall Ch-il anJ EidtsiastUal of Iht County 0/ LattcasUr, bj Ihe 
same Indiriduals (Turner MS., 144, p. sS, lbid.\, is only a transcript of the original, 
without date. These letters are unknown to the York antiquaries, and yet there is a 
large book in the arcbbishup's registry tilled with the comperts at the visitation in 
1590, and there is also an eoilier book for r57S. OliTci Carter, the friend of tord 
Burghley (Peck's Dtsid. Cur., vol. i, lib. lii, p. 37), was probably not the writer of 
the " Preachers' Letter," as the ortb<^rapby and style are not his. He had an arbi- 
trary way of spelling words, and in fact spelled just as he pleased, whilst in thii letter 
there is somewhat more of Bystetn and uniformity, although the mode of spelling at 
that time was not fiied, and was. according to our nineteenth century DicHenaty 
nomendaturc, wonderfully Incorrect and lanciful. 
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subscribed also with 0' owne handes, w'' wee shalbee ready lieer- 
after to auoucli as fully as that wee now are to geeue in to o' 
Bisshop. Bie w"** wee trust wee shall sufficiently approue vnto 
yo" the quiet and peaceable minde we haue all caryed in o' pub- 
lick ministery. In regard wherof wee are humbly to craue yo' 
Lordship not to vrgc vs to aiiie more particular aunswere, then 
wee haue therin already set downe, (») considering first that it 

(>) The like order was laken where like occasion was offered. 

hath not been ante generall course taken by yo' visitours (for 
ought that wee can vnderstand) in other partes of your prouince, 
nether in other partes of the dioces of Chester, but in our Deanry" 
in the county of Lancaster (saue onely that two of vs '^ haue been 
drawen thereto out of another hundred adioying) ('')then also for 

(') They were a]l prcsenled three excepted whose doinges in [his bcchalf also were 
euident and complained of, 

that not anie of vs (for ought tliat wee do vnderstand) hath been 
pnted in yo' said visitacon for not vsing the colon boock in anie 
part therof, nether also for refusing to were the surplice at anie 
tyme. beeing duly tendered vnto vs. {')And thirdly considering 

(') Quid verbis opus est liim facta vidntm ? Your dailic actions spenke against it, 

none of vs can iustiy bee charged to haue at anie tyme preached 
against the coion boock or anie part therof. (^)And lastlie. for 

(*) Yf anie doubl arise of anie matter in the coion boock the B. of the dioces is to 
take order for it, Yf the same bee not contrarie to the coion bootlt, yf ihc B. of the 
dioces bee in anie doubt, hec may send to the Archb. to bee resotiled. 
that it would require a more particular consideraOTn of all pointes 
in the coion boock then the time limited vnto vs, by the said 
decree, will afford, of w*" som happily would require their expli- 
cacon by yo" the reuerend fathers of the church beefore our 
opinions therin and much lesse our accons may be vrged. And 
therfore for our future acrons, wee humbly craue they may bee 
referred to their future trialls, yf by iust complaint heerafter they 
shalbe brought in question beefore yo^ Lordship: In the c 

" Manchester. 

" Fleetwood of Wigin, and Leigh of Slandish. 
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wherof as also of this our present aunswere, (•) wee are yet thus 

(•) Disobedience b no waie lo rcformc the ignoraunce of the people. Fida ex audUu. 
Besides there bee ecclesiisticall censure and lawes for their reformacon. 
much further to beseech yo'' Lp. to take knowledge and con- 
sideraran of the general! state of the people amongst whome wee 
liue, standing of two sortes, the obstinate papist and the zealous 
professo" of religion: The one soit beeing (as S' Paule speaketh 
of the Athenians) in all thinges too superstitious, and therfore 
make everie ceremonie of our church, but especially that of the 
Crosse, as an idoll of their church. (') The other sort so far caryed 

(*> This is scandala aiitpli non data but lo breake Ibcm □one beeing established 
bie aactorilie beeing not contnirie to God his word, is scandals data. No good sheepe 
will forsake his pastor for doing his dulic. 

into scandall at those thinges, w*"" 50 greatly are drawen into 
abuse by the papists, that piainely many of them would in sun- 
dric places, leaue vs and our ministraran, yf wee should bee 
brought vnder the same {B)whome to gricue in anie thing of that 

(■) It ought lo seeme a greater mailer lo grceue the whole stale of (be church, 

kiade, it may seeme no small matter to such of their pasto" 
(especially) by whome they haue been reclaimed from papistrie, 
and brought to the gospell. 0") In respect of both w*"*, howsoeuer 
{>*) Theie are lawfull and tolerable amongst a!l her Ma"" subiectes who ought lo bee 
obedient to her lawes. 

Otherwise they may bee thought lawfull and tolerable els where, 
yet assuredly in these partes of our countrey, they may seeme 
lesse expedient, then in anie other part of the realme: (') VVhcr- 

(') You should geeue no aduantage to Ihe adueisarie ag* your seines, but bie your 
wise and drcomipccl walking slop their moulhes. 

unto also yf it may please yC good LP to add this further con- 
siderawn that wheras these manie yeares wee haue continually 
been called both by the ecdiasticall coihission when it was, and 
also by the ciuill auctoritie, euer since the other hath ceased, to 
make pntm" of the papists amongst vs, by meanes wherof manie 
of them haue been reformed, but the most of them therby stirred 
vp in rancour and malice against vs. Now they taking aduantage 
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and courage to themselues by these pnt proceedings w"*" are taken 
against vs in yo' Lp» (^i) visitaron, as thinking now all protecEon 

(') This is a non cataa ad cauiam. Your oime sctions sre the cause of it and nut 



to bee taken from vs, _do begin to make reuenge of o' former 
dutiful! imploim'* against them, by bringing vs in question at the 
assises and sessions, for these matters of inconformitie ; w* is 
likely to fall out to bee a sufficient scourge for anie offence in 
these smaller matters, although wee feele not a more grieuous 
smart by the prosecucons of those whome wee hold for reucrend 
fathers, and {')protectors of vs against y* malicious practises of 

(') VVee cannot protect your disorders, 
the professed aduersaries of o' ministery. These consideracons 
(right reuerend in the Lord) beeing well knowen and duely 
weighed of (")our owne Bisshop, haue hitherto caused him to deale 

("') Nothing hitherto allcaeed can bee anie warrant for your B. to beaie w" the 
brenkiiiE of these orders or for you to do iL 

favourablely w'*" vs in these matters.'* In vi^^ fauorable course wee 
doubt not, but (of himself) hee purposeth to continue, as finding 
it most expedient for our state w'"* consideracons also (no doubt) 
haue drawen heertofore the like grace towards us, from yo' Lp" 
most worthy ('')predecesso^'* And therfore sith o' latter dealings 

(°} A small cotncndacun for anie in auclorilie to wintk al the husines of the church. 
haue not altered from the former but in all wee haue carieS one 
tenor, to wit, a quiet and peaceable course in the faithfull work 
of Qf ministery : wee trust yo' good LP vpon this full intelligence 
of our state, will not ('')varie from the former fauourabie pro- 

(■) I must varie from your procecdinges, when they varie from her ma''" lawfidl and 
godhe proceedinges, and from the stale of our whole church, 
cecdinges, w'='' hitlierto haue been taken w"" vs, wherin wee doubt 

" See pp. xili, liv, ItitroducUon, ante, where Ihe leniency of bishop Cboderlon 
towards his clergy is nnroed. 

* His tolemni and discreel predecessor was Dr. Edwin Sandys, a north country 
man, master of SL Catharine's college, Cambridge, bishop of Worcester 1569, bishop 
of London 1570, and archbishop of York 1576-7. He died in 1588. 
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not but yo' Lordship shall finde (P)a far greater blessing to the good 
(») I thiack God had more greailie blessed your Ubourestyf you had shewed more 
conronnitie. 

reformaffin of our country from the grosse idolatry and heathnish 
prophanaffins w*" yet continue with many amongst vs, then yf a 
more strict course were taken in these smaller matters of incon- 
formitie in the preachers. And in this beehalf wee have requested 
this gentleman M' Hopwood (beeing a Justice of the peace in 
our country, and one of the eceliasticall coiiiission, and an earnest 
fauourcr of the preachers and the work of the minister/) to attend 
yo' Lordship w"* these our letters, that by him yo" may bee more 
fully enformed of o' doinges and wee also certified of yo' graces 
pleasure, which wee all and every of vs shalbee ready to attend 
in all duty as appcrteineth. The father of all blessings abounde 
towards yo" in euery grace, Amen. 

Your Lordships in all dutie 

Oliuer Carter preacher of Manchester. 

Edward ffleetwoodde parson of Wigan. 

W. Levgh parson of Standish. 
Edward Asheton parson of Midleton. 
Peter Shaw parson of Bury. 
Edw.\rd Welshe Vicar of Blackbume. 
WlltM LanGLEY parson of P'stwiche. 
John Buckley preacher at Manchester. 
John Hill preacher at Prestwiche. 
Thomas Hunt preacher at Oldham. 
Richard Midgley pastor of Rachdale. 

flbr satisfaccon of your Lordshippes order proposed vnto vs in 
the college of Manchester, the second day of September in the 
plice of M' D' Gibson and M' Edmund Hopwood : this is as well 
the seuerall as ioinet aunswere of vs whose names are heer under 
written as followeth. To wit, that as wee haue heertofore gene- 
rally vsed the coion boock in all diuine seruiee and none other, 
and in all other thinges w'l" conceme our publique ministery. 



H 
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haue so peaceably caryed our selues, as well in practise, as doc- 
trine, that the aduersaries of religion amongest whome wee Hue, 
are not able iystly to charge vs to haue been contemners of 
autoritie, or recusantes of anie thing by lawe prescribed: So wee 
meane (bie Gods grace) heerafter to continue. 



Oliuer Carter, 
Edward Fletewoodde. 
W. LEiGn.'6 
William Langley. 
Edward Asheton. . 
Peter Shaw. 



Edward Welsh. 
John Buckley. 
John Hill. 
Thomas Hunt. 
Richard Midgley 
pastor of Rachdale. 



" For K long notice of Mr. William Leigh, a learned and dislbguished Lancashire 
man, feUow of Brasenoae coll^ie, Oxon,. B.A. 1574, M.A. 1578, B.D. 1586, see 

Drrliy HoHsthBld Books, p. 117, Notes, and Wood's Alktn. Oxon. (Bliss), voL ii, p. 
C42. His brass monumenC still remains in the chajicel at Stiuidish cburch, on which 
is engraven, " Conditum est hic carpus Gulielmi Leigh tJ. T. Bac vera; religionis pro- 
fessoris sinceii hseresium propulsatoris acerritni, concionatoris suavisslmi, hujus ecclesis 
quinquaginta Ires annos pasloris vigikntiss. cujus non nulla exiant, pluraque deside- 
rantur opera, evocali ex hac vita 26 Nov. an. Dnm. 1639 xtatb vax octogesimo nono." 
It has been doubted whether he ever was tutor 10 prince Henry, as he received no 
preferment liom the crown, and was collated to the rectory of Standish, apparently 
through lapse, by bishop Cbaderloo; but in an account of the eslablishmeni of the 
household of prince Henry, in the you 1610, " M' Lee" occurs amortgst the chaplains 
of the prince. IHarl. MS., No. 642, foL 139 ; Royal Hoiiselmld Boots, pub. by the 
Society of Antiq., p. 319, 4to, 1790!; and Rawlinson expressly states that he was 
'• Tutor to Prince Henry," (Wood's (Bliss) ^/A™. Oxon., vol. ii, p. 643), and Tanner, 
thai in l6og lord chancellor EgertuD gave him the mastership of Ewelm hospital, in 
Oxfordshire. (Hid. ) It is somewhat remarkable that the king and the two earls of 
Derby whom he served recognized but did not reward his great abilities 1 but probably 
his humility led him to say, as wr Henry Wolton (on taking deacon's orders) said to 
kingjames, " Pnrnant torcular qm viniiimiarunt ; let them press the grape?, and fill 
(he vessels, and taste lire wine, tirat have gathered Ihe vintage." 
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An answere to my Lord of Chesters l're concerning 
the premises, (by the archbishop of york.) 

The first answeare. 

My verie good Lord, I can hardly be pswaded that the 
breaking of the orders of the church, the omitting of the dutie of 
the ministers can make for the peace of the same and the further- 
aunce of the gospell, but rather the contrary and so I take your 
reason to bee secundum non caiisam vt causa. It may make for 
the quietnes of those particular persons and their adherents, and 
so your argm' holdeth a dido scamdum quid ad quid simpliciter. 
you thinck if they may inioy som little hberty, they will not 
medle with state and goverm* I take it no good course to geeue 
men leaue to do euiU beecawse they may do good. This is no 
good founda&n or no good roote of good accons. Of such 
thornes can not bee gathered good grapes. The smaller the 
matters are, the sooner they arc obeyed, and as small as they 
are schisma est eadem scquentium separalio in these extemall aujiul cmnn 
thinges Quart cum Uuiora qum fingitis fugitis, ipsu sacrtlegifi^-^^ i.<:'v\ 
sckismatis, quod est grauius omnibus comisistis. And of such litle i^° i^™'" 
sparckes coiiieth often tymes great flames of small cloudes great 
raine. Elias seruant did first see a litle cloude arise, like a mans 
hand, and imediatly the heauens did waxe black with winde and 
there followed a great raine. In your Ife dated the thirteth of 
September you confesse that you are not able to beare so heauie 
a burthen, as to refornie these small disorders. One of the chief- 
est reasons the preachers alleage in their ire brought to mee by 
M' Hopwood is. that those thinges haue been greatly abused in 
the time of Popery, and are now also of many superstition sly 
vsed. This I take to bee fallacia accidentis to take away the 
thing beecause of the abuse And the omitting of our owne 
dutie. is no way to reforme the blindnes of the people Fides ex Rom, ib. 
auditu. There bee eccliasticall censures and other lawes for their 
reformacon, Therfore my Lord, I see no sufficient reason alleaged 
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either in your letters, or the preachers, to warrant yo" to vse anie 
such toUeracon or for them to take anie such tolleration at your 
handes for the breaking of the orders of the church established 
by auctoritie, seeing that xvee must bee subiect not onely for 
feare of vengeance, but for conscience sake, Therfore vpon con- 
ference with M^ Bunney," and M' Hopwooc! at his beeing heere it 
was concluded that they should haue diuine seruice celebrated 
in their churches, and the sacram" administred. according to the 
order of the book of Comon Prayer in a surplus. And because 
it should appeare that this did rather proceed of their owne volun- 
tarie dutiful! obedience then otherwise there is sufficient leasure 
geeuen them till Shrouetide or o' Lady day to spie som conue- 
nient tyme to conforme themselues and so to continue. And 
this order my trust is and request that yo" will see obserued not 
onely there, but in al! your dioccs, and that you will first beegin 
with your owne colledge at Maiicliester. Yf anie bee desirous 
to bee farther satisfied in these poinctes, yo' godly learned wis- 
dome can doe it. Yf anie of them bee disposed to conferre with 
mee, they shalbee heartily welcome, I will do it in most charitable 
and brotherlike manner. Yf anie man be contentious, wee haue 
no such custome nor the church of Christ. 

'' Edmund Bunney, eldest son of Richard Bunney, esq., of Ncivlnnd, near Wake- 
field, prebendary and subdean of York, and rector of Bollon Percy. He was a great 
preacher, an aulhar of some repute, and was of great nse in the diocese of York. 
Anthony A Wood gives an inleresling account of his preaching loura, "accompanied 
with two men in black liveries, with horses;" nnd says that "he was the moA Jbiid 
preacher in the reign ofqu. Eliiabelh" — "insomuch that many were pleased to say 
he was troubled with the dk'inily squirt." Mr, Bunney died in 1616-17, "n** *** 
tniried in York minster. 
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The second answeke vnto my Lord of Chesters l'res, 
(Bv THE Archbishop of York.) 

My verie good Lord, I receaued yo' Ifs dated the JS"* of 
October and aboute the same time, M' Hopwood brought mee 
Irs from the preachers of Manchester deanrj-, and thcrabouts. I 
do not finde by you, or by them anie sufficient reason alleagcd 
to warrant you to vse anie such toleraran, or them to take it at 
your handcs, for that the breaking of the orders of our church 
not beeing contrary to God his word, and beeing estabhshed by 
aucthoritie, Wee must bee subiect not beecause of wrath onely, 
but also for conscience sake. Therfore I sent them word by M' 
Hopwood, that according to the order of the book of comon 
prayer, they should haue diuine seruice celebrated in their 
churches and the sacraments administred In a surplus. And these 
bee to require you, to cause the same order to bee obserued both 
in their churches and throughout all yo' dioces, and first to begin 
with your owne college of Manchester. And beecause this should 
seeme rather to proceed of their owne dutiful! obedience then 
otherwise : there is good leasure geeuen them betwixt this and 
our Lady day, to conforme themselues. Yf anie of the preachers 
desire further to bee satisfied, your godly learned wisdome is able 
to do it. Yf anie of them bee disposed to conferre with mee. 
they shalbee most heartily welcome. But yf any man bee con- 
tentious, wee haue no such custoiiie. nor the church of Christ. 
My purijose is by Gods help verie shortly to renewe the comission 
againe. Therfore I would haue yo' Lordship send mee the names 
of such, as yo" would haue ioyned with you. You knowc what 
was promised to her ma''* when yo" and I beecame suiters for 
the comission when the subsidie was exhibited for the prouince 
of York. Some time shalbee appointed, for the reformacon of 
the status of the catlicdrall church of Chester. Send mee word 
I pray yo", what you haue done w' M' Gosnoulde'^ of whome you 
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made complainte in your last Ire. Require M' Hunt" seruing 
vnder M' Loiigley to bee w* mee the 23"' of January next, or 

tlierabouts. 

" Thomas Hunt, M.A., of college, Oxford, was nominated to St, Mary's 

cliiirch, Oldham, by the Rtv. Williaiu Langlcy. rector of Prcstwich, the patron in 
right of his living, before the year 1589. Mr. Hunt was, according lo Dr. Whilaker, 
"a schoolmaster of grta.! eminenct" He had vacated the poor benefice before the yenr 
t6iz, bul whether by resiEnatioQ or death is unknown. He was called a PurilBn.andwas 
a zeftloiii preacher. If he saw archbishop Piers' letter lo his diocesan he cuuld hardly 
&Lil to deem the "requiretnent" curt in expressioo, ominous in its vagueness, and indi- 
cative of ulterior inrasurcs, as the perpleited wife, her trembling son, and even the 
arislocratic schoolboys of the homely parsonage of Oldham were painfully aware that 
York castle contained at that moment many a stubborn clerical prisoner who had not 
been able to steer his way very dexterously through the perilous ecclesiastical naviga- 
liou on which he had embarked. On the 11 October 1608, at a visitation of the chan- 
cellor of Chester held af Manchester, it appcai'edia evidence that "Mr. Thomas tlunt, 
Curat of Oldham, Wcareth not the surplice in tyme of publiquc Praien and ii> Minis - 
tering the Sacraments, uselh not the sign of the Cross in Baptism, neither doth he 
meet the dead corpses of such as come to be buryed at the Church Steele." {Lane. 
JifSS., vol. xxii, p. l86.| Young Gcurge, afterwords sir George Radcliffe, the friend 
and secretary of the great lord SlratToni, writing to his mother from Oldham, where 
he was a pupil of Mr. Hunt's, 19 Febrnory 160S-9, says, " I think my Maister sliall 
not be called till May-day, for the Bishop's Put^ivant hath promised him (if he be 
ealledl to stay two or three Court days," [Lift and Corrtsp. af Sir Ga. Radcligt. pp. 
30-31,) ^^"^ y^t Mr. Hunt went to Onford with his son in April, and had arranged to 
take another of his pupili, Mr. Francis Woriley (the step-sou of the second earl of 
Devonshire, of that family), lo Cambridge, in Ibe same month. At this time Mr. 
Hunt seems to have been in a irad state of health, (Ibid. pp. iS, 17, 30,) although a 
while before be would gladly have gone to Wakefield, if he could have got the school 
there. (/W</. p. 17.) Writing from University collie, Oxford, George Radcliffe says, 
" I rest much beholden lo Mr. Hunt for his eiiraordinary kindness shewed unto tne 
here at 0»on," {Ibid, p. 44) and he seems always to have regarded his early school- 
master with great afTection. For a notice of him, see Derby Nausdiold Beats, Note, 
pp. 103-4; Jiiuntat of ffiehotas Anhtlfn, Note, p. 133; Lift and Cerraf, tfSirGta. 
RtnUliffi, edited by Dr. T. D. Whitaker, 4to, 1810, 
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An answere vnto M' Hopwood his l're. 
(BY THE Archbishop of York.) 

M' Hopwood,*" after my heartie commendacons ; vpon con- 
ference with M' Doctor Gibson I vnderstand, that such order as 
was taken with the preachers of Manchester deanry was also 
taken with others in my visitacon where the like occasion was 
offered ; And that all they, who subscribed their names vnto the 
Irs sent vnto mee, were presented for not wearing the surplus, 
verie fewe excepted whose doinges also in that beehalf were 
euident, and otherwise complained of. And whereas they alleage, 
that they speake not against the colon boock : Quid verba audtam 
cum facia videamf Their accons and examples are witnesses to 
the contrary. Yf anie doubt arise in the colon boock. the preface 
of the same doth appoint an order for the resolucon therof, so it 
bee not contrary to the book. In their other allegacons I see no 
sufficient reason, to warrant the breaking of the order of the 
church, established by auctoritie and not beeing contrary to God 
his word. Therfore I do require that according to the order of 
the coion boock, they haue divine seruice celebrated in their 
churches and the sacraments administred in a surplus against the 
tyme appointed, signified from mee vnto them by you. Yf anie 
of them bee desirous for their further satisfaccon, to confer with 
mee, they shalbee most heartily welcoiiie. I loock to heare from 
yo" verie shortly what is done heerin, according to your promise. 

" Edmund Hopwood of Hopwood, esq., was the head of one of iheoldesi and best 
dcKcnded families ia Soulh ].ancasbire. his original pn^enilor, in ihe Ijth century, 
probably being a son of Middleton of MiddleEon, as the anns of Hopwood of Hopwood, 
l.aDgIey of Langley, and Ashworlh of Asbworth (three townships in the parish of 
Middleton), all indicate a common ancestor. The Hopwoods were descended in blood 
from ihe Langlcys of AgecrofI (a branch from Langley), the Davenports of Bram- 
hall, Ihe Asshclons of Middleton. and the Gerards of Idcc, and their alliances were, 
yeneralion after generation, with local families of the highest social position, so that 
Ihe gentleman who at this time sloix! forward as (he champion of the Reformed Church 
and her tlergy was not an obscure individual, (ioif. MSS., voL ili, p. 299), bat a 
man of ancient lineage, a dcpuly-liciitcnanl of the earl of Derby, in the commission of 
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Ihc peace for ihe counly, and an ecclesiistlcal commissioner for Ihe province of Vork, 
distiDguished by ihe conscientious discharge of some difficult public datits, and justJv 
endeared to ihe clergy, whose respect, goodwill, and confidence he possessed. Ilis 
life was instnictive, and his influence was Elrcnglhcned b; bis consistent character. 
He was the eldest son of John Hopwood, esq., and was baptized at Middlelon church 
3 March 1541-2 [Rig. Book), and losing his father early in life was bronghl tip by 
his grandfather, Edmund Hopwood of Hopwood, esq., and is described in Ihe year 
1558 as "his heir apparent." He married Alice, daughter of bis near neighbour. 
Edmund Asshelon of Chaderton. esq, (bom in 1523 and died in 15S4}, a man who 
embraced the Reformed Failh In his youth, and was distinguished as the warm personal 
friend of Bradford the martyr, whom he visited in prison, supported hl^ cause, and 
boldly viildicaled his proceedings, receiving from the glorious martyr messages o( 
"grace, mercy and peace," when "in bonds and condemned for the true doclrine." 
The grandmother of Mr. Assheton was a daughter of sir James Harrington, and Brad- 
ford had been a "serving man," 01 pay-master under sir John Hamnglon in 1544, 
when treasurer of the camp of Henry VHI. at BouI(^ne. Ic seems therefore probable 
that his connection with Ihe treasurer was owing to his family and himself being per- 
sonally known to the Asshelons of Chaderton, and they, in after years, received him, 
" not as a servant, but above a servant, a brother beloved." Mr. Edmund Assheton 
married Ann, daughter of Raphe Preslwich of Holme, esq., like himself, a justice of 
the jicace, and a great favourer of ihe Reformalion. The Hopwoods of I lopwood, 
and the Asshetons of Chaderton, were distinguished by what was called their " Puri- 
tanism," which was only a nickname given to church families and individuals who were 
more exemplary and devout than Iheir neighbours. 

lUdmuud Hopwood here named buried his wife at Middleton in the year 1596, and 
also his eldest son, John Hopwood, gent,, in Ihe year 160a. Tlie tatter tell a son 
Edmund, baptized at Middleton 23 May 1597, and thus by a remarkable coincidence 
he was left to succeed his grandfather, as h^d been the case with Ihe heir in the pre- 
ceding generation. He was belrotlied at the same place the very day after his grand- 
father's death, when of the immature age of 14 years, the form being doubtless a con- 
tract only made \j\ facU aclesiie, and in conformily with a provision made by the old man 
in a deed of settlement dated 18 January 161 1, whereby he conveyed his manors and 
lands of Hopwood, Thomham, ^iddal, and Middleton, to his friends and kinsmen 
Theophilus Auheton of Clesg hall, esq., LL. D., coUQCillor-al-Iaw, Laurence Habei^- 
ham of Hihergham, esq., James Chetham of Nuthurat, John Cudworlh of Weraeth, 
and John Cudworth. junr., his son and hdr, gentn., for the purpose of raising anil 
settling portions for his sons Edmund, James, Leotiard, Anthony, Richard, and Daniel, 
for Sarah Hopwood his daughter, and also for Priscilia Tunstall, Winifred Hopwood, 
Elitabelh Hopwood, and Mary, wife of Francis Chadwick of Knalbank, gent., daugh- 
ters of John Hopwood, gent., deceased. He recites that certain lands were settled by 
deed dated l December, 26 Elii., on the martiiee of his son John Hopwood, wiih 
Dorothy, daughter of Charles Holt of Stublcy, esq., and afterwards Ihe wife, ami at 
(hat lime the widow of Robert Holt of Ash worth, esq., and he proceeded, " my grand- 
son and heir Edmund llo])wood shall not contract matrimony or espousals with any 
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person wilhoul my consent and licence in writing tiral had, or if he having altained 
ihe age ni fotirlan years refuse, or being ihcrcunlo reasonably requested forbear to 
nianie or lake lo wffe such woman as 1 shall require him to marrie," then the Iraslees 
are empowered (o take tlie yearly rem of tool., being it third part oul of [be said pre- 
mises, to satisly the title of wardship, and to continue the same for five years, {Ijin, . 
MSS., vol. xxiv., p. 30J.) 

The following are exlraclcd from the Parish Rfgiitirt of Middleton, the first record- 
ing Ihe death of the friend of " the Preachers of Manchester," and the second the 
marriage of his grand&on and heir : 

" Edmund Hopwo^iiie of Hopwoode Esq" deceased Ihe (irsl date of ffebr. anno 1611 
at eleven of y* clocke Ixfore noonc And was buried al Midleton before loof y" docke 
in y* night of y" same daye, 161I-I2." 

" Edmund Hopwood gent, and Dorolhie Asshelon were married uppon Sundaye 
the second daie of llebru. in thafforenoonc in y' time of Divine service by mee John 
Walkdene Gierke, Curat of Middleton w" Ihc consente of both theire parentes accord- 
ing* to Lawc and by force of A Lycence granted 60m Chester dated y* first daye of 
thabove named month of ffebr. Anno 161 1." The young wife, chosen for him by his 
grandfather, was the daughter of Mr. Edward Ashelon, B.D., the par»>n of Middle- 
ton, one of the signatories, for whom see pp. 42-45. bhU, Nole; by his wife he had issue 
five sons and five daughters. Her fortune was 600/. All Ihe various items in money, 
bonds, goods, and cattle, &c., were recorded by him and a discharge for the same 
given 10 Mrs. Dorothy Assheton, widow, i^ Nov. 1629. {Lane. MSS, vol. xxivii, 
p. 378.) 

The most important events of the old gentleman's life seem to have taken place 
when he was almost in txlremis — Ihe making of bis will and Ihe marriage of his 
grandson. His will is dated on the day of his death, in which he describes himself ai 
"the unprofitable servant of Almightie God, being weak in body." He says, "I give 
my bodyc, with a good will and cheerful heart, to Christian BurioU wiihin y* parish 
Church of Middleton as neere unto the buriall place of mine ancestoun as convenienllie 
may be, nothing doubting, accordinge lo the article of my faith, at Ibe Great Daie of 
Ihe General] Rcsurreclion, when we shall all appeare before the Judgement Seal of 
Christ, I shall receive the same againc by the mighty power of Cod, whereby He Is 
able to subline all things lo Himself, not a comiplibie, wcake, vile body, as now il is, 
but an incorruptible, immortal and living perfect body, like unto the glorious body of 
Ihe Elc<l People of my Lord and Saviour Jesus Chrisr." " I have already settled my 
estates for the continuation of the same in my name, blood, and kindred, for so long 
time as shall please God." "All the glass and wainscot in and about my capital 
messuages called Hopwood and Stalnlclilfe shall be annexed 10 the Freehold and all 
my Armoiu- for Ihe Warrs at Hopwood and Staintcliffe shall remain as heir loomes lo 
my heirs for ever- AH Ihe residue to my son James and to EUiabeth Holland, my 
daughter- To my loving cousen Humphrey Davenport one ring of gold with a Death's 
bead thereupon, engraven with tbis posie. hodie mihi cras tibi. To all my sons-in- 
law a Gold Ring of Uke fashion, with some posie, as my Cozen Davenport his Ring, 
to waigh xu* ; and to my sons Kings of xT* value. I order the dispOMl of 1117 Fu- 
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neral to the discretion of Theophilus Asheton, Laurence Habergham, James Chetham, 
John Cudworth, and John Cudworth, hb son, and I doe desire Edward Assheton 
Parson of Middleton to Preach att my Funerall. I appoint my loving Grandchild 
ICdmund Hopwood sole Executor, and my said Cozen Humphrey Davenport and 
Theophilus Asheton Esq'*^ Overseers." The Goods were 'praised 27 Febr. 1611-12, 
and the *' Books" were valued at xii^* v* viii'. (Lane, JtfSS,, vol. zxxvii, p. 346.) 
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INTRODUCTION." 



LEONARD SMEDLEY or Smethley, as he 
indifferently spelt his name, although mentioned 
in historic page, was a man clearly "ignoble, and born to 
" be forgot." The surname no longer exists in Manchester, 
although it still flourishes as it did in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries in the adjoining Parish of Bolton- 
!e-Moors. In the year 1589 "Smethley Mill" occurs in 
Chetham, atownship of Manchester, "Smedley Hall" was 
afterwards a residence of a cadet of the Chelhams, and 
"S medley-lane" is still a thoroughfare there. Here we 
may suppose the family lived, as on the 27 January 1593 
John Smethley and Alice Gwillim* were married at the 
Collegiate Church, and although the baptism of Leonard 
Smethley has not been found, nor his marriage, yet on 
the 5 July 1621 his daughter Mary, and on the 19 Sep- 
tember 1624 his daughter Elizabeth, were baptized there. 

' The Letters of Smedley and Holme, here printed, are from Ashm. 
i/5.,836, f. 551, BodL Lib. 

' It is not improbable that this lady was a connexion of John Gwillim, 
Rouge-Croix, a man of Welsh extraction and the publisher, perhaps the 
author, of the excellent i'/j^/ii/ 0/ Heraldry. Gwillim was the friend 
of Randal Holme, and through the influence of Holme, Smedley got his 
heraldic appointment in Manchester. Gwillim died in i6ji. 
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devices ani sic^e zc litir prufijr^rcis m^ens ~30 goodly, 
that it was a narvel tz beb:Ci rK *— ' ^ The names of 
several of these !:cal Ardss cc cepirrjr Heralds occur in 
the north of England. They were the agents o( the 
College of Arms, and sometimes the r^if*f<^ treated their 
subordinates confidentially, as appears from Smedley*s let- 

' I am indebted to Mr. John Owen, a rcalous antiquary, for these 
extracts from the Collegiate Church Registers. 

* Mills' If is/, of Chivalry, vol i, p. 21, 8ro, 1826. 

* Ibid., p. 21. 
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ters to St. George, and at other times with more haughti- 
ness than was agreeable, and acrimonious disputes were the 
inevitable consequence. By one Herald their authority 
was ignored and by another unduly magnified. On the 
19 July 1634 Thomas Howard, Earl of Arundel and 
Earl Marshall of England, visited Chester, and it might 
have been supposed that he would hardly have known of 
the existence of such a person as Randal Holme, the friend 
and correspondent of Smedley. The Ear! Marshall, 
however, summoned his delegate, or "the Deputy Herald," 
as Holme is styled, by a warrant. The Deputy was at 
that time Mayor of the city of Chester, and immediately 
attended upon the Earl with the insignia of his office. 
"Mr. Mayor." said the Earl Marshall, "I sent for you to 
tell you your offence you have committed in not giving 
your attendance, as you ought, and now do you come 
with your authority" ? and suddenly taking "the stafT' out 
of the Mayor's hands, laid it (not on his shoulders, but) 
"in the window [seat] saying, 'I will teach you to know 
yourself, and attend Peers of the realm. Though I care 
not for your observances, yet because you want manners, 
I shall teach you some, and you shall further hear from 
me. I would have you to know, I have power to commit 
you, to teach you to know yourself and me, and give 
better attendance.' " After this brisk salutation and 
impeachment Randal Holme, the Deputy Herald who 
describes the interview, was glad to pay the fees de- 
manded by the Earl Marshall's officers,* so that his de- 
' Moule's Biblwili. Heralil, p. %i,a. 
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(iciencies in point of breeding were not censured in his 
Civil office, but in his official capacity as a member of 
the Court of Chi\"alr)'. 

We know nothing of Smedley*s supporters or friends, 
except that Randal Holme recommended him to the col- 
\ege and thought favourably of him ; but his independent 
bearing was not likely to be popular with country gentle- 
men, who ventured to enquire by what authority they 
were called upon to pay fees by compulsion, the origin of 
which was unknown to them, and the payment of which 
they had been informed was not obligatory. "Kvery 
feudal lord had assumed the right of chusing his own 
armorial distinctions. They were worn by all his family, 
and were hereditar\\ It was also in his power to grant 
arms to knights and squires as marks of honour for mill- 
tar}' merit ; and from all these causes armorial distinctions 
represented the feudalism, the gentrj% and the chivalry 
of Europe. One knight could not give more deadly 
offence to another than by assuming his armorial bearings 
without his permission, and many a lance was broken to 
punish such insolence. The business of Heralds was 
enlarged, from that of being mere messengers between 
hostile Princes, into a court for the arranging of Armorial 
honours, and disputes regarding arms and cognizances 
were settled by heralds and not by battle." ^ 

In the year 1618 the commissioners for executing the 
office of Earl Marshall published A regulation of fees 

' Mills* Hist of Chii\ilr\\ vol. L, c iii., p. 87. 
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appointed io be paid by all degrees to l/ie queers of Arms 
for Registering t/ieir Funeral Certificates ;* and there was 
also printed, An order of the Commissioners for t/ie Office 
of tite Earl Marshall respecting Tradesmen intermeddling 
with the Marslialling of ArmsJ' The old and recognised 
aristocratic families enjoyed their rank and hereditary 
weahh and felt their position to be secure ; but the secon- 
dary or middle class families in Manchester surrounded 
by the Hollands and Traffords, the RadcllfTes and Asshe- 
tons, and other historical houses, and some of them 
bearing their names and traditionally tonnected with them, 
emulated the habits and proceedings of their distin- 
guished representatives, and regarded the imposing 
pageantry of an Heraldic Funeral as the standard of birth 
and ancestry, and tlie best external proof of lineage 
that could be supplied. But Smedley, the Manchester 
Deputy Herald, would not allow these families to be even 
the pigmy descendants of Chevaliers, Knights, and Patri- 
otic men. He was envious of the rising fortunes of some 
of the mercantile families, especially of those who had 
not, as Bacon said, "advanced by degrees, but suddenly 
and per saltutn, and who had failed to preserve all inferior 
officers in their full rights and pre-eminences of their 
places."'" He had been Instructed, it may be, to prevent, 
as far as he could, a confusion of ranks and to maintain 
that in a great aristocratic country like England, social 

* Moule's Biblit'lh. Herald., p. 84. 
' Ibid. \\ 185. 

' Esiay xli, on Usury. 
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grades and privileges were necessary. And this might 
be admitted even by the men who, like diamonds, "called 
from themselves the ray that made them shine," but who 
still flattered themselves that they were descended from 
ancestors who had lived — 

*'In olden times ere Heralds yet enroll*d 
The bleeding ruby in a field of gold. 
Or infant language pain'd the tender ear 
With fess, bend, aigent, cheveron or saltier." ^^ 

But it is equally clear that many of the old heraldic fami- 
lies objected to pay^the fees demanded by the College of 
Arms for funeral certificates, which involved a genealo- 
gical record of the family of the deceased, together with 
other privileges. They pleaded for procrastination, Jbut 
probably the delay sought was equivalent to postponing 
the enquiry indefinitely, or even of quashing the claim 
altogether. This was not a pleasant augury for the suc- 
cess of the applicant. The fact was many individuals 
placed no value on their hereditary distinctions, on the 
privilege of bearing arms, or on their family history. 
Their concurrence had not been obtained but rather 
ignored, and hardly an appeal allowed to any authority. 
Smedley presented himself to the ** enemy," for such he 
seems to have regarded some of the leading families 
around him who did not comply with his demands, with 
something like a consistent front, and spared no pains in 
effecting his object, but still the fees did not come. 
There was a real grievance between him and his clients, 

** Cawthom. 
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or rather those whom he was led to regard as such, but 
he laid it down as an heraldic axiom that he who claimed 
the right could not be mistaken in claiming it, and that 
they who resisted were disentitled to forbearance or even 
to common courtesy. 

He unduly strained his delegated authority, and if he 
did not intentionally misstate any fact, or make any illegal 
demand, he seems to have boldly assumed something 
which required proof There was much dissatisfaction 
and eager agitation on both sides, as we learn from these 
graphic letters, and whilst the deputy urged the claims 
of'the Heralds, many of the Lancashire gentry repudiated 
both the claimants and the claims as an officious inter- 
ference with" their personal and domestic concerns and as 
a harsh restriction upon their social liberty. 

Sir Philip Sidney, Spenser and Shakspeare had well 
supported and vindicated the claims of chivalry in the 
late reign, but a great change in manners and in the social 
state of society was taking place at this time and chivalry 
was on the decline ; but still, in the narrow and limited 
sense of the word, the title of "gentleman" was only 
allowed to persons born in a certain class, and who were 
gentle in blood rather than in character. The ordinary 
qualifications of a gentleman were supposed to be good 
descent, the practice of arms, skill at tournaments and 
jousts, hawking and hunting, the cultivation of music, and 
a careful attention to dress. These were deemed the 
distinguishing accomplishments of a gentleman, whilst 
gallantry and religion were equally necessary. Educa- 
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tion at one of the universities and a short residence at 
one of the Inns of Court completed at this time the 
required standard. It is obvious that tradesmen, yeo- 
men, and husbandmen, at this period, even if descended, 
however recently, from what Mills calls "Armigerous 
families," would neither be expected nor allowed to bear 
arms at all, as they were either " grocers," that is mer- 
chants, or cultivated their own estates, or were tenant 
farmers, and as such were not supposed to hold any rank 
in the social scale. Some of them might in Lancashire, 
with the assistance of the Heralds, have shewn the four 
quarters of gentility in their coat armour required by the 
French, and not improbably also the eight heraldic 
emblasonings demanded by the severer aristocracies of 
Spain and Germany," but commerce was abhorrent to the 
haughtiness of the old feudal nobility, and commercial men 
were out of the pale of the Heralds. As commerce ex- 
tended itself, wealth increased, and a certain amount of 
Education was obtained through the grammar schools 
established after the Reformation in most of the large 
towns in the north of England, and the sons of the "new 
men" who had acquired culture, intelligence, and wealth, 
were conventionally recognized as gentlemen, but the 
Heralds did not allow the honorable title, and the claim 
to it was left dubious. 

'* Lord Barrington being once asked by a German prince what rank 
an esquire held in England, replied, that there was no e(]uivalent for the 
title in Germany ; but that an English esquire was considerably above 
a German baron, and something below a German prince. 



Introduction. xi 

An extensive examination of the wills of the leading 
mercantile famiHes of Lancashire at this time indicates not 
only their wealth and high social distinction, but also how 
eagerly the tradesmen had entered into the leading 
controveries of the day. They possessed many of the 
expensive popular controversial writings, and doubtless in 
Manchester listened regularly to the famous Puritan 
preachers, to some of whom they were closely allied by 
blood, and to others by marriage. These men must have 
had some respectable classical and literary' attainments 
to enable them to prosecute their theological taste, to 
understand critical arguments, to balance evidence, to 
draw conclusions, and, in the midst of hot contentions, to 
adhere calmly and intelligently to the Reformed Faith. 
And all this was probably done without disturbing their 
mercantile engagements, souring their tempers, spoiling 
their manners, or shortening their lives. On the contrary, 
it doubtless added to their temporal happiness, as it did not 
involve costly establishments, courtly habits, or fashion- 
able dress, but there was still a hankering after the vani- 
ties of the world, and wealthy tradesmen, like Mr. Otho 
Holland," Mr. George Clark," and others, were unwilling 

" The followiDg corrections aad additions may be added to Note 
lo, p. 8. For " Lime," read Linne, aad for " Thomas Cooke 
AJderson," rtad Thonnas Alderson Cooke. This gentleman died at 
Peterborough on the 12 December 1854, when New Hall descended to 
his son Otho Cooke, now of Withycombe house, Exniouth, Devon, esq. 
The mansion and buildings of New Hall were pulled down in 1873, and 
the lands laid out for building purposes, reserving rents to Mr. Cooke. 
There is an interesting account of the hall in the Manchester Guardian 
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to renounce the mark of social superiority implied in 
the pompous pageantry of an Heraldic funeral, but 
■wished to secure it, however, without the troublesome 
interposition of Heralds. Few sights could be more 
dreary or repulsive than these coveted smoky torch- 
light funerals, designed to render the dead "splendid in 
ashes, and pompous in the grave." The mode of sepul- 
ture at this time was what it had long been in the north 
of England. The dead body was wrapped in a winding- 
sheet or shroud of some coarse material and carried on a 
bier to its mother earth, somewhat precipitately, and not 
unattended with danger, considering the uncertainty of 

of a6 June 1872, where it is recorded that the arms of Holland, carved 
in stone, had been placed above the entrance to the spacious court yard, 
with the date 1640, and the initial of the builders j 1 m. ! ti"t 'hat at 
the end of the last century, when a larger mansion was added to the old 
one, the stone containing the arms was removed and placed above the 
mantel-piece of one of tlie old rooms, where it remained until the whole 
fabric was swept away. The shield was charged with, azure, sem^e de 
lis, a lion rampant guardant, argent, oppressed with a bend, gules im- 
paling or, a fess indented vert, a bend gules. Crest, on a wreath, a fox- 
hound, argent The house was probably rebuilt by James Holland, 
gent., whose marriage settlement is dated 7 July 1635, whereby he con- 
veyed Newhall and other lands in Pendleton, in the parish of Eccles, 
late the inheritance of Otho Holland his father, deceased, to sir Alex- 
ander RadclyfFe "Of Ordsall, of the Hon. Order of the Bath, knight, 
Thomas Prestwich of Holme, esq., Humphrey Chetham of Clayton, esq., 
and James Chetham of Crumpsall, genL, as trustees, to secure a joynture 
for his intended wife Mary, daughter of John Blomfield, late of Reden- 
hall, in the county of Norfolk, esq., deceased. Her jointure was aooi 
Executed by Alexander Radclyffe and James Chetham. {Lane AfSS., 
exarihiv.Jac. Chelham.) 

'* See p. 8, anU, and Funeral Certif., p. 73. 
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the signs of death, a few hours after dissolution.^* It was 
only in rare cases that the corpse was reverently placed 
in "a coffin," after the fashion of the Jewish Patriarch's 
body in Egypt, and in still rarer cases where lead was 
used, the heatlien and revolting practice of cremation 
having never been adopted in this christian country. 
The "funeral" rites took place several weeks after the 
burial of the defunct. There was a grand procession to 
the church, and a variety of pomp and ceremony, con- 
ducted much to their own satisfaction, by the officers of 
the College of Arms. In the time of Smedley, who was 
often employed on these occasions, there was prepared 
a hideous funeral hearse or open car, with a canopy, not 
unlike a four-post bed. hung with black drapery, with 
nodding plumes and rich with "the hieroglyphics of nobi- 
lity," as they were called by Henry Constable, a poet of 
that age. On this bed, or rather "underneath this sable 
hearse," was laid the figure of the deceased, dressed in 
the clothes ordinarily worn by him, and sometimes there 
was a cast of the face which had been taken in wax after 
death — representing, by anticipation, one of the famous 
effigies now to be seen at No. 58, Baker street! This 
hearse and the recumbent figure were preserved in the 
cliurch for at least a year, and sometimes for a longer 
period." In the precincts of the hearse, generally in the 
private chapel of the deceased, were suspended the grand 
armorial banner, helmet, spurs and other military weapons 

" See CivU and Ecdts. State ef Lane., 1590, p. 5. 
'* See p. 20. 
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with whicli the knight or warrior had gained his c 
victories over his own brethren or countrymen, or it might 
be, over his immediate neighbours. 

In descriptions of the grand and stately obsequies of 
Edward, the third earl of Derby, in 1 572," Henry Stanley 
of Bickerstaffe, esq., in 1 598," and of sir Ralph Assheton 
of Middleton, knight, in 1617-18," we have minute par- 
ticulars of the proceedings. Sir Ralph Assheton was 
buried on the day after his death, and three weeks elapsed 
before the ordinary solemnity of a torch-light funeral 
was held. Preparations had been made on an extensive 
scale, and the precedence of the various social degrees had 
been scrupulously arranged by the heralds." There was 
a procession of great extent, varied by bright heraldic 
colours, but the prevailing costume was "blacks," There 
were black cloaks for men, mourning gowns for women, 
mourning cloth for parsons and vicars, mourning weeds 
for relatives, and black gowns for household servants, 
"My Ladie y' Widdow," "the new Lorde," the sons and 
daughters, Mr. Greenhalgh and his wife, and others, all 
walked in ceremonious procession, according to seniority 
of birth, rank, and relationship. The tenants and their 
wives walked "bearing wands." The master and husher 
of the Grammar school, and the school boys who had 
composed and recited their elegiac verses, and lachry- 



" Collins' Peerage, Brydges, vol. iii, pp. 73-79. 

'8 Lane. Fun. Certi/., p. 29. 

" Lane. AfSS., and Asshetoii'syi'j//-«(i/, pp. 70, 71, l2~Tj. 

» Page iS. 
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mose lamentations, were also placed in the procession — 
probably as an acknowledgement of their learning and 
good behaviour, if not of their pedantry and conceit. Two 
heralds from the College of Arms, London, caparisoned in 
their siircoats or tabards, and rivalling the lord mayor in 
dignity and blazonry, and Randal Holme and some of 
his marvellous "helpers" from Chester, "duly caparisoned," 
were also present. Banners, plumes and penons floated 
in the breeze, and the famous Black Mullet was every- 
where visible. The long procession, accompanied by 
men and boys bearing flambeau.'f, preceded and followed 
the hearse which was drawn by four horses, amidst dis- 
cordant sounds from brass instruments, blaring trumpets, 
muffled bells, and doubtless from "the vile squeaking of 
the wry-neck'd fife." It "slowly ascended the hill and, 
surrounded by troops of eager spectators, entered, on a 
dreary night in January, the church of St. Leonard of 
Middleton. Here a long and eloquent funeral oration 
was delivered by Mr. Edward Assheton, the rector," from 
Psalm xc. 12, to an overwhelming audience, by candle- 
light. Many deep shadows and strange floods of light 
would on that memorable evening be observed in cardinal 
Langley's gloomy old pile, and produce an effect at once 
solemn and suggestive, although, as Randal Holme la- 
mented, " this paltry burning in the night spoiled all"** 
the glory of the proceedings. Then followed the grand 
banquet and the general feastings and potations, which 

^' Sec State Civil and Eccla., pp. 42-5, Note. 
" Page ?8. 
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certainly continued for some days and nights," our an- 
cestors considering that these costly spectacles and severe 
feastings were not only instructive and salutary, but also 
tended to increase their happiness and promote their 
longevity. 

Then came the funeral certificate, containing a gene- 
alogical account of the family, and the fees for the College 
of Arms, all of which, in this instance at least, were duly 
recognised, recorded and paid." 

^ Sec State Civil and EccUs., p. 6. 

'* Canon Raine of York has obligingly furnished me with the various 
items of expenditure connected with a high class funeral of this period. 
ITic inventory was produced in a case of appeal (removed from Chester) 
in the Exchequer court of York, on the 5 April 1608. The plaintiff was 
■ir Thomas Bold of Bold, in the county of Lancaster, knt, and the de- 
fendant Alice, lady Fitton, widow, and an executrix of her husband, sir 
Edward I-'itton of Gawsworth, in the county of Chester, knL, president 
of Munster, who died in London in 1606, and whose corpse was brought 
for inlerment to Gawsworth. (See p. 34, Note.) 

There had been some family feud, as sir Edward Fitton had been an 
executor of Richard Hold of Bold, esq., who, passing over the heir pre- 
sumptive, devised the esLiles to his natural son sir Thomas, the plaintiff, 
whilst the defendant, who produced her accounts in court, was Alice, 
Ifidy Fitton, sole daughter and heiress of John Holcroft of Holcroft, esq., 
by his wife Dorothy, daughter of sir Richard Bold of Bold, and conse- 
quently first cousin (sinister) of sir Thomas, who was himself twice mar- 
ried, but died issueless in 1614, when the legitimate line was restored. 
Lady Fitton died in 1626. 

" Payments (inter alia) 

To the parson of St. Dunstons church in fleete streete & the clarkes 
for opcningc the earth & other rightes & duties as if he had beene buried 
there, iiij^ 

For stuffe to dresse the corpes withaJl and for his paines that dreste it 
& also for a cheste, 3/. 9^. 
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It must be admitted that Mr. Smedley's remuneration 
for recording the facts and receiving the fees for the 
Heralds was not extravagant. An allowance often per 
centum for horse-hire, travelling expenses, loss of time, 
personal services, and occasionally an absence of two or 
three days from home, especially as the Heralds' charges 
were far from being inconsiderable, indicates that the 
financial equilibrium was not well adjusted. 

It has been said that a gentleman never forgets himself, 
controls his temper, and does nothing in excess. I fear 
Mr. Leonard Smedley was not a gentleman, and Randal 



For the hyer of a waggon to canie downe the dead corpes, 8/. 

For charges of the men that did attend the corpes, dl. ijs. 6//. 

My owne charges downe, my children and servantes, for the charge 
of the blackes and all my stuffe, 5 a/. 

For Double surge for my sonnes children and my sonne Nudegates, 
5/, igj. 3d 

For sarsenit for his anciente & flaggs and the coate armour, 3/. 10^. 

For silke fringe for the furnishing of the same, aoj. 

For a yard of velvett for the coveringe of the sword and head-peece, 

For certeine armes aboute the hearse and in the church, 40J. 

For gould and silver for the head peece, ancient, coate armor & other 
flaggs & for the workemanshipp thereof, 30/. 

To a herauld for settinge forth the funerall fittinge for such a man, lo/. 

For the funerall dinner, as spices, wynes anfi fishes, & given to the 
poore, 3/. 

For approvinge my husbande's will at London, 34J. 417'. 

To Thomas Ball of London apothecarie for stuffe which the doctor of 
phisicke did use & send for the deceadent duringe the tyme of his sick- 
nes, 5/. 10s. 6ti. 

To Sir Matthewc Careie knighte for rent of the house wherein the 
saide deceadent did dwell, 20/." 
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Holme admits that he was negligent and careless in dis- 
charging the duties of his office, and also a man of small 
means. This was probably felt in the Court of Chivalry, 
and we find him rather sharply superseded in his deputa- 
tion by his employers, who seem to have discovered that 
his appointment had been somewhat unfortunate, his gene- 
ral proceedings being not only distasteful to them, but also 
to the gentlemen of Lancashire. He was obviously a man 
of a rough and hasty temper, and like a scurrilous name- 
sake of his,^' wholly devoid of that true refinement which, 
without limiting its own feelings and opinions, is always 
considerate of those of others. He seems to have done 
nothing gracefully. He took a becoming, probably not 
altogether unselfish, interest in the welfare of the Heralds' 
College ; but although not a perfectionist, surely he ought 
to have avoided indecent personal bickerings, unseemly 
remonstrances, and harsh charges of double dealing. 
Nor was he, perhaps, after all, more or less than a type 
of his class, for it is even said of his distinguished con- 
temporary, sir William Dethick, the garter, that "he was 
very unsociable, insolent and tempestuous," and some- 



"' The Rev. Jonathan Smedley, M.A., dean of Killala, who wrote 
whole volumes of Billingsgate agiunst Swift and Pope, and who, drowned 
in mud, is immortalised in the Dunciad: 

Next Smedley div'd ; slow circles dimpled o'er 
The quaking mud, that clos'd and ope'd no more. 
AH look, all sigh, and call on Smedley lost ; 
Smedley in vain resounds thro' all the coast 

Book It. I. zgo. 
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times even knocked his fellow heralds down, if they hap- 
pened to offend him!** Smedley's account of his inter- 
view with Deodatus Paulet" is painfully exegctical, and 
proves that strong language and irritability of temper 
were not restricted either to the earl marshall, sir William 
Dethick. or the Manchester herald, but that VVigan also 
furnished a fitting representative, and that in the ancient 
and loyal borough "Greek met Greek" with a fearful 
tug. 

These men doubtless rendered themselves highly ob- 
noxious to the leading families of the county, aristocratic, 
gentle and mercantile, and brought the noble institution 
of chivalry and the honourable usage of armorial distinc- 
tions into disrepute. And it may be admitted that some 
gentlemen, conspicuous by birth and position, occasionally 
impaired their dignity and exhibited little of the refine- 
ment and courtesy traditionally supposed to be their legi- 
timate inheritance. 

Nearly the whole of the proceedings, as described in 
these letters, amounted to a scandalum tnagnatum, and 
probably the unseemly antagonism ultimately led to the 
discontinuance of the demands and exactions, and before 
the end of the century, although another heraldic visita- 
tion was first held, the influence of the earl marshall had 
disappeared in Lancashire, and the only remnant now 
left of an old heraldic funeral is the solitary and in- 
congruous hatchment. 

» Nobles Hist. Coll. of Arms, p. joi. 

" Page JO. 
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S medley's successor in the office of deputy herald was 
Roger Dodsworth, at that time a young man and living 
in Lancashire, but cultivating the learned tastes and ac- 
cumulating the vast stores of information which after- 
wards rendered him eminent as an historian, although he 
must never be recognized, like his predecessor, as an 
ordinary arms-painter, nor like his contemporary Robert 
Frere of Chester, **a cobblers sonne" and **a contryvor of 
pedegrees."^** Dodsworth had lost his personal regard 
for Smedley and did not value his official services, which 
obviously accounts for the discarded deputy's acrimonious 
censure of Dodsworth's selfishness and cupidity, and is 
at once both amusing and characteristic. 

F. R. R. 



-'^ Page 30. Thurstan Knowles of Manchester, "Amis-tricker and 
herald," is named in the years 1624, 25, 26, and was buried 18 October 
1 63 1, being described as "of the family of Mr. Roger Dodsworth," but 
in ilie register book of burials erroneously called Thomas. (See Life 
of Dugdale, p. 9. Chetham series. ) Knowles had probably been Dods- 
worth's clerk or amanuensis. He married, at the Collegiate church 
9 February 1611-12, Isabel, daughter of Mr. Lawrence Byrom of Sal- 
ford, and became connected with some of the best of the middle-class 
families of Lancashire. (See Fed. of Byrom of Manchester, Chetham 
series, and Dugdale's Visitation^ 1664 5, vol. 84. 



LETTERS ON THE CLAIMS OF THE COLLEGE 

OF ARMS IN LANCASHIRE IN THE 

TIME OF JAMES I. 

Mr. Leonard Smedley to Sir Richard S' George. 

Reight wor Sir, 

my humble seruice remembf to yo* selfe, as alsoe 
to the whole Office in generall, &c. Desiring to be excused for 
not writing till now for which I could aledg many reasons, but I 
hope itt is needles theirfore in as few silables as I can, I will lay 
downe to yo^ vew, my whole proseedings, the first I demanded 
fees of, cmediateiy after my coming downe was Mr. Edward 
Holland of Heaton, for his elder Brother Mr. Richard Holland' 

' Richard, sod and hrir of Edward (Richard, Dugdalt) Holland of Denton, esq. 
(deiceaded, according to Dugdale, from sir William Holland, knt., fifth brother of 
Thomas, finl earl of Kent, id the reign of Edwud III.), by his hrsi wife Jane, daughter 
of John Cairington of Cairington, in the counly of Chester, esq., was bom A.D. 1 549, 
being aged 14 in I573. His wife was Margaret, third daughter and coheiress of sii 
Robert Langley of Agecrod, knt., by his wife Ceciley, daughter of Edmund Traiford 
of Traflbrd, and the widow of John Reddish of Reddish, esq.; she wss bom in 1538 
being of the age of 24 in 1562. Her mother Ceciley became the second wife of her 
husband's father, Edward Holland of Denton, esq. , whoob. 1573. (Zjhw. A/SS., voL 
Ped.; Flower's i'itikllKn, p, 18.) Richard Holland, esq,, appears to have settled at 
HeatoQ house, in the parish of Prestwicb, where his ancestors had mbciited lands from 
the familjr of Prestwicb; and in the ycRi- 1580 he was in the comtnission of the peace, 
and *erved the office of high sheriff of the county Palatine in the years of 1573, 
1581 and 1596. Before 1573 he was a deputy-lieutenant of Edward, earl of Derby, 
and took an active pan in all the public business of the county, civil and ecclesiasUcal, 
during the reign of quecu Elimbeth. 

He died on the md March 1618-19, without male issue, and was buiied at Prest' 
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esquire, who died the second of March, i6iS without issue male, 
whose whole demeans he doth posses, but his answer was he 
would pay none, for the which he gaue me tow reasons, first that 
he was not his heir, for the lands he did posses his Brother made 
vnto him by asignement in his lyfe time. Secundly his Daugh- 
ter Marie whoe maricd to Mr. Eclestone of the fyle, who was at 
hir fathers death and is, yet widow, being sole executrix to hir 
father, was in ioyned by will, to pay all funurall charges, of which 
he did understand this to be a part she being then absent, in 
Yorkshire at Ripan with hir sister, whose rcturne was euerie day 
expected but was soe slow that I was constrained to stay, vntill 
the 7* of this month for hir answer, which was this, that within 
8. or lo. dayes after Mr. Damport of Manchester the lawyef^ his 

wich, as the foUcuving entry in the Register Book of Burtali shows: " i6i8 March 3'. 
jepiUt. Richardus Holluid de Henlon Aimiger; filnern soleroniiala March 16." His 
wife was buried with her ancestors in the same church, according lo the following 
record; "1G16 Sept. 15 scpulL Mat^rela Holland uxor RicM Holland de Hcolon 
nnnig'; fitnera solemnliaia OcL 8." (Booker'K Hht. of Prnhmch.) Althougb 
only two daughters are named in the text, Mr. Richard Holland left issue by his wife 
five daughters and coheiresses, viz.: (1) Mary, married .... Eccleston of Eccleston, 
in the Pylde, esq,, and was living a widow in 1630; (I) Elizabeth, married Richard 
Aldbrough of Aldbrough, near Ripon, esq. ; (3) Margaret, married William BrerelMi 
of Hoodford, in the county of Chester, esq., father of sir William, the iirst baronet; (4) 
Jane, married Robert Dukenlield of Dukenfield, esq., and had issue twelve children; 
his second wife was Mai^ry, daughter of Edward Holland of Denton, esq., by whom 
he had three sons; (5) Frances, married John Preston of the manor and abbey of 
Fumess, esq., M.F., father of sir John the (ir>t baronet. (Dugdaie's Visit. Laiu.^ 
p. 146.) 

Richard Holland, esq., was succeeded by his brother and next heir Edwatd Holland, 
esq., who died 12 Car. i,, 1637, and whose descendant and ultimate representative, 
Eliiabeth Holland, married sir John Egerton of Wrinehill, barL, ancestor of Thomas, 
now second earl of Wilton of Healon house. {See Derby Houiik. Bookt, Neta, pp. 
95i 9^1 Chelham series.) 

Arms borne by Holland at the visitation of Lancashire in 1567; Azure a lion 
rampant, guardant, between six fleurs-de-lis, argent, over all a bend, gules. 

• Sir Humphrey Davenport was the fourth son of William Davenport of Bramhall, 
in the county of Chester, esq. (descended from the Davenports of Davenport, temp. 
conquest), and of his wife Margaret, daughter of Richard Asshelon of Middlelon, esq., 
and wu bom about the year 1570. He wai a bencher of Gniy'E inn in 1600, o 
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retume from London she would pay me the whole fees or giue 
me absolute answer to the contrary, but before she had his ad- 
uice. and councell, she would pay none, his coming down will not 
be till after Midsumer. 2^. Mr. Leuescy of Leuesc gent.' dyed in 

of the nilluf bis coiuia sir John Sauthwoilb, koL, in 1595 {Lain, and Chish. Wills, 
voL ii, p. 139,; Dtrliy Hmiseh. Books, NsUs, p. Ijg), and of his cousin Thomas Leigh, 
of AdlingloB, esq., 20 November 1600 (/*., Nota, p. 101,) and was employed pro- 
fessionally, by his reialive Alexander RadcliSe, esq., of Ordsoll, in 1599 {LatK. and 
CiaA. Wills, p. 316). He was frequently consulted by the leading families iti South 
Lancashire, whose confidence he largely enjoyed, tn tigal matters. He wai 
called to Ihe degree of seijeanl at law in 1639, appointed judge of the common pleu 
and received th« honour of knighthood at the same time. On the 16th June 1631, he 
wai made chief baron of the Mcbequer. In 1638-9 be rciided at Sutton, near 
Mocclcsfield, and in ihai year Dorothy lady l-^h, daughter of sir Richard Egerton of 
Ridley, knL, and relict of sir Peter Lcgh, knt., of Lyme, bequeathed by will "to 
judge Davenport and his wife, each a ring," and ^5 to her godson Humphrey Daven- 
port for a ring. {Lam; ami Chak. Wills, voL iii, pp. 201, 3u5.) He was a loyal 
and dcToted subject of Charles L, and, being in favour of the king's pren^tire, as it 
hod existed al least from the lime of Edward IV., supported the levying of the ship 
money, and probably on that account was impeached, and deprived in 1641 of his high 
uflice. Fuller (xllii him "a studied lawyer, and an upright person." la a cancelled 
will of Humphrey Chelbam of Turton, esq. (the founder), dated -September 26, 
1642, a legacy of /fio is bequeathed to his " worthy friend, sir Humphrey Davenport, 
knL , lord chief baroo of the Court of exchequer, at Westminster, " and also several 
I^BcieS to other distinguished supporters of the English motiarchy, being personal 
friends of the testator, and united to him by loyal, constitutional, ecclesiastical, 
and other links. He died in 164-. His daughter Penelope was the wife of sir 
Cecil TraiTord ofTrafTord, knL ILatK. J\/SS. voL xz.), who had also a legacy of .f lo 
from his friend Humphrey Chetham. {/i.; Lasisdawn AfSS., vol. ii, pp. 514,530,616; 
Barlow's Cktsk., vol. ii, p. 115; Beamont's Warrington and Biausy, p. 49.) 

The Davenports bore for arms — argent a chevron between three crosses crosslet 
Gtchi^ sable, a canton, gules. 

' James I.ivesay of Livesay, esq., eldest son of John Liresay (who ob. 1571), and 
of his wife Mary, daughter of Henry Talbot of Bosholl, esq., was the heir and successor 
of his grandlather, Richard Livcsay, gent., who died 13 Elizabeth, being Ihe head of 
a (amWy which was seated at a date beyond record ,ia a hamlet and manor bearing 
Iheir local name, in the parish of Blackburn. In 1567 he was an original governor o[ 
the Grammar school Mr. James Livesay married Alice, daughter of James Bradshaw 
of Darcy Lever, and did April 1619, s.p.; his widow being living 19 Jac, and 
his nephew Ralph, son of his brother John, being his "adopted heir." Mr. James 
Livesay was elected a governor of Blackburn Grammar school in 1599 in the place of 
Williun Crosse, and then "gave xx* to the school food." (Laite. MSS., vol. iii, p. 317.] 
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Aprill 1619, sance issue, and was Buried with escutchioos wboe 
made his n-yfe Alis sole executrix both of gooc]s and lands for 
hir lyfe, of whom I did demand the fees, the Brst day of may 
this month hauing made diuers Jurnes tbetber and could not 
speake with fair before, whose answer was that at hir Fetume 
from London whether she was then going, she would cither pay 
me, or giue me answer to the contrarie, which should be be- 
fore midsumer next, i^. Mr. Anderton of Lostock esquire,* died 
in Nouember 1619 whose only sonne and heir is in his none age, 
and ward to Mr. Preston of the Maner, his executors are Mr. 
Poole of Worrail, and Mr. Bradshaw of the Hay nere Wigan, <A 
whome I did demand the fees who desired me, to ^ue him the 

Tbe bmilf recorded i pedigree of four deicenls in 1613, and St. George, "Sortoj, 
coniideced tbe ■nni and ciest assumed requiring proof; the arms itbt: allowed, SBcl 
three dcKent* were remrded b]r Dagdale in 1664-5, bu' the crest wis illcred. . 

Armi, irgent ■ lion rampant, gules, between three trefcrils Gli[^>ed, rect. ] 

* Chrisopber, tecond son of Christopher Anderton of Losiock (vbose will wa* I 
proved at Yotk. 19 October 1593), succeeded his elder brother James, who was fail 
(ttber'i euCQtof, ud XL 36 ad mortpair., but i-p. {%tt Dtriy Hsusrk. BMb, Xtei, 
p. 119, and Dogdale'* tliil., voL j. p. 7.) His mother was Dotothf, one of the six 
daagbten of Peter Aadenon of Andcrlon, esq., by his firal wife . . . . , dangfater of 
John Grcncbaigh of Jtrandlesome, esq. He married Ann, daogbter of Edward Scxris- 
brict of Scarisbrick, esq., and dying in November 1619 (not "circa 1623" Dt^JaUy, 
wax buried al BoltoD'Ie-Moor^ (Lane. AfSS., vol. iii, p. 240.) His son aod facii 
was ChriXopher Anderton, in ward to his uncle R(^r Bradsha^h of llai^i, esq., 
and Id John Poole of Poole in Wirrall, esq. He married tirst, about 1630, Agnes, 
daughter of John Preston, M.P. for Lancaster, of the manor and abbey of Fumess 
{hii wife woi Etizabelb, daughler and coheiress of Richard Holland of Denton, esq.), 
by whom he hail issue one daughter, Alargaret, who died unmarried. He married 
secondly, Alotbea, daughter of sir Francis Smith of Wolstanwamer, in the cotmljr 
of Warwick, knL In 1643 he lived in Salfonl, and had a legacj' al £$ bequeathed by 
■ (cancelled) will of his friend Humphrey Chclham (Ihe rounder}. (Laitt. MSS.t Dy- 
ing in 1650, he was succeeded by bis son Francis Anderton of Lostoclc, esq., who was 
born in l6zS, and who married Elizabeth, eldest daughter and coheiress of ur Charles 
Somenet, K.B. of Troy, county Monmoulb, sixth son of Edward, fourth eail of 
Worcciler, lord privy seal, of the ancient and noble blood of the Beauforts. (For a 
notice of Christopher Anderton, esq., xe Derby Ilmseh. Books, Notes, pp. 173, 197.) 

The family did not appear at the Lancashire visllalions of 1567 or 1613, but in 
1664-5 recorded a pedigree of live descents and had amis allowed, sable three shack~ ' 
bolts, argenl, a muUet or, for difference of Anderton of Anderton. 
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meeting att Wardley, be for Mr. Downes the lawyer,* wher he 
gaue me this answer that emediately after this tearme, if I did 
repaire vnto him again I should receaue the fees, if itt did belong; 
to the executors, to pay itt which they would in the meantime 
be resolvd of 4. Mr. Lanktree of Lanktree esquire,^ Dyed in 

' Roger Downes of Wardley, a barrisler of Cta/s Inn, Ticc-chamberlain of Chester, 
and whose will is dutcd i8 April 1637. He was succeeded by his son Francis Downes, 
who was baptised at Eccles, 19 July t6o6, also a barrister-at-Iaw, and who married 
Frances, daughter of John Preston of the manor and abbey of Fumess, and sister of the 
fiia wife of Christopbec Anderlon of Lostocic above namE<!, She died s.p. 1648. 
Margery, the eldest sister of these ladies, was the wife of sir Francis Howard of Corbjr 
castle, second son of William lord Howard of Naworth. The will of Francis Downes, 
esq., is dated 20 February 1641-3, and contains an account of his creed, property, 
library, and family settlements. Proved at London, 14 August 1650. {Lane. MSS., 
vol. Hi, p. 836; vol. XXV, pp. 145-7; Deriy Htnuek. Beeks, Notts, p. 197,) His estate 
passed to his brother John's son, Roger, who was baptized In 164S, the year in which 
hit father died, and by whose tvill dated zi June 1676 hi.'i sister Penelope became his 
hdr. 5be married Richard Savage, earl of Rivers, who died 171Z, s.p. 

Arras at the visitation 1567, allowed by Norroy Dalton, argent, a piilin segreant, 
gules ; and yet Downes of Wardley had the following arms allowed at Manchester in 
1664-!, by Dugdnle, who recardtd a pedigree of four deKenU— Sable, a slag lodged, 

* Edward, son of Gilbert Langtiee of Langtree, esq., and of his wife Ellen, daugh- 
ter of sir James Staidey of Cross boll, knt. \.Vitit. LoHC, 1567.) 

He was descended from a well-connected family settled soon after the Norman con- 
quest in the parish of Standish. In tbe reign of Edward II, James de Slandlsh held 
Standish, and Henry de Langtree held Langtree, under William de Fcrrais. Standish 
tmd Langtree form one township, and the two manors seem to have been divided in 
equal shares between the allied families. 

Edward Langtree was in the commission of the peace for Lancashire in 1597, and 
sometimes a commissioner of the duchy court. (,Laiu. and Chtth. Wills, part ii, p. 
1S9); he was living in 1617. He married lubel, daughter of Christopher Anderton 
of Lostock, afterwards the wife of Gcrvas Rockley of RocVley, esq. {Lane. MSS., 
vol. xii.) His son, Thomas Langtree, was living in 1628, and on the 3 April in 
that year conveyed his estate to sir Ferdinand Fairfu of Denton, in ;he county of 
Vork. knt., Robert Rockley of Rockley, in thecounty of York, esq., William Ifarington 
of Worden, esq., Heniy Fairfax of Asblon-imder-LTne, clerk, Thomas Worthington 
of Worthington, gent., and Peter Anderton of Anderton, geal., as trustees of the half 
manors of Langtree, Standish, Coppul, and Worthington, to the use of himself for 
life, and then to his bcirs male, and failing male issue to bis right heirs for ever. 
His estates were sequestered m June 1653, by the commonwealth, and the family 
•ppaiently mined. UUt^thttUr Guardiait, December 3, 1S53,) 
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June, 1619 who made his wyfe executrix but she denying to 
vnder take itt, made his some and heir whom he had by a for- 
mer wyfe and Mr. Gerrat of Ince,' executors by letters of asigne- 
ment. the heir being in his none age, I went to Ince to demand 
the fees of Mr. Gerratt, who had takne administration of all the 
goodes, and vndertakne to pay the debtcs which he means to 
dow att his leasure for he kecpes his gates contenually Jockt and 
noe man must speak with him before he know his busines, I 
attended their aboue two hourcs for his answer, but could haue 
non other but this, that he was sent for to the Brin by S'' Thomas 
Gerralt.s whether I instantly rode and found the contrarie, I haue 
bene their since but can not speake with him, nor see him, theirfore 
I desier to be aduised from you, what to dow in this case to be 
avenged, that the Office may not be defrauded, nor I make soe 
many Tcdeous Jurnes in vaine. Mr. Francis Nuttall of Blakeley 
in the parish of midleton Gent.^ died in October, 1619 and was 



The arms of Langlree, recorded at Flower's visitation of Lancashire in 1567, were 
sable, a chevron w^ent, a canton ermine. 

' MQes Gerard of Ince, who married Grace, daughter of Gabriel Heskcth of Augh- 
Ion, and had Issue a son and heir, Thomas, who in 1613 married Ellen, daughter of 
Edward Langtree of Laogtrce, and recorded a pedigree of four descents at SL George's 

■ Sir Thomas Gerard, the second isaronet, of Bryn, died about 1630, having married 
Frances, daughter of sir Richard Molineux of Seflon, bart. (DugdaJe's Visitalin; 
p. ii6.l 

' Francis Nuttall of DIackley hali, near Middletoo, but in the parish of Manchester, 
was in the profession of the law, and was the successor of William Asheton, esq., of 
Cl^rg hall, and of Robert Radditfe, esq., in the high local oSice of steward of the 
court lecl and court baron of sir John Byron, the manorial lord of Rochdale. Mr. 
Nullall was steward of Ihe court from ag November 1606, to the 11 August i6og, 
(Lane. MSS., vol. viL) On the 8 March IS96-7, his daughter Dorothy was bap- 
tized at Middleton. (RtgisUr Book. ) The wife of Mr. Francis Nuttall was buried at 
Rochdale, 10 August 1597. In 1604-5 ^^ ^^ ^n overseer of the will of the rev. 
Oliver Carter, B.D., the minister of Blacltley, and fellow of the Collegiate church of 
Manchester. (Derby Homtk. Book, Not/s, p. 131.) His Post Mert. Ing. was taken 
18 Jac; his lands and messuages at Biackley and Gorton descended to his son and - 
heir, John Nullall. (LaHc. A/SS., vol. xiv, p. 15.) "Mr. Francis Nuttall of Black e- 
ley," did not die in October, as in the text, being buried at Middleton. 24 September 
1619. 1,/i.; Mamluilcr Court Lot RaartU, p. i6g, appendix.) And on the 30 
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buried with the patirnall coate and quartrings of Nuttall de Nut- 
tall, with out difference, whose sonne and heir John Nuttall with 
his second brother James did denye to pay the fees, and further 
did affirme, that the lords couM make noc such lawes, which 
could in loyne his lands to any such payments, for itt was con- 
trayrie to the lawes of the Relme, his land being intayled, with 
many other paremptorie. and unreuerent speches. Mr. Othea 

December 1630, "Mr. James Nutloll de Blocltelcy," probably tlie second son here 
nuned, was also buried ihcre. (/*.) John, son and heir of Francis Nulla!! of Black- 
le]', gent,, muried Grace, one of the three daughters and cohcireues of Thomas 
Cromptoo of Crompton, genL, and of his wife Jane (manietl at Rochdale, 6 Janaarjr 
1597-8), daughter of Edward Newbold of Ncwbold, gent. The other coheirisses 
were the wives, Deborah, of Samuel Hamer of Ilaoier, geol., and Grace, of Robert 
H>de of Denton, esq. {Lattc. MSS., vol. viii. p. 357.) 

Il is not improbable that Mr. Krmicis Nuttall was a coUateral descendant of the old 
fcuilal house of NultalE of Nutlall, In the parish of Bury, doI withstanding ihe scepticism 
of Mr. Leonard Smedtey. In the wiU of Charles Nuttall oT Nuttall, genL, dated 1557, 
he names his brother EJlward of Wardleworth, in Rochdale, and his (testator's) son and 
heir Richard, who married Eliiabclh, daughter of . . . Holt of Bridge Hall, in Bury, 
and whose son and heir Charles Nullall died in 1579, also his (testator's) sons Charles, 
Ralph, George, his daughters Agnes, wife of Richard Rawsthome of Lum, Maud, and 
Alice. From the grandson Charles, bj his wife Alice, daughter of James Ramsbo- 
tham, descended Richard and Charles, living in 1579, who held lands in Rochdale, 
probably owing to their connection with the Holts of Stubley. Charles Nuttall of 
Wardleworth, genL, held lands at Longacre, in Spotland. by copy of court dated 9 
May 44 Elizabeth, "granted" originally "to Charles Nuttall of Nuttall, gent., grand- 
(atheror the said Charles" {It., vol. x>i. p. 3ll)i 23 April, 3 Jac, Richard Nuttall, 
ion of Charles Nuttall of Nuttall, genL, deceased, was admitted to lands in Spotland 
and Hundersfield; and 7 Jac. Richard Nuttall of Ifultall, gent., held the same lands 
{Ih., vol. vii. p. 33)) XX October, 31 Jac, Richard Nuttall of Nuttall, gent., surren- 
dered lands in Spotland to Charles Nullall of Wardleworth, his uncle, for a term of 
eighty years (lb. p. 63 ), afterwards sorrendered to Richard Enlwisle, gent, of Poiholes, 
4 October, 5 Car. \Ib. p. 66.) On Lhe 13 March, ao Jac., Francis Nuttall of Black- 
ley, gent, surrendered lands in .Spotland \o Charles Nuttall of Wardleworth, senr. 
(/*. p. 54; Narl. MS., 2\\i, p. 129; Onnerod's Parintalia ; Piccope's MS. vol., 
Cbctham library.) 

Probably the descent of lands, ancient documents, armorial bearings, and sepulchral 
'inscriptions, may yet supply the precise link required to connect these several member* 
with the parent house, which bore arms, argent a shackle bolt, sable, but did not 
appear at any of the Lancashire visitations. Nuttall of Totlinglon, which did appear 
hi 1664-5, ieems to have been an olT-shoot. 
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Holland of Newhall,^^^ sonne of Geoi^ Holland of Manchester, 

>* It is not improbable that the traditional claim of descent fintnn this rery great 
£unily was well founded, although questioned by the herald*s deputy in ManchoteTf 
whose knowledge would at least be superficiaL 

The Hollands of Clifton were admitted, by authority, to descend finom a younger 
son of the Hollands of Denton, who were settled there in the reign of Edw. L or II.; 
and Otho, son of William de Holland and his wife Margery, daughter of Henry de Tnf- 
ford, was li\'ing 23 Edw. HL (//ir/. MS. 21 12, fo. 163; Visit, Lane. 1 567.) The 
Hollands continued at CliAon, in the rank of lesser gentry, down to the restoration of 
Charles H., but the link connecting them with the house of Denton, or the Newhall 
Hollands with the house of Clifton, has not been discovered. Otho, or Otes, was a 
Christian name peculiar at least both to Xewhall and Clifton, which are hooses in the 
parish of Ecdes. The arms borne by Holland of Clifton were the same as those borne 
by Holland of Denton and Heaton, with a crescent for a second son. Azure a lion 
rampant guardant between six fleurs-de-lis ai^nt, orer all a bend, gules. In 1 567 
both families appeared at the Lancashire ▼i:iitation and recorded their arms and descent, 
but at Dugdale's visitation the Heaton Hollands alone preferred their claims. 

The first of the Newhall line appears to be ** George Holland of Ecdes, yeoman," 
who was dead in August, 26 lien. VIH., leaving a son Otho Holland, whose son and 
heir George was buried 6 July 15S9, and the will of his wife Elizabeth is dated 3 May 
1598, she having died in that year. {Laru:. and Cfush. W'ills^ part ii, p. 146.) George 
Holland was a **dothier," and had been a successful tradesman in Salford. He left 
surviving issue: (i) Otho; (2) Robert in holy orders, M..A., baptized .... 1576-7, his 
will is dated 26 December 161S, proved 1619; ob. s.p.; (3) Ann the wife of Francis 
Pendleton, gent. ; and (4) Isabel the wife of James, son and heir of Henry Chetham of 
\ Crump)sall, gent., James being the eldest brother of Humphrey Chetham, esq., the 

f founder. In the marriage covenant of I.sabel Holland and James Chetham, dated 25 

J October 1587, "George Holland of Salford, gent.,'* as he is described, provides that 

his daughter's marriage portion shall be *';£^I33 dr. &/., and also meat, drinke and 
\ lodging for four years ; that he will apparel 1 her in comelie and decent manner, and 

1' S7^^ ^^i" ^ ^^ sufficientlie furnished at the diie of marr\-age, and will also of his owne 

jl coste and charge provyde a convenyent marryag dj-nner for the sayd James and 

* Isabel," Henry Chetham settling lands in tail male at Kersal and Crumpsall, and 

securing her thirds to Isabel {Lane. A/SS.), uho died in 1605-6, and was buried at 
the Collegiate church of Manchester, her son George being ultimately the heir male of 
his wealthy uncle, Humphrey Chetham, esq. 

The son and heir of George, viz. "Otho Holland of Xewhall within Pendleton, 

gent.," married Katherine, daughter of George Lime of Southwick, in the county of 

Northampton, esq. [of an armigerous family], on the 29 September 1597. The 

marriage covenant is dated 15 June 1597, and several farms lying in Nasshington, 

j " the inheritance of George Lime, esquier,'* are settled on the issue of the marriage, in 

tail male, as well as;f loo to be paid annually to Otho Holland, during three years, on 
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clothyer, dyed the 24* of Januarie 1619 and was buried in the 
Coleadgeall church of Manchester, with the Armes and quar- 
trings of Holland of Cliffton with out any difference, wrought 
vpon Bukonim, in mettalles, neather can they show any proufe 

Micliaelmu tky; Bod the uid Mr. Lime covenants to give Otho Holland "when 
he cofflts to live U. Nasshington lOO l»mb», 6 kye, and the furniture of a bed." 
Othes Holland died at Newball on the l6 January 1619-30, and was buried In the 
Coll^ale church of Manchesler (as mEiilionEd in the text), and although a will is 
here named, administration of his personal estnle was granted lohis widow, "Katherine 
Holland of Newball," ber bondsmaii James Chetbam of Crumpsall, gent., being baund 
lolhcbishopof Chester in the penal sum of j£l200, I February l6l9-ao. (/W.) Mrs. 
Katherine Holland was buried in the Collegiate church %i January 1622-3. (-^(T- Bk.) 
Of Iheir live chiktren, George and James only lurvivcd to maturity. Geot^ Ihe 

elder, bom at Nasshington in 1599, married Alice, daughter of who administered 

to her husband's effects 5 August 1635 ; and hbe afterwards became the wife of Heniy 
Smith, genL James, the younger son, was bapliied at Eccles 16 (nue 1606, and be- 
came "metcer" and "grocer" in London, On the 7 July 163s, his brother George 
conveyed to him, by deed, lands at Ncwhall on his marriage with Mary, daughter 
of. . . . filomtield, who survived him. On (he 31 January 1617-S, he gave a release 
to his uncle James Chetbam, gent., for a l^acy bequeathed lo his wife by her wealthy 
Manchester "cosen," Mrs. Margaret Nugent, the relative of the Mosleys, Tippings, 
Chelhams, and other considerable mercantile families in that lawn, and a donor of 
Communion pbte to the Collegiate chuich. 

James Holland, who was possessed of Newhall, lived partly in London, and seems to 
have been an opulent merchant His will is dated 20 April 1677, proved 14 August 
following, and he was buried in the Coll^ale church, Manchester, 24 May in that 
year. He hod one sister Mary, the wife of Arthur Trickley of Walieiield, who gave 
■ discharge, for a l^acy of j£roo, to Mr. James Chelbam, the cieculor of Mrs. Nugent, 
»5 May 165a. His only son and heir, Olho Holland of Newball, genu, married at 
Ecdes, iS August 1678, Alice, daughter of Ferdinando Stanley of Broughlon hall, 
esq. He died 5 November 1713, set. 74, will dated 4 May 1713, buried 17 November 
at the Collegiate church, and his widow on the 8 August 1733, leaving four daogbten 
their coheiresses. Of these, Mary became ibe wife of Robert Cooltc of Worsley, esq. , 
ancestor of Thomas Cuoke AJderson of Peterborough, in the county of Nortbamplon, 
esq., the present owner of NewhalL Alice, daughter of Robert Cooke and his wife 
Mary Holland, became the wife of John Milne (oh. 4 October 1757) of Manchester, 
gent, (son of the rev. Richard Milne of Milnrow), and the ancestor of a succession of 
distinguished solidtois in Manchester, as well as of Richard Milne, esq., bom 20 July 
1768, and who died at Bedford place, Russell square, London, in 1841, the generous 
founder of "Milne's Clergy Charity," great uncle of Richard Milne Redhead of Man- 
chester, esq., barrister -at -law. {Lane. AfSS., voL ixxi, pp. 136, 137, 491; Gastrell's 
., vol. ii, pt. ii, p. Iiivii.) 
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For their Decent, from Clifton, more ouer I am infonnd, that 
this Othes Holland was one of those that did denie his Centric^ 
at Manchester, in your visitation of Lankeshyre. he made his 
\v>-fe Catheran, and his second sonne James executors, whidi 
soDQC is but a child, his heir is not yett t6 yeare of age. I did 
demand the fees both of him and his mother, who made me 
answer that she n-ould aslce councell and within 12 dayes giuc 
me answer, but I stayed tw>-sse twelue dayes and receaued non^ 
att which time I repaired againe vnto hir for answer, which she 
sent me by hJr sonne and heir Georg Holland, which was this, that 
they had asked councell ofsomeoftheir Trends, who aduiscd them 
to pay noe thing, neather would thej-. tfaeirfore I earnestly de- 
sier that some speedie course, raay be takne, that these thre last 
may be presedents to all the rest, and that itt may bo effected 
before the time, that the other haith apoynted to giue answer, 
in which busines if the office may imploy me, with the executing 
of their warrants from the Lords or otherwyse, they shall oot 
find me slack in performing the same, all be itt, that it be 
with the hazard of my lyfe. these presedentes would be verie 
vsefull being soe neere Manchester where I Hue, not onely in 
respect of them, which I haue formerly nomunated. but it would 
be an emcnent prospect before the eyes of the heirs and execu- 
tors of these tow knightes, being near neabors. vnto them, now 
lately deceased, vidt Sir Alexander Barlow of Barlow," who died 
about the 27 of Aprill 1620 and was buried att Manchester 



■■ Sir Alexander Bxriow oT Bartow, nnr Mancbesier, v» knighud ia 1603 bjr 
James I. He mairicd Mary, daaghter ol sa Uriao (not William) Breretcra of Hon- 
ford, knt., u>d djing K) April 16^ was boned in Manchester CotkgiaM dnarch: 
his fbneial ceniGcale beir^ senl to the college of aniu, accordii^ 10 the tnfofBt- 
atioa lapplied, b<f sir Aleaaodci Barlow, the »n, on 30 October 1630, lo L«onafid 
Smethlej, drpnt; for the office of arms. The information faniiUxd is Tery numtc aad 
accaialc, acconling to the decree of the earl maishall (.LaHt. Fmm, Crrt., [^ 3, 95.) 
The bmilf became extinct, in the male Une, in the latter half of the lj« ceatBj. 
(See a long biognphical note in the Dtrif Hmatk. Seoii, p. 211.) 

Anns borne al the Lancashire Tisitation in t J67, able a Hooble-headed aigle die- 
plajred argent, membered, or, ilanding on the limb of a liee, ragoled and (ranked of 
the iccond. 



I 
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church by torch leight, whose executors cannot yet resolue whe- 
ther to haue a funurall or noe, by reson some of them ar yet in 
the south parte neere London, and not come downe, but within 
20 dales I am to receaue an absolute answer, alsoe S' Edmund 
Trafford of TrafTord,'" was buried the 8 of this month with Black 
onely att Manchester church, by torch leight, and had a funurall 
sermon by candle leight, whoe haith left such an ambiguc 
will that neather the heir which shall in heritt is known, nor the 
number of executors, nor can not be before ten dayes after 
midsomer next, which time S' Vrian Leigh of Adlington.^S"" Peter 
Leigh of Lyme,'* and others haue apoynt, for the ordering and 
establishing of quictnes and vnitie among the 4 Bretheren. And 
what proseedings doth pass, both concerning this, and the rest, ] 
will not be nedegent to lett you knowe, alsoe I heard this day, 
by a phesishion that see him die, that Mr. Talbot of Bashall 
esquier'* died in march last with out issue, but I could not leame 



" SlrEdmunJ TraHbrd, km., M.P., depul; lieutenant and justice of the p««r, wm 

tbe ronand heir of a knight of both his names, to whose estate he succeeded in 1590. 
He was an active partisan of queen EUiabelh's gnverntnent. He married ( I ) Mar^rcl, 
eldest of the four daughters and coheiresses of John Booth of Barton, esq. (who died 
3 October 1576, and of his vriTe Ann, daughter of Richard Assheton of Middleioo, 
whom he married there 13 Novemlier 1547), by whom he had issue, Edmund, John, 
Richard, and one daughter Elizahctb, wife of Richard Fleetwood. It is erroneously 
Slated in the Derby Haustkiild Beeki, tba) these sons died in their father's lifetime, p. 99. 
The lai;^ estate of the Booths, which ought to have descended to the eldest son nod 
his heire male in right of his mother, was the subject of the contention here named. 
Sir Edmund married (1) in 159S, the lady Mildred, third daughter of Thomas, tint 
earl of Exeter, and widow of sir Ralph Read, the wealthy nephew and heir of sir 
Thomas Grcsham, knt., the founder of (he royal cichoi^, London; by this ladj he 
had a son, afterwards sir Cecil Trafford, who ultimately succeeded to the estates of hit 
half-brothers, and also of their father. {.Lane. MSS., *oL iiiii, p. 244; Dttiy 
Mauuh. Beoki, A'ola, p. 99. ) Smethley sent the funeral certificate of sir Edmund to 
the college of arms. He died on the 19 May 1620, and was buried in the Collegiate 
churth of Manchester, on the aSth, aged 59 years. {Lane. Fan. Ctrl., p, 47.) 

Forsomeaccounlofsir Urian Legh, see Derby ISoKS/k. Books, Notes, pp. 100, lOI. 

For some account of sir Peter I^egh of Lyme, see Derby llouiek. Boakt, NeUt, 
p. I4S. 

" Thomas, son and heir of John Talbot of Bashall, in Craven, esq., descended from 
Thomas de Talbol, a relative of the dc I.acys, esrls of Lincoln, who was (Oiutituled 
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who was his executors, the gathering of wiiose fees is iyke to be 
chai^able to me, as some of the rest haith bene, by reason of the 
remotenes of the place and the vnsertaintie of the executores 
whome and where I am to repaire vnto, it haith coste me all- 
redie, more money in ryding about these busincscs, be sydes the 
necklcct of time, then I shall Gaync in seuen ycare, by gather- 
ing of the fees att tow shillings in twentie, theirfore I would 
desyer your worP and the rest of the office to consider of it 
and augment my allowance, soe that I may not altogether spend 
my owne money and pains both, thus desyering pardon for my 
tedeousnes, leauing the premises to your consideration I seace 
from detaining you any longer, and humbly take my leaue, and 
rests, euer. 

Manchester, Your worshipps to Command 

May the lo"' Leonard Smedley. 

1620. 



To the Reight worship" S' Richard S* g'eorg Knight, 
Norroy King of Amies att his house in 

Holiborne these be del^ with speed. 



£ovemor of Clilheroe caslle by Edmund de I-acy, constable of Chester, temp. 
Henty III., and who had by Lacy's gift, 37 Heni7 III., 1256, the manor of Buhall. 
The Tamily continued at Bmhatl in unbroken and distinguished male descent, tmtil 
the dent!) of the individual named in the text. He mamed 7 Jac. i., Ann, daughter 
of Richard Fleetwood of Penwortham, in the county of Lancaster, esq., by VLoi^ibxj, 
daughter of Thomas I*igh of Eggington, in the county of Derby, esq, , and had two 
daughters, his coheiresses, Elizabeth, bom in 1613, who married (l) Thomas Lewys, 
son and heir oniiomas Lewys of Marr, in the county of York, esq., and cousin of sir 
John Lewyi, bart., ol Led^ione house; nndlz) Theobold, viscount Boutke of Mayo, 
but ob, s.p.i and Margery, bora in 1614, who married colooel Willlain While of 
Duflteld, in the County of Derby, esq., and who continued the line of Talbot of Bashall, 
now represented by Lloyd of Plymog, in the county of Denbigh. Thomas Talbot, 
esq., died 15 February 1618-19, as appears by his Inq. post mori. taken on the I Aprtl 

The arms, borne by Thomas Talbot in 1256, were argent three lioncels, salient, 
purpure, langued and armed, azure; and the same continued to be borne by ali his 
descendants. (Dugdale's fanuuff in iwr Talbot; Whi laker') /Tu/. efCraimf, Burite** 
Landfd GtHlry. ) 
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Mr. Leonard Smedley to Randle Holme. 



Kynd Mr. Holmes,'* 

for your trew loue, and kynd councell wher in I 
fynd yovi still more lyke a father, then a frend, I can but returne 
you thankes, and espesially, for this kynd promis and prefer you 
haue made me in saueing me my London Jurney att this time, 
and the effecting of my busienes at the office which you haue 
promised to doe, which I make noc question but you both will 
and can, better then I should haue done my selfe, concerning 
Mr. Heskit" fees, as you can trewly in forme them, that all the 



" This was Randle Holm«, wbo died in ifi3j, ihe first of the Tour well-knairn gene- 
alogists and deputy heralds or Chester, of whose family, [heir intimate connectioD 
with the collie of arms, London, and the particulars of a formidable misunderstand- 
ing which long existerl between sir William Diigdale and one of its ablest members 
on the lubjecl here referred lo, some account has already been given in the life of sir 
Willinm Dugdale, prefixed to the LamashivtVisimun »f 1664-5, ™l. i, pp. JJ, IJ 

et seq, (Cbelham series. ) 

" Robert Ileskelh of Kuffurd, esq., who ob. l6a3, was three times married. He 
had by his hrst wife Mary, daughter of sir George Stanley, knL, marshal] of Ireland, 
Robert, his successor, sheriff of Lancashire in 1607, and ancestor of the present family: 
and by his third wife Joan, daughter of Thomas Spencer of Rufford (one of the ten- 
ants), he had issue a son, named also Robert, born before marriage, and called here 
"second son of the defunct," who seems to bare treated his own mother with great 
harshness, probably on the ground of recusancy. On the 10 September, i8 Jac., it 
was slated that Jane, widow of Robert Hesketb, of Rufford. esq., had »oluntarily 
and knowingly commilted felony by harbouring and receiving one Edward Barlow of 
Reeconsal], clerk, a professed Jesuit with authority from the see of Rome, who was at 
lai^e and out of prijon ngainst the form of the statute and the peace of the king. And 
It was staled that the s^d Jane had heard mass said by the said Barlow on the first 
and nine foiloviing days of September, 16 Jae., whereby she was guilty of felony. 
{Lane. MSS.) Mr. Roger Hodiworth, who had tnarried Holcrofi, relict of Laurence 
Rawsthome and daughter of the deceased Robert Hesketh, esq., by his second wife, 
vindicated, as might have been expected, the claims and rights of the college of arms, 
and obtained the fee for the deputy-herald. The mediation of sir Richard Hoghton, 
bart., was occasioned by his having married the widow, Mrs. Hesketh, n(t Spencer. 
{See Dugdale's Lant. Vint., 1664-5, ?■ '35' "t*! Derby Heusth. Bfski, Ntirt, pp. 
125-6, and p. 103.) 
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my ould ladye MoUnex.s" and a third att Whalley but whoe it is 
for I haue not yett learnd, and all with in this twelue month, 
and more ouer thcr is noe Gent dies but as soone as he hercs of 
itt he repares thether, and doth profess that if he may haue the 
work, he will discharg them for paying any fee, for their is none 
dew and that it is but meere cosinidg and dehishion, and doth 
recounte vnto them for presedents as many as he can who as he 
saith nether haith paid nor will pay, and this he doth persist In, 
and saith he will dow. both in dispite of me and all that will take 
my part, their fore I pray you vrge this perticuler as earnestly 
as you can, that the office will procure a warant from the lords 
to send downe to me, to serue vpon this fellow to bring him 
before them, and with all in the said warrant to leaue a blank for 
the names of 5 or 6 that will not pay, which if they can I make 
noe question but yett be fore michaellmas day to gather fortie 
pound in fees, and this I promis them they shall fynd trew that 
except some such course be houldne, they shall nott out of Lan- 
keshyre receaue fortie shilling this fortie ycarc, except that which 
I haue all redie receaued of Mr. Heskit's, and which I was pro- 
mised soc long agoe, which will be redie with the serteficat to send 
with Mr. Heskits acording to the time the office shall apoint, 
if their can be noe warrant gotne, other wyse I hope to carie 
them vp my selfe with more that shall be worth the careing, 
which I pray God 1 may, vnto whose protection I comitt you, 
and will euer rest 

Manchester, Yo" in whatt he may. 

May the 6"" 1622. Leonard Smethley. 

That the E. marshall shall be made acquaynted with the 
painter but he cannot haue the warrant, but must be suer to 
proue these matters. 

* Probably Frances, rtaughter of ar Gilbert Gerard of Gerard's Bromley, in the 
county of Stafford, knt. , and sister of the lirst lord Gerard, who wu the wiie of sir 
Richard Molyneux, barL, father of the lint viKount MBrjborough, aoceitor of ths 
eatis of Seflot). 
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Mr. Leonard Smedley to Sir Richard S' George. 



L 



Rcight wor^* 

I understand that it haith pleased the Office to sub- 
stitute Mr. Dodsworth to suplye the place where in I was, and 
to call in my deputacion which I willingly surendred vnto the 
hande of Mr. Holmes, from whom I receaued it againe, vpon the 
seight of Mr. Dodsworths new dcputasion to the vsse of Mr. 
Dodsworth, liauing a letter from him to Mr. Holmes to that pur- 
pose, Mr. Dodsworth hauing formerly promised me to establish 
me in my former place by Authority from him vpon reasonable 
tearmes, as well with in the Countie of York as else where, but 
I found it was to make vss of me for his owne proffitt, as the 
euent did proue, for he sleightly cast me of, and emediate Au- 
thorised Mr. Binkc of Yorke and others, for the managing of 
these Afaires in these parts, as alsoe one Thomas Renshaw of 
Preston here in Lankeshyre, a poore ignorant fellow, and noe 
workman, which will be ameanes to bring a contempt against 
the office, if it shall goe forward that who giues most shall be 
Authorised, yet being willing to doe my best seruice to the office 
did receaue an aquitance from Mr. Dodsworth for S' Richard 
Mollineux his fee, but could not receaue it vpon tliat aquittal, I 
hauing nether Authoritie nor deputacion to receaue it with out a 
letter from Mr. Holmes, vpon the rcceate of which S' Ri. pro- 
mised to pay it me, which letter I had, by vertew of which letter 
vpon the former aquittancc and myne owne I receaued the fee, 
which I now liaue, and if the office please, as they haue called in 
my deputasion, soe to deliuer me in my bond or generall releace, 
and send it to Mr. Holmes of Chester to deliuer me, I will vpon 
the receate their of pay him the money, and if it please the office 
to tollerate or giue me leaue, by tow or three words vnder some 
of their handes for the dowing of funurall escutchions or the 
lyke, I shall labore to show my thankfullnes, and to the vtter 
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most of my pooer heipe forward the payment of the fees, and as 
ocasion shall be ofTered, to assist Mr. Dodsworth the best I can, 
not for any desert of his owne, but by the trew loue and seruice 
which I owe \Tito the Office, thus desiring yourworP to consider 
of the premissises. And lett me heare from 3rou, at the retume 
of the Carrear or as sowne as conueniently you can, whylst the 
money is to be had, for if I can not receaue my bond or generall 
releace, I will deliuer the money to Mr. Litler that is bound 
with me, who will secure me. thus ^ith my deutie and humble 
seruice rem*** to y' worP and the rest of the office I talc my leaue 
and will euer rest 

W \VorP« to Comand 
Manchester, to his power, 

September 23'^ 1623. LEONARD Smethley. 

To the Right Wor" and his worthy Frend, 

S' Richard S* georg Knight, King of Armes, 
at his house in Houlboum — these dd. 
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Mr. Leonard Smedley to Sir Richard S' George. 

Reight worp" S'. 

I haue rcceaued your letters dated the l6* of Aprill, 
and haue beene with S' Tho. Gcrratt, who as I supose haith had 
sume cuilt councill, as concerning the fees, for I found him in an 
humore far difrint from that, I left him in, for he makes mc this 
answer, that he will pay me none, for these reasons, first he is 
nether executor, nor will haue any thing to doe with his father's 
goods. Secondly all his fathers lands are extended, besides 
many other reasons he could and will allcdg when ocasion shall 
be offred, and att Michacllmass tearme he saith he wilbe at 
London, and if the Office haue any thing to say vnto him, he 
will bee redie to answerc them, but makes noe question, but 
through Trends he will procure, and reasons he can aliedg, that if 
he should be brought before tlie Lords he can quite him self 
from the fees, but I think that if the Office should sudainly call 
him vp, before he haith taknc orders with some of his fathers 
credetors, vnto whom he stands ingadged with him, that he 
would rather pay the fees, the[n] come to plead, by reason of 
avoyding greater inconueniences, but I leaue it to your discres- 
sion, who better knowes what to dow then I can aduyse. I was 
alsoe with young S'. Ri. Molineux, as concerning the outd Lady 
Mollineux, hir funurall, but he made me answer that he thought, 
ther would be nether funurall, nor priuate hearse, erected for hir. 
but if their were I should know of itt, and now since my being 
their, he haith imployed one Deodatus PaulHtt, a painter dwell- 
ing in Wiggan, an ignorant fellow that is noe worke man, to 
make Scutchions and other ornaments for a priuat hearse for the 
aforesaid Lady, which when I heard of itt, I tooke an honist 
sufficient man, of the towne, with me, and went to the painters 
house, and desired hime to lett me se the worke, which was then 
in hand, but he tould me I should not, before he had sett it up, 
which he would dow in dispyte of me, and my Athoritie, which 
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z± T . I.J. r-:ix.-. rii - £1;?^ lefiri i f an^ :r Asskes. and bid mc 
■:lj.c z\r=rz :^ r:...:. n= li-"^: -riiiii ir-ic fsrss. for be knew my 
j-jn.— :iJi -. Til rLcrm eti: I ir- r»i:'± ttl? }vk* vrto itt, fori 
ri:f 1 -:=sr.^ zjr.i vn: m f :i rrsBi lis rirrrnt:. whii manv other 
£cx?id:±^ V r._i: V : :_^ rt r^mr rrv isdi^uf ani irrfirt to relate, 
si-zr :.> :i^": -i I ri iztr "tz-.i •. rr f-nm i^rj zmzL Wbcrc i-pon I 
irrui-ir-'T-i. u^ !ili-:n- .-'lUr Ir^-zit. vb: ^zjediatJr sent for him, 
i-iu. £1 it; '■-:;»ifc ^^•L:^.l fniir' : lisr t: ansver rae. before the Judg 
iz tixi zxfjvz z^s:5<=i^ zz L-L^iiL^CiT KT vbsi b* had saii and don, yet 
b::J~n-i I ;.^r^-ti^- I :~:M r: Tir^f^tz* hi^L tba: bond, and giue 
i.p*:hii; rr t: i~rj:: ::i hiti 3:r*i: £.ni a: mine ownc charges and 
renins rcv'-rni vrj.: e-s-r--^. bt bai cjrr.rrfi in thai worke, be- 
c^-:>; : v*::^ :":»- s:»f vz^-rJTr- zr^i r}:o-i a Gent", untoirhome I 'W'as 
jri5.th t: ^ji 2^3* diic;.^: :•• ci.u>i :if cifence. provided that he 
-n .>*:'i ^ jf nc h:> boni tba: bf v:i;.'ji nnt at any time hereafter 
er.tcrr^i*i]i v-.ih ar.y r»:" tbrsi busineses without my leaue, 
which Mr M^?^r ani all tba: beari ii. tbou^t it to be both a 
rciisc^nab-c c.:>i b:»r.:>: r3.-!5j.-)r. } e: b*. refused it and said he 
w ou'i r.x be b:'u:>i fr.-^r:: th.a: k^-ni of work, but would doe it, 
for ar.v one :h-: wo^ili inrOrv hin. and as he said before both 
in cii?:p::c of r.-jc. or ar.y that vouid rake mj' part, theirfore I 
desire, tha: i: wou.d r»!ca>r vour wor' and the Office to take 
some speedie corse \\-:th h:n:t. or e'se prescn-be me what I shall 
dow in it, for I haue bound him ouer to the Assises, onely to 
p'ue satisfaction, to the contrie, where his violentt reuylings 
should be deuoldi^ed, and some thing to mitt^;ate his tongue, 
but when I haue him at Lankister, I know not what to doe ^ith 
him, their fore it were good, that some course were takne ^ith 
him in the meanetime. or else that I mav know from the Office 
what to doe with him when I haue him their. Their is alsoe 
another curtecie, that I desire to receaue from yo' worP and the 
Office, which is this, their was a priuate Hearse erected in Man- 
chester Church, for S' Edmund Trafford, and the black cloath 
that is vpon the same, which the Clarkes of the Church doth 
clamc as their dew, being worth about thre fKJunds or fiue markes, 
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which if I be not mistakne doth belong to the Office, which if it 
would please you or the Office to be stow on me, I will laboure 
to deserue it. or else if it belong vnto them, that I may rcceaue 
some warrantie ether from your selfe. or some of the Office to 
take itt, and what itt shall be praised vnto or sould for I will 
rcturne and pay att Michaetlmas tearme when I come to tlie 
Office to pay those fees I haue and shall in the meantime re- 
ceauc** ; the hearse will shortly be takne downe, therfore I desier 
to know their resolucion and yo' worP' answer, with what conue- 
nient cxpedicion yo' leasure will pmit thus with my humble deutie 
Rem" to yo' worP and my Good Lady, with my kynd loue and 
semis vnto Mr. Henrie S' Georg yo' Sonne and the Office in 
generall, I humbly take my leaue and will euer rest. 



Manchester, 

May 27"' 1622. 



Yo' worships to comand 
to his power, 

Leonard Smethley. 



Postscript. Mr. Dodsworth rem' his loue and semis to y' 
worP, and haith sent you a letter hear inclosed, the answer 
where of, he desiers you to send vnto me, and I shall 
deliucr it to his hands, for I should gee in to that cun- 
trie at Midsumer,'' or before if I receaue your answer, for 
I haue promist him to bring it with me when I come, and 
he will goe with me to Mr. Haggerston of Guerdon, being 



■ "The Clarkes or the Church" were probably ihe warden and Tellows, or rather 
thi; might, in this case, be the vicars of the parish who, wilh the chorchwa/dens, had 
giwn permission Tor the cloth, as "an ensign of honour," to be placed in the church. 
The "hearse ctotli," as it was called, and other ^milar trappings, for which no pro- 
vision was made by any special law, were at the disposal of the authoritf bj which 
thcf were admillcd into the church. Neither the heralds nor the heir of the deceased 
had an; l^al claim, the cloth being the perquisite of the vicars at that time as it is 
now, although placed in the chapel or aisle of a private famil)'. 

* Probably to Hutlon Grange, near Penworthun, iti north-east Lancashire, where 

r. Dodsworlh lived. 
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Mr. Randall Holme to Sir Richard S' George. 



L 



Right wor" 

My hriible duty Remcmbred I haue no occatyon to 
write vnto you sithens I reccaved a letter from the offic wherearin 

you wished me to S' Richard Mohncux into Lancashire 

to receave the fee and from him I went ther S' Richard 

promessed to paye it onely he de a smale tyme of for- 
bearance the which I yealdtd vnto. In the tyme ther came 

to me Mr. Smedley w"" a letter from Mr. Dodswo . . . and also 
his deputatyone to shew me that he was newly deputed, willing 
to give vp the ould deputatyon I tooke from Mr. Smedley, that he 
might dispose thereof as he thought fitt, the which I did not 
thinking but that Mr. Dodsworth would haue imployd Smedley 
vnder him for I will assure you that Smedley haveing a good 
backe and to be Countenansed would be the fittest and prove best 
for the offic for the good therof better then any I know of in that 
Countey, for after I had by yo^ derectyon taken vp his depu- 
tatyon and had put one in trust for that part, I layd a plot with 
Smedles help whe tookc great paynes and chardgcs which at the 
first must needs be soe before a thing can be settled and having 
b^un so haue put some things in order booth for the good of the 
offic and Smedles better maintenance then comes Mr Dodsworth 
the which I willingly gave way vnto, but I hear that Mr. Dods- 
worth will put of Mr. Smedley to haue no dooing vnder him and 
authorises other more vnskyllfull the which I feare will not be 
good for the Creditt of the offic Therfor lett me intreat you that 
as I haue found alwayes your good respect of me that you would 
be pleased to write to Mr. Dodsworth to make a tryall of Mr 
Smedley vnder him for lane for the working of funerall Escochons 
and not so suddenly to Cashire him, for I do not fynd sutch falts 
in the man as was imagined for I will assure you I haue made 
diligent enquire what fees he hath reccaved but I cannot fynd 
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his coming down I went to him he protested he satisfyed the offic 
w^ half the fee, and more he would not give to me then half of 
that which belonged to me I would rather haue spent x^ then 
sutch a presedent should haue beene for you know not what hurt 
you haue doon therin, Thus desyring to heere speedily from you 
that the money may be gotten out of Smedles hands I ever rest 
yo' worPP* 

Randall Holme. 

Chester 22 of Septemb. 1623. 

To the Right Wor** S' Richard St george Knight King of 
Amies these. 
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The same to the same. 



Right wor" 

I writt vnto you 2 moneths agoe by my sonne 
Wiftm who is yet in London vnder the hands of phistsions he 
dayely expected helpe that he might have brought you the letter 
himself the which I doubt you haue not yet receaued be reasone 
he is very weake, and not able to goe abrode therfore I haue sent 
vp my other sonne the bearer heerof of whom you shall receaue 
the fee and certificat of Robt Dokenficld of Dokenfield Esq' '^ and 
the fee for I.aurance Smyth Esq' ^^ which w'^^ mutch adoc I haue 
gotten, the Certificat for Smyth you had the last Returns and my 
sonn tould it was entred I pray see it be soe also you shall receave 
the Certificat for John Jeffreys Esq' I doubt not but you haue 
receaved that fee of S' Thomas Ireland as he promessed you the 
last terme, for M" Brooks^" fee 1 haue been so dalyed w^iall that it 
made me almost weary, for after many jeyrnes and fayr promesses 
as somtymc she would paye it, then desyred tyme afterwards said 
if S' Thomas Ireland payd not, she hope to be freed as well as 
he, after the reccat of your letter whearin you writt of S' Thomas 



" Robert, son undheirof Robert DukcnlielJ of Dukenfield, in the county of Chester, 
esq,, by hit wife Ellen, daughter of sir WitlJiim BrerelotiorBrereton, knt, diedji Dec- 
ember 1634. Hcnas tnice marriecJ, and bad issue by his first wife, Jmc, daughter Wld 
coheiress of Richard Holland of Denton and Hcaton, esq, , twelve children ; and by 
his second wife. Mattery, daughter of Edward Holland of Heaton, esq., three sons. 

** Lawrence, son of sir Thomaa Smith of Hough and Hatherton, in the county □( 
Chester, knt., by his wife Ann, daughter of sir William Brereton of Brereton, knL 
He married Ann, daughter of sir Raodle Mainwaring of Over Pevor, knt., and wai 
lucceedcd by his son, sir Thomas Smith, knl., one of whose twenty- two children, 
Thomas Smith of Halherton, was created a baronet in the year 1660. 
. " Thomas Brooke of Norton Priory, in the county of Chester, esq., died in the 
year 1622, leaving his lliird wife Eleanor, daughter of — Gerard, esq., his widow, 
and sir Richard Brooke, knt., hi; son and heir, who died in 1632, and whose ion, 
Henry Brooke, was created a barooet in 1662. 
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Irelands consent to paye, then I sent ageane made her acquainted 
therw"', but then she had prepared a new trick for me, and sent 
me word that she thought she was not to paye it, and absolutely 
denyed payment saying that her husbands personall estate at the 
tyme of his decease was not ou 300'' and his lands was vnder 
300" a year, and so the petityon should be freed. Therupon I 
writt to S' Richard Brook made him acquainted with his mother 
in laws^" dealings vscd all the perswatyons and reasons I could, 
that ether he would cause his mother in law to give me content or 
that him self would paye it considering it was for the bcnefite of his 
posteritye to haue the certificat Inrowlcd in his maiestcs offic of 
Armes. for the one of them must needs paye it, ells I must returne 
their contempt and contesting against the order, the which I was 
vercyvnwilling to doe, knowing what treble and chardg the would 
bring themselves vnto, and in the end be forscd to paye, S' Rich- 
ard sent me an answear which gaue me good content, that he was 
verey sorry his mother had put to so great toyle and Chardges 
in sending so often, and said rather then the ofiic should be 
vnsatisfiedhcwouldpayeit out of his own purse, and at my sonnes 
comeing downe from London some course should be taken to 
paye it, only desyred your advise and assistance if occ .... seruedi 
he paying it, how he might gett it from his mother ageane, so I 
shall haue but litle treble more about this matter, a year agoe I 
writt vnto you concerning S' Wiltm Hanmer of ifcns in the 
County of flynt he dyed 2 years agoe which fee was promessed 
to be payd me by his boysterus vnthriftie heyer WiHm Hanmer, 
who a wceke before the day of payment vpon a surfett dyed at 
Crecket in Salop being his wifes joynter house thcr I sent and 
found all his goods seascd vpon for ftcns and other lands was 
enfeffed vpon frends in trust to pay S' WiHms debts and portyons 
for his yonger sonnes and daughters, this Wiltm dyed w^'out issue 
so the inheritance fell to Thomas Hanmer his seacond brother, 
this matter being so desperate and almost past hope yet I made 



■ Stepmother. 
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meanes by Mr. Phillip Ouldfield*' a honest gent my verey 
good friend being one of the feffies that I got Thomas 
then heyer to prom esse to paye it, altho by a litlc at a 
tyme as others weer payd some I haue receaued and in good 
hop to haue the rest, before it be ionge, aganst the next retume, 
for I am verey loth to send vp to you pees males^' of a fee, I 
receaved a letter from the offic concerning Smedley dated tlie 
/th of May, not vntill the xviii''' of the same, w'^n 3 dayes 
after I roed into Lancashire to Manchester beeing xx.x myles 
from Chester when I came ther I send for one Massy and 
Marshall booth paynters and men of indifferent good fatyour, I 
asked them how Smedley behaued him self amonge them and the 
gentry, the said reasonable well, I asked them why could not he 
gett in the fees due to the office of Armes, the said some he had 
which was partly by their meancs and likewise said be reason 
he was stranger in the country wanting acquaintance and light in 
the purse made him litle respected also another reasone, ther be 2 
or 3 poor snaks hedge paynters, and I take it plasterers tow which 
when the heer of any of acount to be dead the rune ther, and 
make cscochens and hachments to put in the Church, for 
funeralls now adayes is almost !ayd away (this paltrey burning in 
the night spoyleth all) gent seeing these running paynters working 
at libertey and not supprest, thinke they may as well stand out 
for paying fees, when I had gotten [what] I could of them I 
sent for Mr. Smedley to my lodgings tould him of you' discontents 
towards me, I beeing the meanes in procuring for him his deputa- 
tion, he proving so negligent carclcsse and so dishonest in exe- 



" rhilip Ouldfield, of Bradwnll, in the county of Chester, and of Gray's Inn, esq., 
died at Chester December 15 1616, aged 75 according to his monument in St. Mnry^ 
Church. He married twice, and by his second wife Ellen, daughter of William 
Hanmer of Fenns, esq,, and widow of John Griffith, serjeant-at-law, was bthet of 
the gentleman here named, afterwards sir Philip OuldRcld, knt. Sir Philip was a 
second son, and mirried in the year 1600, Maiy, daughter and heiress of John 
Somerfoidof Somerford, esq., and died about the year 1626. (Qrmmxl, vol. Ui. p- 33-1 

" Piece meal. 
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cuting the same, made him acquainted [with] what you writt to me, 
and willed him to give me an accompt for the tyme past and told 
him that altho his vnhoncst mynd could dispence w'^" his con- 
cyence to keep the fees receaued and not to bring them to the 
offic how durst he doe it be reason of his bond, he tould me he 
payd into the offic xv'' which was for S' Edmund Trafford S' 
Alexander Barlow and Mr. howsley w"" their ccrtificats, I asked 
for his acqitance vpon the payement but he had none, I tould him 
that if any wecr payd the dcsents would be found entrcd in the 
offic, and said he had no money in his hands but Mr. Hesketts, 
I demaunded the same that J might returne it now by my sonne 
w*** other fees I was to send vp, the which he said he could 
not possibly now doe, but hath promessed me at mydsomer 
to vse tlie best meanes he can to pay it which if he doe as I think 
he will I will speedily send it vp I asked him the reason why he 
could not get in the fees, he tould me necr to the effect of the 2 
paynters I took vp his deputatyon which is now in my hands 
and willed him to write his mynd to you the which I hauc sent 
heerw'*', if it please you to give him his deputatyon ageane it 
shall vpon notise from you be donn, If not rather then I will see 
the office of Armes wliich 1 w"" due respect honor to be thus 
wronged, if it please you to make a deputatyon of that County 
to me, I will sec what I can do, I doubt not but w"" a litle of your 
assistance I shall bring the Countrcy to a better conformety w* 
good profitt to the office, onely I must entreat you to procure a 
warrant from the earle marshall for Pallitt and Renshaw : for the 
do most harm and ether sombody must be terificd or ells no good 
will be done, it is lykely bceing served to appear the will rather 
enter into bond never to make any mor funerall works, for these 
vnskilfull fellows comytt many grose errors which in tyme will do 
mutch' harme, if the be countenased by any gent, as few sutch 
but some backs the haue,^' it wcer not amysse altho the be poor to 



"Few sutch bul some hacks Ihcy have:" i.t., Ihere are few ™eh wiihoui Triendi 
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feele some punishment of the marshallsey," lett them fall to their 
ordinary paynting and plastering, and not to medle w'^' Armes. 
Lancashire is a great County neer twise so big as Cheshire and 
most of the best know me, or at the least the haue hard of me, I 
mean to aply^^ Smedlcy in our part and others in other parts, and 
will be redy at all tymes as occatyon shall serve to back them, I 
hope to make it belter for Smedley then now it is for I pitty his 
poverty and I think he will deal honesiy the which if he do not 
I will soone fynd him out, I am willing to take paynes in this 
matter altho to me ther can rise iitle or no profitt be reason that 
if Lancashire be not reformd it wilt infect Cheshire as lately it 
bcgane which danger I would fayn p'vent, I goeing to take cer- 
tificats and to demand the fee the brought me in psedents of 
some in Lane, that stood out and yet weer not forscd to pay, but 
I trust these matters shall be better looked vnto The fee for S' 
Richard Molineux knight and baronet is not yett payd I went to 
demand it but S' Richard was gone to London whear 1 take it 
he now is one of his gent tould me that if it weer not payd now at 
London into the offic, at S"" Richards comeiag home I should haue 
notise to come ou and take the Certificat and fee, Therfor send 
me word whether he hath payd which if he haue it will saue me 
a joyrney into Lancashire, Thus w'^* my humble duty to you' 
WorPP" remembred I ever rest you" in the best service I can 
Chester May. 25. 

Randall Holme. 



I 
I 



yett one thing more I must request that you wilbe pleased to 
procure a warrant for on[e] Robt freere he inhabitts in Chester a 
Coblers sonne, but goes abrode and makes Armes whereof some 
of the I haue gotten false anuff, and also I hear he is a contryvor 
of pedegrces, it weer good he weer nipt before hes graft or ells he 
may prove dangeress, I doubt not but if I had the warant to serve 



• Employ. 
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him, he would enter into bound not ever after to medl w^ this 
element. 

To the Right WoH* S' Richard S* georg knight norrey king 
of Armes.^ these g^ve 



* For a biographical notice of sir Richard st. George, knt, see the Introduction 
to the Heraldic VisUaiion of Latuashin in the year 1613, pp. xii — ^xiv., Chethom series. 
He died 17 May 1635. 

The Knight *s bones are dust 

And his good sword rust. 

His soul is with the saints, I trust. 

CoUriJ^e* 



Lelters on the Claims of flu 



The same to the same. 



Chester the 2 Aprcll, 



1632. 



Right wC 

After my loue and seruice to you tendered, theis arc to 
certifie you that agayne I may be recertified of your resolutions 
consideringe the fee of my lord Viscount Killmorrey" to whom 
shortly after his fathers death I did resort to demant the fee for 
the rcgistring of his descent who' arsware was to take deliberation 
a while conserning the same, in which season he sliped to london 
and at his returne I did solicite him agayn about it for nothing 
eles he is mynded to doe no not so much as a playne hearse or 
escution to put in the church for his father at all, he then 
tould me how Mr. Somersett^^ had byu wi"" him conserning the 
same and also his resolute answare to him that he saw no reason 
for payment at all thereof, neither would pay any. only as a 
gratuety. If you pleased to accept of it he would give you x" 
otherwise non at all, get it how you can, \j'^ obstinacy of his 
causeth me to write to know your pleasures herin ere my coming 
vp w'' will be shortly w^in this 3 weeks therefore I pray you send 

" The tiiher of X^rd Kilmorey was Robert Nedham, esq. , of Shavenlon or Sheolon 
Hall, in the county of Salop, sheriff of the county 6, 28 luid 37 Eliiabelh, and 
who married Frances, daughter of sir Edward Aston of Tixal], in the cuunty of 
Stafford, km. Elioour, sole daughter and heiress of Thomas Dullon of Dutton, esq. , 
io the county of Cheslcr, married first, in 1607, sir Gilbert Gerard, son and heir of 
Thomas lord Gerard. After his death, in 1623, lady Gerard married sir Robert 
Nedham of Shenlon, knl., sheriff of Salop in 1606, who died in 1653, created 
viscount Kilmorey, iS April 1625, being succeeded by his son Charles, viscount 
Kilmorey (see sir Peter Leycesler's Hishiy, p, 159), whose deicendanl and represen- 
tative was created earl of Kilmorey II January 1813, all in the peerage of Ireland. 

" Mr. John Philipoit appointed Somerset Herald aboul 1624, greatly trusted by 
Camden and sir Richard st. George as their deputy or marshal 
died in 1645, (Ste'!Sah\ci NiHcryn/iMiCclltgeo/Arni!, p. 245.) 



d 
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me a speedy answare herof whither I shall take it or no of him 
for I have pmissed him an answare ere my coming vp to be re- 
turned from you yf you knew his nature so well as I you would 
not refuse it rather then haue nothing at all and if this be not 
taken while he is in his humor non can preuayle w*^ him if he 
onst gaynsay it as also the foule psident that will run shortly 
ouer all our cuntrey and neuer lookc herafter to haue any out 
of theis pts if he pay nothing and so sleight it off thus I must 
confesse it were in respect of psident, better to haue nothing at 
all but get a better psident althoge but a small psent of sauor, 
then noe smell at all. Consider of it the matter lyeth on blead- 
ing all this season & I doubt if you take not this profered mite 
the temple of his harte will shortly close her dores of all beneuo- 
lence thus onst more desiring speedy answare I comitt you to 
the guiding of the all guiding pseruer & rest your worshipps 
louing frend to comand. 

Randle Holme, Jun. 

To the Right woi^ & wor" the kinges and hearalds of 
Armes this be delivered w*^ speed. 



F 
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TlIE SAME TO' THE SAME. 



To the Right woH' the kings of Armes the \ 
to the rest of the offic of Armes, 



Whearas I hauc receaued vpon the xxviii"' of this p'sent Nov- 
ember 2 seuerall letters dated the xix''' of the same the on from 
S' Richard St Georf;e kt Norroy the other from M' Henry St 
Georg Richmond in the which it seemeth I am taxed for solemn- 
izing the funcrall of Baronet fitton'' and a!so in takeing a fee of x 
peeses in the name of the offic, and for apparant proof therof, the 
lady of the saide defunct, being now in Londone doth aver the 
same, I deny them both, first ther was no funerall solomnized, 
nether any fee for the offic by me or any for me ether demanded 
nor receaued. But the treivth is, I beeing in London in May last 
at which tyme Baronett fitton dyed, my sonne the bearer heerof 
hearing the body was buried obscuriy and that ther would be no 
funerall, and further hearing that some Country paynters should 
make his achieffments to put vp in the Church, he repayred 
thether, and had speech w''' the said lady concerning the same, 
she offring x'' for the workeing of the said achieffments, my sonne 
tould her that would not pay for the stuff, and for that tyme 

" Sir Edward Fillon or Gawsworth, in ihc county of Chester, born 3 Decembet 
1571, son and heir of sir Edward Fillon, kni. Lord President of Mnoster, by his wife 
Alice, daughler and sole h^ress of John Holcroft of tlolcroR, in (he county of Lan- 
caster, esq. He succeeded his faiher in the year 1606, and was created a Baronet io 
the year 1617. He married Kaa, daughler and coheiress of James Barrett ofTeubj, in 
the count}! of Pembroke, whose will is dated 31 Jaaoiry 1643-4. (Znitf. and Ckak. 
Willi, vol. iii, p. 190.) Dying on the 6 May 1619, sir Edword was succeeded by 
his only son sir EJward Fitton, who died without surviving issue by either of his 
iMvesin August 1643, when the baronetcy became eitinct. Armes of Fitton of Cawj- 
worth, argent on a bend aiure three garbs or. OTCr the door of the olJ hall are the 
family arms with sixteen quarlerings sculptured in 1570 with the motto in a garter — 
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broke of wt^jut any agreement, then afterwards one of her men 
came and wished him to take that which she offred or ells she 
would send for some paynter to her howse and ther worke them 
as her father in llawes S' Edward fittons were, and it would not 
lye her in past viii'' my sonne tould them he would not worke 
for nothing and so left them, about a week after I came from 
London on of the ladys men came to Chester and tould me in 
the heering of this bearer, that if I would not take a xi'', being 
xx» more then was offred before, some others should do them, I 
seeing her resolutyone, was content to doe them, altho I gott 
nothing by them, rather then any Country paynter should worke 
them in her howse, which would be a fowle presedent, hoping 
some course will be taken to p'vent sutch fellows, the worke being 
done I sent this bearer w'-^ them to the lady, sJie vewed them and 
caused them to be put vp in the Church, and gave him then just 
X pecces for the same as was agreed vpon. Now vnderstanding 
that the ladye is in Londone I haue sent my sonne this bearer pur- 
posly altho it be a foule wynters joyrney and chardgable to me. 
that he may justify this vpon his olh if ocatyone require 

Also lamchardged that I cannot be ignorant of the order of the 
Comyssioners for the oflic of Earle marshall and also that I haue 
a Coppy therof. 

It is trewe I knowe that ther is sutch an order it was red vnto 
me by M' Henry St George in the p'sence of S' Richard his 
father, who did not oncly promesse me a Coppy therof but also 
to be a meanes to the oflic to graunt me a deputatyone I giveing 
my bound for pcrformanc therof as other deputat did, S' Wi&m 
Segar"' S"" Richard St georg and some others in the offic hath 
knowne me to be an antyent practytioner of Armory and was 
sworne servant to the princ I haue labored heere to mantayne 
the honor of the offic of Armes & for their profit! as it is well 



" Sir William Segar, kniglited in 1616, appointed SomcrKt Herald 158S-9, norroy 
'593. gart« 1603. He died in 1633, and was buried in ihe chancel of Richmond 
church in Surrey. In 1602 he published in folio his " Honor, Civil and MililaiJ," 
aad lefl behind him voluminous and accurate genealogies. 
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knowne among our gentry in these parts I trust none can justly 
chardg me but that I haue delt honestly carefully and trewly, in 
every thinge whearin I haue beene imployed 

But nowe to answcar the last obiectyons that is that I had a 
Coppy of the order, beleeue me I had none as yett, I toutd S' 
Richard and M' Henry St georg of the obscur buryall of S' 
Thomas Hanmer*' who dyed sithens the order was made, I 
desyrcd them to haue order from the offic that I might enter the 
descent and call for the fee due to the offic who promessed me 
that I should haue derectyon p'sently sent me from the offic but 
non came, in July last I spake w^ S' Richard in Cambridgshire 
and tould him I lost tyrae bereason I had not authorytei from 
the offic to call for the fees, and if I mistake not my self 
I tould him of the obscure buryall of Baronet fitton, he 
promessed me p''sently after he came to Londone \ should hau 
derectyon from the offic, I writt to S' Richard in the beginingof 
October of the obscure buriall of Richard Grosvenor of Eaton" 
neer Chester Esqf. that I could not enter the descent nor call for 

*' Sir Thomas Hanmer of Haimer, M. P. for the connly of Flint, was honoured wilh 
knighthood at Whitehall 23 July 1603 previous to the King's coronation. He married, 
Erst, Lady Anne Talbot, daughter of Johu carl of Shrewsbury, by whom he had an 
only daughter, who died an inlknl. Sir Thomas married, secondly, Catherine, daughter 
of sir Thomas Mostyn, knt,, and by that lady had John, his heir, created a baronet 8 
July l6zo. Sir Thomas Hanmer died 18 April I619. The title expired in 1746011 the 
death of sir Thomas Hanmer, M. P., the fourth baionel, who had been distinguished in 
Ihe literary and political world, having published in 1744 a fine edition of Shaksprare's 
plays, and having been elected Speaker of the House of Commons in 1712. Dr. 
Johnson refers to him in Ibc following couplet : 

Illustrious age 1 how bright thy glories ihane 
When Hanmer fill'd the chair, and Anne the throne. 

-Sir John Hanmer, the third baronet of the creation of 1^74, was created bacon 
Hanmer of Hanmer in the peerage of Great Briton in 187a. 

" Richard Grosvenor of Ealon, esq., high sherilT of Cheshire in 1602, married Chris- 
liaii, daughter of sir Richard Brooke of Norton Priory, knt., and dying in i6ig was 
succeeded by his son, sir Richard, created a baronet 23 February 1621-3, being the 
fourteenth in descent from Gilbert le Grosvenor, Ihe companion in arms of Wiiliam 
Ihe Conqueror. 
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^e fee vnlill I had derectyon from them for altho I liard the 

■der Red, I doe not remember how mutch the fees weer which 

ought to be payd. If I did kiiowe what the fees wecr, howe can I 

call for them havcing no authoryle, the which if I had had I would 

not onely haue called to the lady fitton but to the rest, Thcr is 

now lately dead and buryed obscurely Raff Egerton of Ridley** 

in the County of Chester Esq', ht dyed at Stoke in the County 

of Salop and was buryed at Bunbury in the County of Chester 

amongst his ancesters The deputy for the offic of Amies for Salop 

sent to demaund the fee be reason he dyed in that County, it was 

denycd to be payd vnto him till S' Richard Egerton the defuncts 

heyer had spoken w"" me, S' Richard came to Chester 4 dayes 

before the date heerof and tould me that if any such fee weer 

due, he would rather paye it in Cheshire and to haue the descent 

entread in the Cheshire book, and not in a book of a forrcn 

County I tould him ther was a fee due to the offic of Armes by 

an order sett downe by the Commissyners for the offic of Earle 

marshall of England vndcr their hands and scales by cxpressc 

comaund from his ma''" I desyr to be resolved in which County 

it shall be entred, for w'hout you' derectyons I cannot answear 

I him, I tould him I expected a deputatyon from you w"" order to 

I receavc the fees for you and to enter the descent of the defunct, 

I the which I desyr by this bearer my sonne I may haue, and if it 

I please you' worPP' to take his bond w"" some other of my frcnds 

1, till my comeing vp in Ester terme, then I will enter into 

■ bonds my self for performance of those matters you put me in 

■trust, I hope so to behaue my self in the p'messes which will be 



• Ralph, son of sir Richard EgeilDii of Ridlty, ItnL, by liis wife M»ry, daughter ol 
Richard Grosvenor of Eaton, esq., died 17 November 1619. He wu twice manied. 
By his Artt wife, Barbara llolford, he had bir Richard Egerlon, his heir, whose sod 
Richard was aged 16 ia l6ig, aad by tils second wife, Elizabeth, daughter of Peter 
Warburton of Arley, esq., he had Peter Egerton of Khawe, in the county of Lancaster, 
aged 27 in 1619. Sir Thomas Efeiton, the lord chancellor Ellnmcre, was llie illtgi- 
timale brother of Ralph Eeerlon, named in the texl. 
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to all you' Contents, Thus craveing pardon for so tedious a letter, 
I ever rest you' worPP" in my best servisses 

Randall Holme. 
Cheste' the last daye 
of November. 

Indorsed — A letter from Randall Holme to the office of Armes. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THE following Easter Rolls of the Parish of Whalley 
in the 6 and 7 of Edward VI., consist of ten 
leaves, being apparently a roll of paper with writing on 
both sides and now carefully preserved by being pasted 
in a folio manuscript volume, containing Notes of Capi- 
tular Visitations of tite exempt yurisdiction of Ike Abbot 
and Convent of B. V. M. of Whalley, from a,d. 1500 to 
1538, which is in the library at Stonyhurst, The con- 
ventual jurisdiction embraced the royal forests of Pendle, 
Trawden, Rossendale, Bowland and Blackburnshire ; and 
the minor offences committed against good morals and 
the laws of the Church, as well as the subtraction of 
tithes and the withholding of Easter dues, were formally 
investigated by a jury of laymen, who assembled several 
times in the year, apparently as occasion served, either in 
the consistory within the parish church of Whalley or in 
the chapel of St. Michael within the castle of Clitheroe. 
A commissary was appointed by the abbot and convent, 
and he seems to have been armed with the power of 
summoning individuals to appear before him charged 
with fraudulent or immoral acts ; and proctors, who were 
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clerks in some of the orders of the Church, were employed 
to defend the accused, if the case admitted of defence, 
and sometimes, it may be inferred, when it did not. 
Various other incidental cases and suits were brought 
before this court, and on conviction, after evidence, 
penance, restitution, and pecuniary fines were enjoined; 
but there was no rigour, nor much of the ancient dis- 
cipline enforced. There is great similarity, as might 
have been expected, in all these cases, and the verdicts 
are in most instances the same. The commissary was 
Christopiier Smith, the last prior of the abbey, " aged up- 
wards of four-score years" {Latu. AfSS., vol, xxii, p. 489), 
when he was buried in Whalley church, 5 July 1 539. (■^^- 
Book.) With his death the court and its jurisdiction pro- 
bably ceased to exist, as the dissolution of the abbey was 
at hand. These Rolls were prepared almost immediately 
after that event by the new masters. The abbot and 
convent of Whalley had been endowed inter alia with 
the rectorial and vicarial tithes of the whole parish as 
well as with the Easter dues. These latter are named 
as early as the year 1395, and continued to be paid by 
the parishioners until the dissolution, when they became 
vested in the crown. By a deed of exchange ten years 
afterwards (1547) between Edward VI. and archbishop 
Cranmer the appropriate rectories of Whalley, Blackburn 
and Rochdale, with their chapels, were conveyed to the 
see of Canterbury, much to its disadvantage, and the 
vicarage of Whalley and its filial dependencies were 
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abandoned to poverty; but in the year 1688 they re- 
ceived, as Dr. Whitaker observes, "a noble and most 
judicious augmentation, by a grant of the whole Easter 
roll and surplice fees," from archbishop Juxon, on the 
renewal of a lease of the tithes. At that time sir Ralph 
Assheton, the lessee, valued the Easter roll at 120/., but 
it was proved to fall considerably short of that sum. 
The several items payable are exactly contained in an 
inquisition of survey taken by Roger No well of Read 
esq. and others, a. d. 16 16. A small money payment 
seems to have been made by each parishioner at Easter 
as well as a commuted payment for small tithe. {Hist. 
Whalley, pp. 131, 149, 3rd ed.) It is not unworthy of 
remark that some of the ancient, as well as modern, 
parishioners of Whalley had imperfect views on the sub- 
ject of sacrilege. {Lane, MSS,, vol. xxii, p. 489.) We 
learn from these Rolls the exact number of householders 
in the village of Whalley and in each of its hamlets at 
the time of the dissolution of the abbey. 



Cl)e €asitf laole of tSM^allt]^ in t|)e 
^ejrt pere of tlje retgne of St^ng 



(EiOltalUp. 



T HON bradiU 

A Ux Rychard crom 


. • < 


t • • t 


... xii<* 


bock 


... xii<* 


Ux Rychard crauen 


• • • • . 


... ii> v'}^ 


James Wodd 


• • . • . 


... xii<l 


George Shuttilworth 


• • . • • 


... ii« vi*^ 


James chooe 


• • . • • 


... ix^^ 


James Grenefild cu fill. 




... Xd 


Robert Chatburn 


• • • • • 1 


... Vd 


Ux Thomas chattburn 


cu fill. 


... Xd 


Ux Raffe moorton cu fill. 


... xim" 


XpofTer thorneb' cu fill 


• • • 


... v^ ofc 


Lawrence hey 


. • • • • 1 


... yd 


Ihon forst 


• • 4 




... vi"* oli 


Ihon cowp 


• • 




... ii' 


Robert Lawe 






... iii« 


Henry Lawe 






• • • • 1 

... lllld 


XpofTer Smyth 




• 


... Xxd 


•Henry ryeley 






... Xd 


Willm dobson 








Robert dobson 








Edward wawen 






... ixd ob 


Ux James myddilton cu fill. 


... ixd ob 


Richard carney 


• • • 


• . • 


... xiiid ob 
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Ux. Edward Stanworth ... ... j* 

Thomas mytton ... ... ., ii* 

Margarctt wylson ... ... ... ii* 

Ux. Richard crauen cu fill. 

Ro^gregson 

Willfll craven ... ... ... x-^ 

Thomas forsr di fill. ... ... ... v* 

Ux Ro§ crauen cu fill. ... ... ... v^ 

Ihon pereson ... ... ... v^ 

Ux Ihon browne ... ... .. ii" 

Thomas crauen ... ... ... v^ 

Kdmund turn! .. ... ... nii<^ ob 

Rvc hvndic ... ... ... vi^ ob 

thomas lickas ... ... ... iiii^ 

J a mcs j honson 

Rye h^^xigcson ... ... ... iiii^ ob 

R\*v jjraucson ... ... ... iiii^ 

James hoik' ... ... ... iiii^ ob 

cartmoU ... ... ... iiii<* 

, illiU rtors\ ... ... ... v^ ob 

rv hr»\diH ... ... ... vi<* 

wcbstcr ... ... ... iiii^ 

yd 



*\ ****%%■ »*» 



iii<* 

yd 



I HON KiKkshote se8 cu fill. ... ... viii^ 

X|V>tVcr Ixuvdwen ... ... viitf 

Ihon Kivkshote jun. ... ... ... vi^ 

iJooi>;c fUtch'^ ... ... ... vi^ 

AiLun horwioh ... ... ... vi** 

Rycharil Uirro cQ fill, ... ... ... ix* 

Rv^hort whypp ... ... ... vi* 



in the years 1552 and 1553. 



Willm Whytehead 


... vii*^ ob 


U2 Willm fawsett 


... iii^ 


Franc* webs? cu. Rye. ... 


... xv^ 


Laurence Whytak' Ju. ... 


... xd 


Lyonel whypp 


... v\^ 


Henry Shorrocke 


... xii^ 


Thomas willasill 




Ihon Denbye 


... vi<^ 


lohn Yngh™ 


... x<* ob 


Ellis robinson 


... iii<* 


Nycholas halsted 


... xiii^ ob 


Ihon tatersall 


... x^ ob 


Xpoffer Deconson 


... xiii** ob 


Isabell culiff 


• • • • * 

... una 


lavrence houghton 




lohn hogeson 


... viii'^ 


Xpoffer cronkeshay 




UW Robert ballard 




Ux henry kockshote 




Robert kocksehote 




James Wilkynson 




Ric. marshall cu Ihon ... 


... vii*i 


Jane Sclat 




Rye. Wilkinson 




Hancoke 




hyndle 




dtanHen. 




/^^ ILIS colthurst 
V-T James aspenaughe 


• ••• ••••« 

... nil" iiii*» 


... ii»ix<*ob 


Rye. tumor 


... xii<*ob 


Ux. Ihon felden 


... xi<* 


Willm ffarrand 


... xxi*^ 


Sm» > 


c» x^ 
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I^ep I0ou£(e£(. 








T TX^ lohn halyday ... 
^ geffrey filden cti fill. 






x^ ob 






xvii^ ofe 


Kychard Radcliff 






xi^ 


Rye. fort 


• • • • • . 






vii<* ob 


Nycholas grymesha 


p • • . • • 






xiii^ 


Willm halyda 








x<i 


Willm Stones 


1 • • • • . 






viii^ 


Edward nowell 


» • . • • • 






viii^ ob 


Rychard halyday 


1 • • • • • 






xii<* 


Robert sterkey 


1 • . • • . 






vii^ ob 


Sm* viii" ix* 


ob 






iAzt I0pgt)am. 








" VT YCHOLAS hancocke 
i. ^ bothema ... 




* . . 


11* iii^ ob 




1 • * 


viii<* 


. . . eant smyth 




• . 


vii^ ob 


banes? 




• . . 


vi^ ob 


. . . . r smethees ••• 




• • 


viii<* ob 




Sm* iiii> 1 


ix<* 







. . . best Clopse. 



I^apton. 



THOMAS ryeley 
Myles Clayton 
Omffrey pollard 
Hugh Clayton 
Ihon Willson 
Robert whytehead 
Ihon Horwich 



•• 



xxii<* 
xvii^ 

• • • • J 

xnii" 
xii<* 

xiiii^ ob 
vi<l 

viiii^ ob 



in t/ie years 1552 and 1553, 



Edward BirtwisiU 

Ihon Woade 

Edward Robert 

Willm Robertshay 

Ux George Pollard cu fil. 

George Yate cu mre 

Willm Clayton 

Edmund robert 

James habringham 

Olyu bertwisill 

Ihon Hey 

George Wilkinson cu mre 

James bothe 

James halstid 

Henry Yate 

Robert Wilkinson 

Robert habryiam 

Thomas stopper 

Hugh Yate 

Ihon birtwisill 

Henry ryeley 

henry Wilkinson 

Ellin shirlak' 

Sm» xxvs & 



xvi*^ ob 

viii<* 
xiii^ 
xi^ ob 
xvi^ ob 
xd 

lid 

xx^ ob 

viii^ ob 

xd 

ixd 

xvd 

xiid ob 
vid 

xvid 
viis ijd 
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UX. Laurence Starkey 
Geffrey Hyndle 
Barnard Shuttillworth ... 
Edmund Yngh*m 
Barnard H'graue 
Ux Henry Sai§ 
Edmund Kockeshote cu mre 



xid 
ixd 
viid ob 



nid 



XUl 
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thomas whjrtak' se8 ... ... ... xi^ 

Ux^ James Lonisdale ... ... ... xiii^oft 



Xpoff' \\Ti>'tak' 


... 


. • • 


• • a 


Xd 


Rye Scla? 


• •. 


... 


• . 


viii** o 


Ux. Edward robert cu 


fii. 


... 


. a . 


x^ ob 


uS WiUm saig 


. . a 


• • • 


a . . 


ix<* 


Thomas WTijrtak' Ju. 


... 


... 


a . . 


ix<* 


Robert H'greve 


... 


... 


• . . 


xvi^ 


Edward Sai§ 


... 


... 


m • • 


ix^ 


Ihon Pollard Ju. 


• . . 


. . • 


• • ■ 


id 


Laurence Sai§ 


... 


... 


. . a 




Thomas Lonisdale 


... 


... 


... 




Myles \Vh>'tak' 


... 


. • . 


a a a 




Richard . . onckshay 


... 


... 


• . a 




Rye grimsha 


... 
. • • 

Sum* 


... 
... 
xv« Ix^ 


• % • 
. . a 








IPenulton. 
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T TX. lohn Smyth 
yj M'gret Ots 




... 


a . a 


xiii^ 




• • • 


m • • 


• • • • 1 


Ux. Ihon Whytehead 




• . • 


• a . 


ix<* 


Robert Whipp 




• a • 


a a a 


xd 


Robert ftf'sdene 




... 


• a a 


xiii^ 


Thomas Hogeson 




a a a 


a a a 


vni° 


Ihon Hogeson 




% % • 


. a • 


vid 


Vx Edmund Hogeson 




a a a 


a a a 


• • • • J 

nnd 


Rye. tinckenele 




• % * 


• • » 


xyd 


Thomas Choeson 




• % % 


m • • 


viiid 


Willm houghton 




a a a 


a a a 


xiid 


Willm Sidgreve 




• a a 


• a a 


xid ob 


Robert Caryar 




a a a 


• • m 


xd ob 


Ux Ihon grene 




a a • 


• . a 


iiid ob 



in t/ie years i 


552 ana 


'1553- 


/ 


uSwillmsell' xd 


Ihon bowk' 






... xiii^ ob 


Ihon Southworth 






... xviii^ 


James Alth»m 






... vi^ ob 


Ihon farrand 






... vii<* ofe 


Henry rossall 






• • • • 3 

... 1111° 


Rychard Wodd 






... xii^ 


Willm bowk' 






... xd 


Lyonell Woulton 






... yd 


Willm Whytak' 






... vild ofe 


Ux. Willm carryar 






... yd ofe 


hogeson 






... iiid ofe 
... id 




1 V • • 

. . XJd 








vid 


turk 


1 • • W A 


. . . . nald wont .... 






... Xd 


grevcs 




a viid 


... xi^ oi> 



nettle a^ptton. 



/^^ ILES Hamaunt cu mre 
V-T Ux Edward colthurst 


... xxid 


... Vlll" 


Ihon lee 


... xvii^ ob 


Rye. dodgeson 


x<> 


Xpoff' Sell' 


... ix^ ob 


Vx. Ry2 whytak' 


... ii» 


Robert Smythe 


vii«> 



CiOpsitDaU. 



FRANCIS Paslaw 
Ux Ihon Lawe 
U2 Ihon Woulton 



* * * *«l 

XIlll" 

xiid ofe 
xvid ofe 
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Robert Lawson ... ... ... xv^ 

Ux Gilis grene ... ... ... vii^ 

Robert Law Ju. ... ... ... xvii** 

Thomas Wadington ... ... ... xvii<* ob 

George hanson ... ... ... xv^ 

Ux. Edmund cowop ... ... ... v^ 

Ihon Hyndle ... ... ... vii<* 

Thomas Law ... ... ... vi^ 

U5 Willrn Sell' ... iiii^ ob 

Willih grene cu Sire 
Willni derwyn 



Ux Ihon Dobson cii fill ... ... xvi^ ob 

Arthur wodd ... ... ... ix^ 

Rychard Pattfild ... ... ... vi^ 

Ihon wod ... ... ... viii<* 

Vx Rye Dewhurst ... ... ... xi^ ob 

Vx Willm leghe ... ... ... iii^ 

Xpoffer Sell' ... viii* 

Ux Henry Law ... ... ... ix<* 

Willm law jun. ... ... ... xiii<* ob 

Xpoffer coke cti patre ... ... ... x<* 

Ihon deant ... ... ... ii^ 

Willm Law sen. ... ... ... v^ ob 

Ihon blagburne ... ... ... vi<* ob 

Ihon rychardson ... ... ... iiii^ ob 

George Huncote cu mre ... ... xii<* ob 

Laurence high*m ... ... ... \\\\^ 

Robert Lany^an ... ... ... vi^ ob 

Rychard Grene ... ... ... v^ ob 

Sm* xxxi« x<* 



! . •. 



in the years 1552 atid^C^^^. 



• '• 



)aeplie< 



ROGER Novvell armi 
Ihon hoik' 
Ux< Thomas Sell' 
U5^ Edward Yng»m 
^^ Xpofff Dugdale 

Hoik' 

nesworth 

ley 



_• • 



• •• 



• • 



•'iLn^Viii*^ ob 



xiiii<^*ofc/*\ 

v\\^ ob 

viii^ ob 
vid 






• • 






fil. 



HUGH Moore 
U2 Ihon Moore cu fill. .., 
XpofPf moore 
George hargreves 
Vx Rychard hargreves cu 
Rauffe hargreves 
Vx Robert hargreves 
Edward hargreves Ju8 
Edward hargreves SeS 
Ux Lawrence hitchinson 
Ihon hargreves se8 
Edmond Emott 
James hargreves seS 
Hugh hargreves 
James hargreves ju 
Ihon hargreves sen. 
U§ Robert Wytak' 



xiii^J 
xv<* 
xiii<* ob 

vii<* ob 
ixd 

xJ 

Vid 

xii^ 



xii 



nd 



xii<i 



VI 



id 



Sm* ix» ix<* 



c 



• • • 



• • 



lo ThelBaster Rolls of W lux Iky 



• • • 



• _• 



• • •. 

• • • 



• • 



• •• • • 



;X^t Caster laolle of axttftallep ntatie in 

:•• ' tlje tJii pere of tlje laeigne of Stpng 

IOHN Braddell ... ... ... xii^ 

Ux Ric. crombocke ... ... viii<* ofe 

Ux. Ric. craven ... ... ... ii* xi<^ 

James Woode ... ... ... xi^ 

George Shotilworth ... ... ... ii^ vi*^ 

James Choe ... ... ... viii^ 

James Grenefild cii fill. ... ... xii<* 

Robert chatborne ... ... ... vii*^ 

Ux. Thos chatborne ... ... ... ix<^ ob 

Ux. Raffe murton cii fill. ... ... xv^ ob 

Xpofier thorneper ... ... ... xii^ 

Laurence hey ... ... ... v<^ ob 

Ihon forster ... ... ... v** 

Ihon cowp ... ... ... ii* 

Robert lawe ... iii* 

Henr Lawe ... ... ... v^ ob 

Xpoffer smyth ... ... ... xx^ 

Vx Henr>' ryeley ... ... ... xv*^ ob 

Willm dobson ... ... ... xvi<^ ob 

Robert dobson ... ... ... xii* ob 

Percivall pereson ... ... ... v<^ 

Willm Claton ... ... ... xx<^ 

Henry holcar ... ... ... x^ 

Ux John holkcr ... ... ... x*^ 



/;/ the years 1552 and 1553. 



1 1 



Willm latas 
Ux thorn, holden 
Robert Sagher 
Peter degne 
John gregson 
James lowe 

Edward craven 

Vx lames Myddilton cu fil. 

r>x. carny 

Vx Edward stanwarth ... 

Thomas mytton 

Margaret wilson 

Willm craven 

Ux thoas forster 

Vx nyc. craven 

John pereson 

Vx lohn broune 

Thomas craven 

Edmund turfl 

Ric. hindle 

Thomas Lycas 

James Johnson 

Ric. hodgeson 

Ric. graveson 

James hoik' 

John Cartmell & 

Willm forster 

Henr Bradell 

Robert Wolfenden 

Willm m'cer 

Seth Pereson 

Willffi cowpe 

Thomas lawe ju8 



• • • • J 

nil" 



vi<' ob 
Job 

dob 



ini<* 

i<J 

iid 
iid 

iiii<^ ob 
v<i 

iii«* 

iii*J 

ii^ ot) 

v^ ot) 

viii^ 
vid 

• • • • « 



:d 



VI 

iiii<^ ot) 
iiii^ otS 
iii^ ob 

vid 
vid 

iiii*^ ob 
viii*^ ob 
iii^ ob 
v<* ob 
i^ob 



• • • 



• • • 



1 2 The Easter Rolls of Wlialley 

Ric. forst ... ... ... \\\\^ 

lohn Brown cii rare ... . . ... vi* 

Robert Sharplus 

[A* VII r. E. VI.] 

xd \J^ Yi^nry Wytaker ... 

xvi*^ V Laurens Whitaker se8 

ix^ ob Hugh Shotilworth 
viii^ John Hey 

Edmund nutt? 
\\^ ob Vx Wilfh Hodgeson 
vii<^ ob Xpo. Robinson cu nire ... ... xiii<* 

vi^ John Wilkinson ... ... vii^ 

ix^ Robert Houghton cu rare ... x^ 

x^ ob Henri Birtwisill ... ... x^ 

vi^ Henry Dodgeson ... ... ix<* 

vi^ Ric. Ballard ... ... v^ 

Lawrens cockeshott ... ... vi<* 

Vx Nycholas forster 
xi^ Xpoffer Dodgeson cu mre ... xvi^ 
iiiid VX Willfh Wallshame vi^ 

John Aspeden 
v^ Giles Sla? ... ... iii^ 

ix^ Willm nowell ... ... viii^ 

x^ Vx Thoas m'shall ... ... x^ ob 

Robert Dodgeson ... ... vi^ 

\\\^ Thoas whippe ... ... viii^ 

vid Ric. Shenfild 
xi^* Jamys Willk 
ix^ John 



. . < 



• . « 



... 



. • . 



... 
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• • • 



• • • • • ■ 



■ • • 



• • • 



vi» Edward Asheton (demysed) ... v* 

x^ Thomas Reley 

xiii^ Miles Clayton 

xi<i Omfrey pollard 

xii^ ob Hugh Clayton 

xv^ John Willson 

viii^ ob Robert Whitehed 

ix<* George horwiche cii mre 

xx^ Edmond birtwisell 

John woode 
ix^ ob Edward Roberts 
xii^ Willm Robertshawe 

xviii<i ob Ux George pollard cii fil. 
xvi^ ob George Yate cu mre 
x^ Willm Clayton 

x^ Edmonde Robert 

ii*^ James Habrinjame 

xviii<* ob Olyv Birtwisill 
x\^ John Hey 

vi^ Thomas Wilkynson cu mre 

xii<i James Bothe 

xix<^ ob James Halstid 

Henry Yate ... ... xii^ 

.. bert Wilkynson ... ... vi^ 

injame 



I . • 



. • . 



• • • 



... 



... 



. . « 



... 



... 



... 



. • • 



a • . 



... 



• t . 



a • . 



• • . 



... 



. . • 



H 



The Easter Rolls of WlialUy 



GILES Hammond cu mre 
.... Edward Colt hurst 

lee 

dodgeson 

Thomas sonkey 



Penulton. 

[7 E. VI.] 



UX^ John Smyth 
Margaret Otes 
U2 lohn Whitehed 
Robert Whippe 
Robert Marsden 
Thomas Hodgeson 
John Hodgeson 
Ux Edmund Hodgeson 
Ric tyncknell 
Willfh Avensen 
Willm houghton 
Robert cariar 
Ux lohn Grene 
U5 Willfh Sell' 
lohn Bowk' 
lohn Sothworth 
lames Allth*m 
lohn farrand 
Henry Rossall 
Ri2 Wode 
Willfh Bowker 
Lyonell Woulton 



xd 
xd 

Xd 

iiid 
vid 
viid 

Xd 

xiid 
xiid 

• • • • J 

inid 
xiid 
viiid 



in the years 1552 and 1553- 



WiUm Whytak^ 
Ux Willin coore 
James Hodgeson 
Oliver Whippe 

^pmongton. 

[7 E. VI.l 

UX^ Laurence Starky 
Geffrey Hyndle ... 
Barnard Shothilworth ... 
Edmund Yygham 
Barnard H^grcves 
Edmund Cockeshot cu mre 
Thomas Whytaker seS . . . 
Ux lames Londisdale ... 
U5 Xpoffer Whitak' ... 
U2 Ric. Sla? 

Ux. Edward Robert cii fill. 
Ux Willm Saigher 
Thomas Whitakcr J u8 . . . 
Ux Robert Hergrevcs ... 
Edward Saigher 
lohn Pollard JuS 
Laurence Saigher 
lohn H'greves cu Laurence 
Thomas Lonsdale 
Mylcs Whitaker 
Rye. Gudshawe 
Ux Henry Saigher 

Sum* xvii* v^ 



viii** 
xd 

viii^ ob 

xiii^ 

xiii** 

xv<* 

xi^ 

xiii^ 

viii*^ 

x<l ob 

Xd 

xi^ ob 
xvii*^ 
ix^ 
vii*l 

I'd 



(1 



X 



xiii^ 

vd 



rf 



TJu E^utgr Rs 



''^ 



T) OGER -S'^m^ arc: 


m mm m 


• - 


l1 T:Z:i3 S£> 


*4»« 


._ xtE* 


E^irard Ysgite 


t m * • ■ 




lI Xpcfi»^ Diigedale . 


» * • « 


— %~* 


Roadie Hr/jcki 


• •■• 


... x*cf 


loiin Ayirv-rarorth 


• «» ■ 


... v=* 


Ric Homtir/t 


■ « • • « 


... be* 


H^ury Ryclc>- 


> « 4» * < 


... is* 


Ric Hodgeson 


» * • 


... a* 


Robert YnghHn 


r « B 


... xi* 


Lx XpofftT Xorram 


> « mm* 


... xii* 


Nyc Fleer 


■ « • • 


... ix* 


Xpoffer haliday 


» • • • 4 




Thomas Yngh*m 


m • • « 


xvii* 


lohn Browne 


• • » • 


... xi* 


lohn Xorram 


► • •• 


.. xH 


James Holt cu fill 


• •• • 


... \-in* 


Thomas Sonkey 


t m • * 


... xi* 


lohn m'2 


» • • • < 


... v-i* 


lohn tomasson 


r • • • 




lohn Oldfelde cu mre 


1 « • • 4 


... X* 


Willm gooden 


» • •• « 




George romsbottom 


# • • « 




Margery Nowell 


» • • • 1 




Anes simson 


» • • • 1 




Robart holden 


• • • • 


... i*ob 


Si 


Lim» xxii» 


•••■4 

viir 
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[7 E. VI.] 




T7RANCIS Paslowe 
X^ Ux lohn Lawe ... 


... xv^ 


... ix^ 


U2 lohn Woulton 


... xx^ 


Robert Lawe seS 


... xvi^ 


Robert Lawe j uS 


... xvi^ 


Thomas Wadington 


... xvii^ 


George Hawston 


.. xxiii^ 


Ux Edmund Cowpe 


... v^ ofc 


lohn Hindle 


... vii^ ofc 


Thomas Lane 




U2 Willm Seller 


... vi^ 


William Grene cu rare ... 


.. xi^ 


Willm Derwyn 


.. xnid 


lohn Lawe 


... iid 


U5 Willm Radcliffe 


.. v\i^ 


Robert Smyth 


... Xd 


Thomas Dobson 




Ric. Dobson 


... v^ db 


Ric. thropp 


... viii^ 


Robert giles 


... vii^ ob 


Omfrey Dodgeson 


... xnid 


George Grene 


.. v^ oft 


lohn Radcliffc 


.. v^ ob 


Robert Craven 


... iX.^ 


Thoas belinge 




Ux. John Dobson cu fil. 


... xiii** 


Arthure Wode 


... viii^ 


Ric. hatfilde 


. . . viii^ 


lohn Wode 


... xi<* 


U2 Ric. Dcwhurst 


... xiii** 


U5 Willm Lee 





D 



i8 



The Easter Rolls of Wlialley, &c. 



Xpoff(?r Seller 
Ux Edmund Lawe 
Willin Lawe jun. 
Xpoffer Coke cu pre 
John Doson 
Willm Lawe sen. 
John Blackbome 
John Ricson 
George Huncote cu mre 
Laurence In ... . 

Robert 

U§ lohn Eliot 
Laurence hanson 
Nycholas Shore 
Thomas Whyttak' 

George conkeshay 
Willm Walshay 
Yeom p'ker 
Margaret cronckshay 



vii^ oft 

• • • • J 

nii° 



ti>t Cljirtp'Sccont) IScport 



COUNCIL OF THE CHETHAM SOCIETY, 

Head at the A'luual ^feotinj. held, by permitaion of Ike Feoffees, 

in the AinlU Room ofChethaia'a Uoapital, on Weiiaesday, 

the 3rd daif of March, 1K75, by aiijournineat 

fniH the Uto/Maich- 



1HE first an<l second of tbe publicUiona for the yesr 187-1-5, and tLe 
93ril QDil 04tli ill tbe Cliethum Series, consi&t of Parts I and 2 of tbe 



third and concluding vol 
School, witb some Notict 
Jeremiah Finch Smith, 
Tliis concluding volun 
Lewson in 1807 to tbe r 



me of The Admission Remitter of the Manclifster 

of the more distinguished Scholars, by the Rev. 

Vl.A., Rector of Aldridge, StafTordsbire. 

i carries on tbe Register from tlie death of Mr. 

lignation of the High Mastership hy Dr. Jeremiah 
Smith, in Michaelmas 1837. An appendix of Addenda, containing new 
notices of Scholars and additions to those previously given, extending from 
page 283 to 343, and a list of PortraitH presented to the School by tbe 
Editor, is subjoined. 

Tbe Council cannot but congratulate the Members on the completion of 
this very valuable work, tbe result of untiring labour and perseverance. No 
other School in the Kingdom can boast of a biographical record of its 
Scholars approaching in the slightest degree, in point of copiousness and 
accuracy of detail, to that which Mr. Smith bos supplied for the period 
which ic embraces with respect to Bishop Oldham's foundation. Ho has 
enriched not merely local, but geueral, biograpliy by very largo accessions 
of the most interesting kind, and for which all those who duly appreciate 
the vaino and importance of that delightful branch of Historical Literatuie 
are bound to be proportionately grateful. The last volume will be ac- 
knowledged by its readers to yield in no respect ns regards its variety of 
attraction and fulness of information to cither of tlioec which preceded it. 

The concluding prefatory remark of the Editor, that he is not without 
hope that he may be able at some future ddy to put forth, under the auspices 
of the Chethau Socibtv, some similar notices of distinguished men educated 
&t tbe Scboo! previoualy to 1730, as we!) aa of the Masters of the School 



from ita foundation, will be received with general satisfaction by all the 
members of tlic Chetrau Societv. For the five illustrative plates contained 
in tliis volume — the portrait* of Bishop Oiilhaoi, Mr. Lawson and Dr. Smith, 
and the views of Bisliop Oldham's tomb, and the Residential bouse — the 
members are indebted to the liberality of the Editor. 

The third work for the year 1874-3, forming No. 95 in the Chetham 
Series, ia CkrUtopher Townelep s Alitiracti o/Lancathire Inquiiitiont. Edited 
by WiLLiiM Lanotok. Esq. Part 1. The CouaEil feel satisfied that the 
appearance of this long- looked- for publication from the MS. volumes of the 
indefatigable transcriber and antiquary, Christopher Townoiey, will be hailed 
with no common pleasure by those who fee! interested in the' family and 
territorial History of Lancashire. The inrormation derived from these 
inquisitions, which extend iu the present part from the 25th of Edward I. 
to the 3rd of Henry IV., it is almost needless to observe is of the most genu- 
ine and authentic kind, and the slightest glance at the contents is siiHicient 
to ihow what valuable materials they supply to the local Historian and 
Genealogist and what effectual aid they must afford to Lancashire Anti- 
quarian investigation. Tliey have the great advantage of having in Mr. 
Langton an Editor who is tlioroa>;hly and profoundly conversant with the 
nibject, and whose full and accurate illustrative reniarks and pedigrees add 
very considerably to the usefulness of the publication. 

The publications contemplated, or in progress, are : 

1. Chrittopker Townde^'t Lancashire InquUiUoM. Edited by WiLLIAU 
Lanotoh, Esq. Part 2. 

2. Chetham HiteeUaniei. Vol. 5. 

3. CaUeetanea Anplo'Poeliea, Part 6. By the Rev. TaoMAS Corsbr, 
M.A., F.S.A. 

4. Worthinglon's Diari/ and Corretpondenee. The concluding part. 
Edited by James Ciiosslry, Esq., F.S.A., President of the Chetham 
Society. 

5. Contrihutiont to the History of the Pariah of Preitburtf, co. Cheiter, 
By Frank Rknadb, M.D. 

6. Tie Lancashire Vuilalion 0/1592. Edited by William Langion, Esq. 

7. Uiatory of the Ancient Chapel of Stretford, in Manchester Pariah, 
togetlier Kith Notices of the more ancient local FamHiea. Edited by 
James Croston, Esq. 

8 Biographical Collectanea regarding Humphrey Chetham and hitfamilif. 
By the Rev. Canon Rainbs, M.A., F.S.A. 



9. Doeumtmta rdalimj to Edward dW Barf af Dtrhy and the PU- 



grieMjt of Grace, By E. C. QsKam, Eaq^ ILA. 

10. A SeUttUmfr&M the L^tmtfDr. Dee, witk an ititroiutiion 
CoilectntuM relatu^ to iU Life and WorJt*. By Tbomas Jokes, B.i 
F^.A-, Librsriau of Cbetham's Ijbnry. 



•/ 



11. Corretpondei 
imd other 



Sathan Waltoorth amd Peter Seiden 
relatUMt te the building 
Prepared for (he press by ihe late Bobebt Scibb So 



ofOutwood, 
Ringley 
EB, Eu]. 



Ckapel. 
Q.C. 

1*2. Poem apon the EarU and Bannt of Chetter, is 62 octave sUiDZoa 
from an ancient MS. belonging to John Arden, Esq., of Stockport, belicvci! 
to have been written by Richard Bostock of Tattenhall, gent ; a copy of 
which is in a MS. volume irritten by the Rev. John Watson, rector of 
Stockport, M.A., F.5.A., and from this the present tTan»cript vai taken- 

13. A repnbUcation, with an introdociory notice, of A true Narraixoe of 
the Proeeedimg* in lie teoeral SuiU in Law thai haee been iretieeen the 
Si^At I/on.**' CkarUe Lord Gerard of Brandon, aitd A. Fitton, Etg., by 
a Loeer of TriM, 4to, printed at the Higoe, 1663 ; and the other u«cl« 
relating to the Bame enbject. 

14. Seieeliom from the Correipo»denix of Sir WiUiam Brerelon relalieg 
to affair* in Ute aniiUi/ of Cketler during the Civil War*. From the ori- 
ginals contvned in seven large folio volnmes in the British Museum. 

\5. A CcSeelion of Aneieal Ballade and Poemt, rdaling to Laneaehire. 

16. Diary of John A ngier, of Denton, from Ihe original ManiueripU, with 
a reprint of the Sarratiee of his Life pu/iliehed in iSSS iy Olit>er Hefwood. 

17- J SeleclionJroM Dr. John Byromi unprinUd Remaitu in Prote 
and Veree. 

18. A ne» Edition of the Poem* Collected and Publithed after his 
Death, corrected and recited, viih Notet, and a Prefatory Sketch of 
hie Life. 

1». ffollinieorlk't Maneuntenti*. A new editioa. E^ied bv Caxox 

lUtKES. 

20. A Yolume of Extraeti. Depoeitione, Letten, ^c, from the Con- 
tittorg Court ofCheiter., beginning %eith the Foundatian of the See. 

21. BxtractM from Roger Dodeicorthi Collectione in the Bodleian 
LH^'ary at Oxford relating to Laneaehire. 

22. Annalee Ceetrieneei. 

23. A General Index to toltixw XX^/. to a of the PMiemti«m 
of the Cheiham Societif. 




THE TREASURER IN ACCOUNT WITH THE CHETHAM SOCIETY, 

IBj', For the Year ending February z^h^ ^874. Ct. 



I Subscription for 1868-69 (16th year), re- 
ported in arrear at last meeting. 

} Subscriptions for 1869-70 (zyth year), re- 
ported in arrear at last meeting. 

5 Subscriptions for 1870-71 (z8th year;, re- 
ported in arrear at last meeting, 
t Collected 

3 Outstanding. 

9 Subscriptions for 1871-7X (19th year), re- 
ported in arrear at last meeting. 

4 Collected 

f OutHtanding. 



A o o 



400 



%t Sulmcriptionn fur 1871-73 (30th year), re- 
ported in arrear at last meeting. 
14 Collected 14 o o 

14 Outstanding. 

to Subscriptions for 1873-7^ ()ist yrar\ ' re- 
ported in arrear at lanl meeting. 
I less, mcluded in books sold. 

79 

51 Collected 51 o o 

a8 Outstanding. 

73 Subscriptions for 1874-5 (3ind year), re- 
ported at the last meeting. 

179 Collected 179 o o 

41 Compounders 
57 Arrears. 

J 50 



'ix8 



'X Subscriptions for 1875-76 (33rd year\ 

reported at last meeting. 

Do. do. paid in advance 18 o o 

I Subscription for 1876-7^ (34th year), 

reported at last meeting. 
I Subscription for 1877-78 (35th year), 

reported at last meeting. 
I Subscription for 1878-79 'j6th year), 

reported at last meeting. 
I Subscription for 1879-80 (37th year), 

reported at last meeting.* 
) Subscription for 1880-81 (38th year'>, 

reported at last meeting.* 
I Subscription for i88i-8z (39th year), 

paid m advance i o o 

I Subscription for 1882-83 f40th year), 

paid m advance i o o 

Books sold to Members 'including ^^45 19 8 re- 
ceived by C. Simms & Co.) 1x6 1 5 4 

Consol Dividends 7 8 10 

Dank Interest 7 7 o 

;C42i II t 
Balance brought forward March 1st, 1874. 351 4 3 

^673 15 5 



1874. £ s. d. 

Jutte vj County Office, Fire Insurance 3 15 o 

Oct. 17 Books bought, per Mr. Crossley.. .. 810 
Dec. A9 C. Simms & Co.: 

Vol. 9X )C'4o 4 o 

Vol.93 ij6 15 6 

Vol.94. 146 18 9 

General Printing and 
Postages II 15 o 



435 IJ J 



1875. 
Jan. 30 Copies of letters &c. in the Bodleian. 
Feb. 5 Mr. Quaritch, commission on books 
delivered to members 



a X o 
10 16 o 



;^46o 6 } 
Fiby.xZ Balance in the Bank... nj 9 \ 

^673 15 s 



* In the last statement ft subscriptions (quoted in error. 

March nth, 1875. Audited and found correct 

GEORGE PEEL. 
GEORGE THORLEV. 
HENRY M. ORMEROD 



ARTHUR H. HEVWOOD, 7»Au»rrr. 



C^rtfiam ^oriftg. 



LIST OF MEMBERS 



s Yhah 1875^1878. 



• A CSBRB, B. St. John, Prinknuh P»rh. Pwnswick 
r\. Ainsworth, Rdpli F , M.D., F.L.S., Sl.nchcster 
Allrn, Joseph, Tomtaland, Norwich 
•Ambiutt. W. A. Ty»icn, P.8.A., Didlington Park, 



AnsTUgp, Geo. J., F.S.A., Clifton, Brigbooae 

Aihton, John, Warrington 

Aihwoith, Mem?, The Oik«, ncur Ballon 

Afhworlli, John W., Pcnilieton 

ABbelan, Rulph, M P.. Downham Hull. CHllierr 

Atheiton, JiunEB, Sirinton Iluuae, near Alnnchrg 

Alkin, William. Little Hulton. ncnr Sollon 

Alkinaan, William, ClarcniDnt, SuulhpDCt 

Atuoo, ThonikB, F.S.A., Uierpool 



B"' 



BaGSHAW, JohD, Mancheator 
BaiUf, John E., Slretfard. 
Bain, Janiea. I, Hajmarket. London ' 

Biker. Thomaa, Skrrton House, Old Trafford 
•Barbour. Robert, Boleaworlh Caaile, near Cheater 
Barker, John, BroiuihtonLodire, Nenton in Cirtmsl 
•Barlow, Mrs., Qreenbill. Oldliam 
Barton, Richard. Caldj Manor. Birkenhead 
Beamont, William, Orford Hall, WaninBtoa 
Beerer, Jamea F., Brjn Ceijn, Beauinstii 
Bennett, Captain H. A., Nelaon House, Maaeheater 
Benriekc, Mn., Pyke House, Lit llebo tough 
Birkett, Alfred, Wigan 

BirlcT, Hugh, M.P., Moorlandi, near Manchester 
Birler, Rr«. J. Shepherd. M.A., Halliwell Hall, Bolton 
•Birley, Thomai H., Hart Hill, Ecclcs. Mancheilei 
Boldenon, John, Strangewaya, Mancbealer 
Blkckbume. Coin. Irebnd, Hale, near Warrington 



Booker, Rev. John, M.A., F.S.A.. Salton, Surrsy 
Booth, John, Orconbaak, Monton. Emlea 
Booth, William, Holly Bank, Cornbtook, Maueheattr 
Booer, Miai, Old Park, Boalol, Abbe; Wood, Lon- 
don S.R 
Bradlcx, W, H., Alderley Edgi) 

Bray brooke, Stephen H . OrumpcBll 

•Briditemau, Hon. and Rer. 6eoigo T. 0„ M A., 

Hon. Canon orManflhctler, Wigan 
BtidsDn, J. Ridjiwa]'. Bridge Home, Bolton 
tJrierlej, Rer.7.. M A., Uoslcy Moaa Uall, Coiiglelnn 
•Brooke, Thomaa, ArmitagB BrldB'i nE'r 11 uddrriHeld 
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PRESENTATION OF THE PORTRAIT 

3Iames Crossup, esq., f,^.z., 

TO THE CHETHAM LIBRARY, 
4TH October, 1875. 



TIte following report of tite proceedings of the Meeting at which 
this gratifying ceremonial took place, extracted from the 
Local Prints, is lure inserted tltat it may be pennantHtly 
preserved in the series of the Clietltam Society's Publications. 



At the Easter meeting of Uie governors of the Chetham Hos- 
pital and Library, held in March of the present year, it was 
resolved that, in acknowledgment of the services for many years 
rendered to the library by Mr. James Crossley, F.S.A.. chair- 
man of the library committee, and in recognition of his valuable 
contributions to literature, his portrait should be painted and 
placed in the library, A committee was formed, with Mr. Hugh 
Birley, M.P., as chairman, Mr. Oliver Heywood as treasurer, and 
Mr. Henry Taylor as hon. secretary, to carry out the object, and 
a sufficient fund having been raised by subscription, Mr. John 
Hanson Walker of Kensington, London, was selected to execute 
a portrait, three-quarters life size. Mr. Crossley is represented 
in the portrait with a half-open volume in his hand, and the hke- 
ness is an excellent one. The portrait has been placed in the 
reading-room of Chetham's Library, and was formally presented 



to the governors on the 4th October 1875, in the reading-room 
of the library. Mr. Crossley was also presented with a beautifully 
illuminated album, bound in morocco, which contained the reso- 
lution of the governors, the names of the committee, and the list 
of subscribers to the portrait fund. There being a surplus over 
the cost of Mr. Crossley's portrait, it had been devoted, with Mr, 
Crossley's consent, to obtaining a portrait of Mr. TilOMAS JONES, 
B.A., F.S.A., the librarian, Vhich has also been executed -by Mr. 
Walker, and hung in the library. This was also presented to the 
governor on the same occasion. 



At a Meeting of the Subscribers to the CROSSLEY MEMO- 
RIAL FUNli, held in the Reading-room of the Chetham Library, 
on the 4th October 1875, Mr. Hugh Birlev, M.P., presided, 
and among those present were the Rev. Canon Raines, the 
Hon. Wilbraham Egerton, M.P., Rev. G. Heron. Chancellor 
Christie, Rev. J. Brierley, Lieutenant-Colonel Sowler, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fishuick, Mr. Edward Joynson, Mr. R. Milne- 
Redhead, Mr. R. H. Norrcys. Mr John Allen, Mr, Oliver 
Heywood, Mr. H. T. Milne, Mr George Thorley, Mr. J. E. 
Bailey, Mr. G. W. Napier, Mr, Henry Ashworlh, Dr. Ainsworth. 
Mr John Sudlow, and several other subscribers. It was an- 
nounced that letters had been received from the Lord Bishop of 
Manchester, Dr. Fleming, Rev. Canon H. M. Birch, Sir James 
L. Bardslcy, Mr. W. Harrison, F.S.A., Rev. John H. Marsden, 
Mr J. A. Bremner, Mr. Hugh Mason, Mr Jas. Heywood, F.S.A., 
Mr, Tatton of Wythe nsh awe, and Mr. Richard Johnson, regrett- 
ing their inability to be present on the occasion. 

The Chairman said that it would be difficult to suggest a 
more appropriate gift to the Chetham Library, or, as he thought, 
a more appropriate tribute of respect and esteem to Mr. Crossley 
himself, than the portrait now offered to the governors. For a 
period of fifty years, at least, Mr. Crossley had been devoted in 
his attention to the Library- ; for more than twenty years he had 
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been a governor of the College ; but he claimed their regard not 
only as a student and a governor, but also, and more especially, 
as one who, since that library was instituted by Humphrey 
Chetham, had drawn from it larger stores of learning, and had 
belter known how to assimilate and apply that which he had 
learnt, than any other man. As President of the Chetham 
Society, and always the presiding genius, Mr. Crossley had 
illustrated with notes many of its valuable publications, and 
nothing that he had touched had he failed to adorn. Of the 
portrait itself he would only say that it did great credit to the 
artist, and that it satisfied, and more than .satisfied, all the 
reasonable expectations of Mr. Crossley's friends. There had 
been ninety-four subscribers, and with his (Mr. Crossley's) entire 
approval, the surplus funds had been applied to the painting, 
by the same artist, of a portrait of Mr. Thomas Jones, who 
had been librarian at the College for upwards of thirty years. 
It only remained, now, formally to present the portrait to the 
governors, on whose behalf it would be accepted by the Rev. 
Canon Raines — himself one of the most able and painstaking 
antiquarians of the present age. Of Mr. Crossley, however, he 
had one more word to say. In one of his (Mr. Crossley's) 
pleasant notes to Worthington' s Diary, in the Chetham series, 
they were told of a learned author who had many sons and 
daughters, and who, on the appearance of every addition to his 
family, was wont to issue a ponderous tome ; so that his friends 
and admirers were quite prepared, upon the appearance of one, to 
receive the announcement of the other. They had had too much 
reason to fear that Mr. Crossley would leave behind him neither 
books nor bairns, ncc libros nee Uberos. Now, however, if he 
(Mr. Birley) was not mistaken, yielding to the affectionate re- 
monstrances of his friends, he had promised, or given something 
like a promise, to collect those scattered sibylline leaves which 
now lay buried in quarterly reviews and similar publications ; and 
that very shortly they might hope to place upon those shelves 
"The Works of James Crossley." He (the Chairman) had great 



pleasure, on the part of the subscribers, in presenting this portrait, 

and would say to the governors, borrowing the sentiment of old 
Humphrey Chetham's motto, "Take what is now your own and 
keep good care of it," 

The Rev. Canon Raines said he had very great pleasure, on 
the part of the governors, in accepting the portrait so liandsomely 
presented to the hbrary, and felt sure that for many centuries to 
come it would remain an ornament to the institution, surrounded 
by the portraits of Humphrey Chetham, Dr. Whittakcr, and other 
distinguished Lancashire men. He read the other day a letter 
addressed to George Chetham. the nephew and heir of the founder, 
by Mr. Lightbown of Manchester, which letter, though not dated, 
was clearly written shortly after the founder's death, and before 
the incorporation of the hospital in 1665. It referred to a portrait 
of the founder, and also to "a statue cut in marble," with his coat 
of arms, &c., which was to be "set over the college gate towards 
the school." He (Canon Raines) could not find either that the 
picture was provided for the College — unless the portrait over 
the reading-room mantelpiece was the one referred to — or that 
tlie marble statue was ever cut : for it was a sad reflection on 
human nature that individuals as well as nations, in these matters, 
were often "slowly wise and meanly just ;" and buried merit was 
frequently left without the well-deserved picture, or the "storied 
urn or animated bust." A similar stigma would not, however, 
rest upon them as regarded the recognition of the valuable 
services rendered to the Chetham Library by their fellow- 
governor, Mr. Crossley, the most distinguished bibliophile in the 
north of England, and, he might add, the general favourite as 
the general friend. The governors would be delighted to have 
that memorial of Mr. Crossley, which, both as a likeness and as 
a work of art, was irreproachable. 

The Chairman then handed to Mr. Crossley an album bearing 
the signatures of the subscribers, and stating that the memorial 
had been prepared in accordance with a resolution passed at the 
Easter meeting of the governors of the Chetham Hospital and 



Library, "in acknowledgment of the services for many years 
rendered to the Chetham Library by Mr. James Crossley, 
chairman of tlie library committee, and in recognition of his 
valuable contributions to literature." 

Mr. Crossley (who was warmly cheered) said that he had in 
his library many rare and some unique books and MSS. ; but 
certainly none that he should ever value in the same degree as 
the book, the Album Aiuicorum, which the chairman had placed 
in his hands. In it were contained the names of those kind and 
zealous friends to whom he owed— a debt he could never suffi- 
ciently acknowledge — the distinguished honour conferred upon 
him on that occasion. Distinctions such as this were gratifying at 
all periods of life. In early manhood they stimulated to further 
prt^ess ; in middle age they gave new interest in the past and 
new promise for the future ; but he thought they were never 
so welcome and never so acceptable as at the close of life. 
They then showed that the veteran did not " lag superfluous 
on the stage." They showed that there was still a link be- 
tween him and those around him, that the " coming genera- 
tions." to use the phrase of a great poet, had not "' pressed 
him down," and they helped to throw a cheering radiance 
on what remained of the little evening of his day. When he 
(Mr. Crossley) first came to Manchester in the year i8i6, 
having left school, he had that interval which was generally 
conceded to young men before they entered upon a prepara- 
tion for the active duties of life. He had a six months' fur- 
lough conceded to him, on that occasion, and it was left en- 
tirely with himself in what way he should employ the period. 
He set himself the task — which he had never since regretted — 
of going through the whole of the Latin poets, beginning with 
the fragments of Ennius and Lucilius, and ending with the last 
of the PoetK Christian!. For that work the Chetham Library 
afforded every means in the shape of excellent editions and 
books that were necessary to enable him to go through it satis- 
factorily ; and satisfactorily, certainly so far as his own feelings 



went, he did go through it. During those six monui 
year 1816, he might have been seen morning and afternoon at 
the httle bay window in tliat reading room. These were happy 
mornings and pleasant afternoons, all undisturbed, except by the 
chant of the boys to wonder-struck visitors — whose dreams must 
have been haunted by "the crocodile, the alligator, and Oliver 
Cromwell's sword" — and except when the hour had struck, and 
the under librarian, grim Janitor! shaking his keys, admonished 
the readers that they must go forth from that serene paradise of 
books to the busy bustling world that surged beyond. If anyone 
had said that the time would come, sixty years afterwards, when 
standing in that room, certainly with as keen a relish for those 
early pursuits as ever, and, he trusted, with as good a capacity, 
mental and physical, for prosecuting them as ever ; if anyone 
had told him that he should look around and see the friendly 
faces of so many respected citizens, and if they had said that on 
that occasion he should likewise see his own portrait elevated 
amongst the dii tutdarcs of that most charming of reading rooms, 
in honoufGd companionship with the noble and beneficent founder, 
with the great theological professor the opponent of Campian, 
with the Dean of St. Paul's whose catechism was one of the 
pillars of the English Church, with the martyr whose transcendent 
merits he regretted to say had never found a memorial in 
Manchester, and with one who was universally acknowledged 
to be the first Greek scholar of his time, to say nothing of the 
other worthies who were present on the walls, he should have 
regarded the suggestion with infinite incredulity. But time, they 
said, had its revenges ; and certainly it had its surprises too. 
From that period, though no longer a regular student there, it had 
been one of his great delights to come whenever an opportunity 
presented itself, and to investigate at the fountain head the many 
subjects and questions which have interest to a literary man. 
He had never left that room without finding his mind freshened 
and invigorated by contact and communion with those inestimable 
old folios. In the year 1843, he became bound by an additional 



tie to that library, namely, the establishment of the Chetham 
Society, whose first meeting took place, through the kindness of 
Mr. Hulton, then librarian, in that room. From the circumstance 
of their meeting there the society took its name, and therefore it 
might be considered to be an offshoot of the library ; and when ' 
the fact was considered that it had now lasted for thirty-two 
years, and that it had produced nearly loo volumes, he thought it 
would be admitted that it had been a very vigorous offshoot of 
the parent tree. Another society which had been started, and 
of which he had also the honour to be president, had likewise 
held its meetings there — the Spenser Society — whose object 
was to reproduce the poetical literature of tlie time of Eliza- 
beth and the two monarchs who succeeded her; and certainly 
its proceedings could scarcely have been commenced with greater 
propriety anywhere than in the rooms of that building, where it 
was known the worthies of the time of Elizabeth were enter- 
tained, and where the shadows of some great men. Sir Henry 
Saville, Sir Walter Raleigh, and others, might almost seem by 
fancy's eye, in the dim evenings, to flit along the walls in search 
of their friend the wizard warden. Twenty years ago — an 
additional tie to the institution — he became one of the governors 
of the Hospital and Library; and he might say that, in so doing, 
he became associated with as conscientious and as honourable a 
body of men as ever were called upon to fulfil the duties of a 
public trust. He felt a natural and deep interest in the library 
which had extended from iS,ooo to close upon 40,000 volumes; 
and had had the great satisfaction of meeting, as librarian, one 
who_seemed designed by nature for the place, and whose whole 
soul was in his work. He mentioned these matters to show the 
various points of interest which had connected him with the 
institution for so long a period. So much had it become an in- 
tellectual necessary of life to him that he should never, he trusted, 
be separated from it. He might almost say, Sit aiiiina mea atm 
BibliolhecA Clutkamensi. He trusted that visitors to that place, 
seeing his portrait, would remember him as one who, though he 
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migtt n::. pcrhsrs. bcist :f izy i^h ie-^ee cf literary merit in 
the rno-ctirns T.bich iiii *>;-- 50 f.iii^^rln^r'.v referred to, yet in 
point ::' zrStzz I:ve ar.i r^jJ! f:r brck? and libraries, and for 
gc-DC l:ters.:--re ir :i5 rV.'.etfC rr.;i5ure 2.r.l largest extent, would 
cozce-ie ::• -:■ n^z l>.-:a^ I:: cjnjl-^::^, he expressed a hope 
that that ad—nrle in5t:r-:::::: — the rr.rnunent of such charity — 
-Rouli ever bt kert in-.-irlitc. He tr-sti-i that the hospital and 
IfbrcT'.-. s:- h3rr-.:~::uflv rrjujr.t t.\cithir bv the founder, which 
repr:->r-tei in s: hi^ih i iexr:'-- the v. hole scope and extent of 
hi? i>:.:r.ty. ^^ruli n^ver be >cp*irite\L He was sure the people 
of Mar-zhe^t^r cught tj consider that instftutioa as the apple of 
their eye. Ev-jr}- travel". er frcni eve.';." part 01 the ci\'ilised world 
wh j canie t:- Ma.-:che5ter. when he sa'.v that building, had some- 
thi.-.^ to ssLV in its favour. A izicr.d of his. Mr. Axon, placed in 
his hands the other day a b^x^k by Dr. Collyer of Chicago, which 
contained a lor,^ pane5;>"nc on Hun'.phrey Chetham and the 
institution v.hich he Kun ied. He trusted that it would always 
remaiii th-rc. and that the library- would go on extending till it 
had reached proportions of which neither Mr. Jones «the librarian) 
nor himself had the slightest conception. (Mr. Crossley then sat 
down amidst great cheering.) 

The Chairman then presented to the governors of the College 
the portrait of Mr. Jones, which he trusted would be accepted as 
a worthy tribute to that gentleman's merits and character. 

The Rev. Canon R.VINES. on the part of the governors, accepted 
the portrait, and obser\ed that all that had been said in praise 
of the librarian by Mr. Crossley and by the chairman was well 
dc.scr\'cd. 

A vote of thanks to the chairman concluded the meeting. 
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